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ms ROYAL HIGHNESS . 
' GEORGE AUGUSTUS, 


PRINCE or WALES 


$1 u, ? 


H E diftinguithed? 3 to 8 

thought worthy the notice af 
3 or my -moſt ambitious 
hopes ; and adds, f poſible, to _ re- 
ſpect and duty. Yo 


8 Hunarrr v 18 the charaRterifiick 1 
I - the Royal Houſe of Brunſwiek. And 
8 as it was my happineſs, it ſtill is my 
. | boaſt, that I have been honoured withs 
| the favour of your Royal Grandfather - 
and his illuſtrious Conſort. How then 
muſt my heart be elated at being like- 
5 wiſe honoured by the patronage of the 
| moſt diſtinguiſhed- of our gracious 8o- 
. Oe 8 Progeny «. | 1 


I amat a loſs to l my onbie 
ty at your Royal Highneſs" s conde- 
= ſcenſion in accepting of this addreſs, 
We After . that I was favoured with. 


3 1 


N — 


ä | ADDRESS 


your noble preceptor s . permiſſion to 
lay my poor work at his feet. But li- 
beral feelings are implanted in your 
boſom; which ſhew that you inherit 


þ the virtues of 9 Royal NENT: - 93 


— 


1 As words are too poor to expreſs ſs my 
gratitude for this high honour, 1 755 


beg leave to add, that this — — 
ed mark of your Royal Highueſſes's 


| : -goodneſs has made me the happieſt of 


women ; and I ſhall 'ever remain, with 
Roth profoundeſt "bay wed 
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is GRACE 


THE DUKE. 'OF MONTAGUE... 


> Ts 


My LonD,.. 


JITE a mind Faw! 8 with- 
gratitude, F folieited the ho- 


129 Pa e laying this you! at your feet 
and the rx 11 up f being thought 
Worthy of 


is. Grace of Montague? 'S- 
patronage, is too flattering not to excite 
in me a. with to make it known. But 
pting to addreſs you, I find 


my ſelf, 
"OO 12 85 . 


7 addreſs. your Grace i in terms. be- 
1 the occaſion, would require the 
maſterly pen of a DR YDEN. And even 
_ that would prove inadequate, were it 
not actuated by a heart impreſſed with 
the RATE: : admiration, and pup If 
which mine glows With. You, my 
Lord, who are bleſt with the ſentiments 
of a Tirvs, and who were born 0 
make the wretched bappy, will, 1 flat. 


* $5 * ä 


+ like Phaeton, unequal. to the 4 
= taſk, and zuſtly A for . 1 


Wins A 4 ter; | 
* » * 


” being noticed 
my youthful heart was elated with 


Pear ſterling. FT 
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vii DEDICATION. 


ter myſelf, forgive the ambition which 


Premptedt me to requeſt this eur. 


* 112 


Wurx I fiſt had the. happineſs of. 
your noble conſort, 


tranſport; as the being honoured with 


lie. approbation of a Lady of the molt 
refined taſte, the moſt e e 


judgment, every mental accompliſn- 
ment, together with every virtue, con, 


Vinced me that I was not totally unde- 
„ ſerving of it. From this epocha I date 
my theatrical „ The ſuc- 
cee I met with, I was greatly indebted 
her Ladyſhip' s patronage for. She 


8 the effigy 8 8 —— me * 


er * 18 St tie my power to enu- 
merate the © favours I have received 


from your Grace's family ; particular- 
from Lord. Brudenell, of whom 1 


Rave often ſpoken with gratitude 3 in the 
courſe of my fe Apology. 


The number- - 


leſs marks of approbation I have been 
honoured. with by ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
charafters, gives me a merit with my- 
(lf; and © cannot t ee * un- 


bappy. 


ts n 


bl 


4 


happy. even in my diſtreſs, an It has 


ced by the worth of the n : 
Bari ef Cardigan could receive no adui⸗ 


ronet. Permit me, my Lord, to unite 


be happy in the eſteem of your royal 


Adored by the uufortunate and may I 


| e 5 8 
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procured me * DI of 1 Sen 
oboe: 15 i 7 £5. 
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3 


has iy 1 1 W of 
8 munificence were doubly! enhan- 


whoſe virtues ennoble all titles... Phe 
tion to his honours from a ducal cos 


my prayers with the. numerous indi- 
gents who are daily fed by your bouns 
ty, and who lift up ab hearts to 
bleſs you. Long, lohg may your Grace 


maſter;—be reyeted by-yout iluſtfibus: 
pupil be admire by he coating: : 


your amuble. progeny for ages Kew 
nee Wort of tuck a Mega | 


The Keofattobs of 87: atitude . Ts: w 9 2 5 : 0 
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| 5 Per language agen A this: laſt | 
-honour yu have conferred. upam me, | 
mn permitting me thus publicly, t ad- 


"dreſs you, expands my heart with plea- _ 
ure; as it aſſures me of vou Grace's J 
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p, ul 
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Ro * ö F ' 
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' e | 4 
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1 Haley, wn a a to emacs babes 


x p. DIG AT TOR. . 
Ir I am fortunate enough to 0. afford 


ö ; 1 entertainment, by the peruſal of 
the following pages, to the perſon: 1 
moſt reſpect on earth, it will give me 


mexpreſſible ſatis faction. The unhap- 5 


p life I lay before your. Grace, has no 
other merit than the truth of the facts 
which are therein recited. I have not 


the preſumption to impoſe myſelf as 


an aut horeſs: nor thould Jever have 
1:4 9 to appear in priut, had I not 
deen 
which have been heaped upon me, and 
7 Which wond not Falken me to reſt, even * 


timulated by repeated: calumnies, 


| Io „ . 5 . 


\ — 2 my Apology,” as I pro- 

poſed, ſome years ago, I flatter myſelf 
I. mould have appeared in a more 
eligible point of view than 1 have done. 


My errors, whatever they Hawe been, 5 


will, I hope, be viewed wits ltenit 85 and 
my misfortunes be pitied, by your 


4 Who iboug h - /þotheſs 5 poſſeſs a 


Face ; 


„ which feels compaſiion for the 


elevated race of mortals. Long before 
I could ſuppoſe I ſhould be ſo. eminent 
Iyx honoured with your bounty, have I 


of Montague was one of the - viii 
men e, but his ſon-in-law the. 


boaſt of one claim to your Grace's 
' favour, and. that is founded on my 
Ancerity 2 th which has been an inmate in 


Bec aſſurance I flatter myſelf your Grace 


ries, nor e to extenuate has 
: fault . 


„ / / AE Cuba 
6 / 2 
2 . A 


DE DI C AT HO Ne . 


From: my earlieſt days have I: 'been 
bs to look. up to. your Grace as a. 
eing of a ſuperior nature to the moſt 


held you in this diſtinguiſhed eſtimation... 
And often have I heard the noble Lord 
that adopted me declare, that his Grace 


. 8 - Bri 
* — LURES. 5 
: , . Ss * 


— 
* 

3 
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I AcxNOLEDOR that 1˙ can only 
my bo from my cradle. And with 


will do me the honour to believe, that 
I: have neither aggravated my inju- 


ö F 
c af 
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5 Harp 1 the e 0. od my . 

ability: for the many favours we $1045 
upon me, I would attempt to -convey 
to ff frat Grace. my public.. _— 
A ments; 


* 


— 


11 # 


xi - DEDICATTION, 

ments; but I humbly truſt you will 
accept the tribute of a gratęſul heart, 
which, whilſt it beats, will be, with 
the profoundeſt reſpect, n 
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GEORGE ANNE BELLAMY, 
e 5 | 7 1 „ a 


| MRS, BELLAMY TO THE HON. MISS —— 


| = Janine Rp abs 2 
baun, SE 
TN Fol TRAN with che ſolicitations of 5 
yourſelf and many other friends; and at 
the ſame time to reſcue my character from 1 
the numerous falſhoods which have been in» 
duſtriouſly propagated againſt it; I ſit down 
to begin an Apology for my life. Cenſurable 
I know my conduct has been, in many re- 
ſpects; I cannot, however, ſuppreſs the win 
| (for a wiſh naturally will ariſe in the mind, 
even of the moſt faulty) to exculpate elk 
from thoſe ales which have no f undation; 
in truth. ; — 
A review of many of the ſcenes] have = 
gove. * and of the imprudencies 1 ũ - 


have 


* 


” 


2 1 THE LIFE 0 F 


| have committed, cannot fail of giving me 
pain; but as you, have frequently expreſſed 
a defire to be informed of the minuteſt cir- 
cumſtances of my life, I will endeavour to 
recall to mY memory every tranſaction worth 
recording, and lay them before you in a 
Series of e continued as time and op- 
Portunity ſhall ſerve: By your means, the 
extenuations which occur, may be diffuſed 
through the circle whoſe good opinion I am 
anxious to regain; and having thus collected 
them for your inſpection, I at ſome future 
period intend to lay them before the public. 
Happy ſhall J be, if the recapitulation of 
my errors and misfortunes ſhould prove a 
beacon to warn the young and thoughtleſs of 
my own ſex from the Syren ſhore of - vanity, 
diffipation, and illicit pleaſures, of which re- 
morſe and miſery; as too ſenſibly 1 7851 are 
| the fure attendants. _ 5 
1 Will hope from your friendthip,: that 
the Prolixity unavoidable in the relation of 
ſuch # number of events will not prove 
tireſome and diſguſting to you. At the ſame 
time I muſt entreat that you will not i 0 
this production of my pen with too critical 
an eye. The © lenient 1251 of time has not 


„ been able to reſtore to my boſom that 


fweet tranquillity, Which the unfortunate 
events of my life, and the corroding re- 
__ "NeQtions/' reſulting from my miſconduct, 


TEE 


| have bane from it. Truſting b IC 


10s : A BELLAMY: 8 


to your goodneſs, 1 will now enter on my 
hiſtory. | 
Though I ſhall not, as a celebrated 1 IE 
| has 8 write volumes before I bring my- 
ſelf into being, yet as I have reaſon to 
believe the calamities of my life originated 
from events which happened long before 1 
was born, it will be neceſſary to recapitu- 
late many circumſtances relative to my fa- 
mily, which had their exiſtence prior to that 
period. The writer of a wretched produe- 
tion, publiſhed in the year 1761, having, 
among innumerable . falſhoods' concerning 
myſelf preſumed to mention my mother in 
terms of diſreſpect, I think it a duty incum- 
. bent on me to endeavour to reſcue her me- 
mory from imputations ſhe by no means de- 


6 
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25 ſerves. This, conſequently, renders it like- 
* wiſe needful to commence my narrative e from 
A the zra of her birth. 5 
* My mother was the daughter 1111 an en 
of - : nent farmer at Maidſtone, in Kent, whoſe 


3 name was Seal. He was one of the people 

Called Quakers; and from the produce of _ i 
- his hop- grounds, which were very extenſive, | 
1 arrived at length to fuch a degree of opu- 
|| lence, as to be enabled to purchaſe an eſtate 


* near Tunbridge-Wells, called Mount Sion. * | 
5 | For ſome: years he enjoyed in comfort the 


\ fruits of his induftry; but happening, one 
„ evening during the autumn, to continue to 
N 

- te in his e, he * a cold, which 


I * E L Þ. or 


; bringing on a feyer; in a few days put a Pe: 
122 to his exiſtence 
Though my orandfachert' during his life, 
was remarkably active, and mindful of every 
concern neceſſary to the welfare of himſelf 
and family; yet, either from a miſtaken 
notion, too common among perſons of pro- 
perty, or from an unaccountable negligence 
upon this occaſion, he could not be pre- 
vailed u to make a will; ſo that the 
— 7 — effects fell 2 che hands A = 
Wife, without any proviſion being re 
made for my mather, who Was. now about | 
four years old. 
My grandmother, who was both. young na. 
Pires.” i finding herſelf thus left a widow 
with only one child, and poſſeſſed of an in- 
dependent fortune, thought there was no 
occaſion for her to carry on che extenſivt con- 
Cebꝛrns of her late huſband, which would be 
attended with great care and fatigue: | She 
therefore difpaſed of all the property at Maid- 
Kone, and removed to Tunbridge-Wells; 
and having furniſned her houſes there in an 
elegant manner, let them, during the ſeaſon, 
40 perſons of the firſt diſtineton. 1) n. 
She was no ſooner. ſettled in her new 
„ vier of reſidence, than her beauty and for- 
dune r the attention of all the un- 
1 7 oft men in the neighbourhood, 
| de __ whe! e the fame 
1 it: * 


1 


— 


JJ ROOT 


her want of prudence. 
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religious principles. She, however, with- 


ſtood all their attacks for upwards of two 
years. But at length, unfortunately for her- 
ſelf and her daughter, ſhe gave her hand to 
a perſon of the name of Buſby. Mr. Buſby 


Was a builder of ſome eminence, and con- 


ſidered by the world as a man in affluent cir- 
cumſtances; and ſo high an opinion had my 
grandmother formed of his honour and in- 
tegrity, during his courtſhip, .that.. ſhe im- 


prudently married him, without reſerving to 
herſelf, or child, by any written agreement, 
the leaſt part of her fortune. She received 
from him, indeed, the moſt ſolemn aſſurances 


that they ſhould both be liberally provided 
for; but ſhe too ſoon had reaſon, to repent of 


Among the perſons of quality who occu- 


pied occaſionally my grandmother's houſes, 
was the honourable Mrs. Godfrey, Miſtreſs 
Ol che Irene, and ſiſter to the one 
Duke of Marlborough. With this lady | 
daughter of Mr. Buſby's, by a former mar- 
riage, lived as her on attendant; and ſe 
2 an eſteem had ſhe- cantracted, during 
her reſidence at Tunbridge, for my grand- 


mother, and fondneſs for my mother, that 


* 


the offered to bring up the latter, and to have 
her ęducated in every reſpect the ſame as her 
don daughter, Miſs Godfrey. My grand- 
mother, however, having at this time no 


reaſon to doubt but that her child was amply 
l 8 provided 


3 


n n. 
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„ 


provided for, politely declined the 8 bue 


to 8 for the winter, ſhe ſhould Aaccom- 


pany, and fpend three or four months With 


NE. 
The ſeaſon being now come, Mrs. Gods 


| Hey ſet out for London; and; upon her arri- 


val heard, that her noble brother was given 
over by his Phyſicians. But having been 
for ſome time at variance with the Dutcheſs, 


on account of her expoſing, though reduced 


to a ſtate of ſecond childhood, the man 


who had rendered himſelf ſo famous; an 
imprudence which defervedly gave offence 
he had not the avis. + 


to Mrs. Godfrey; 
faction of ſeeing him before he died. Here 


Fr muſt add, that the · Dutcheſs of Marlbo«-- 
tough, auch to her diſcredit, uſed to take 
the Duke with her in the coach, whenever 

8 he went abroad, even upon the moſt tri- 
2. exhibiting as à public-ſpee— 

Lacle, the hero dk had lately kept nations 
in awe, and whoſe talents in — cabinet were 

equal to his valour and military knowledge 
od heavens! ſuch 4 ruin, 


in the field. 


& 


muſt ſurely: have excited the moſt poignant 


Set in the moſt unfeeling breaſt. 


Mrs. Godfrey was prevented by this. — 3 


agreement from paying a viſit herſelf at 


Marlborough-Houſe, to condole with her 
7 eee on ae los their . and the 
of OE e 


4 8 af 6.4 


* 
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nation had ſuflained. Having, however, an 


inclination to know how things were conduct- 


ed there, ſhe ſent her woman, Mr. Bufby's 
daughter, to make what enquiries ſhe could: 
and the latter, overcome by the importunities 
of her little ſtep-ſiſter, who had attended 
Mrs. Godfrey to town as propoſed, was ac- 


companied by her to ſee the remains of the 
: Duke lie in ſtate. | 


When they arrived at the gate of Marlbo- 
rough-Houſe they found it open, but, to their 
infinite ſurpriſe, met not a living creature 
during their paſſage to the room in which the 


| body was depoſited. S0 totally was this in. 
eomparable man neglected in the haſt ſtage f 


his mortal exhibition, that not a ſingle attend- 


ant, or one glimmering taper, remained about 


him as tokens of reſpectful attention. My 


mother and her companion were obliged to 


the day-light alone for the faint view _ 
per en of the funeral. decorations. - 
The melancholy and diſreſpectfu 
E juſt been witneſs to, was no ſooner de- 


ſeribed to Mrs. Godfrey by her woman, than 
it had ſuch an effect upon her as to occaſioon 
a long and ſevere illneſs; which at length - 
reduced her to ſuch a tate, that had ſhe ex- 
perienced the ſame negle<cful treatment her 
brother had done, ſhe muſt have been burie s 
alive. For one Sunday, fancying +herlelf 


better than ſhe had been for ſome time, and 


| I" to chapel ; as weng ; 
7 N | Fe 


. ſhe : 


Ms 


; 
— 1 rr — - : P * . 
- b 

_—_— 1 * "PX * — n * — > hs * 3 Wo * * " 

— — — Nr — nn. AL — 2 . 5 — f 

* 8 2 * 5 > 2 

— — 2 k. N — — 50 —— CCITETS 2 — * — ED > 1 * * ** N . * q 
_ (+ — _ . * — = 4 get oy; „„ oT wt. b we * 1 
v7 gp "7 dx dos 0 * < 
7 * 
1 


1 —_ 7 . . ONO ETON 
* (Sy — ell . 3 * ou OO Er Ve REY coor ran NM Dr fog, 
4 why x A 2 , eV - 2 w 9 . 
* * . _ > = ” — 7 


citations of his friends to have che body i inter- 
red, he continued reſolute in his determinatior 
till the Sunday following; when; exactly at 
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that purpoſe, ſhe ſuddenly fell en to all 
appearance dead. ,, 


The ſcreams of her woman and . 3 


brought Colonel Godfrey into the room; who, 


having probably ſeen inſtances of perſons 


remaining in a ſtate of inſenſibility for a con- 


ſiderable time, and afterwards recovering, 


directed that his lady ſhould be immediately 


put into bed, and 4 two perſons ſhould con- 
ſtantly continue with her, till indubitable 


- ſymptoms appeared of her deceaſe. The 
conſequences proved, with how much judg- 


ment the Colonel had acted. Notwithſtand- 
ing the opinion of the Phyſicians, who. all 


deelared that che breath of life was irrecover- 


ably departed. and in oppoſition to the ſoli- 


the ſame; hour on which the change had hap- 


4 vened. ſiens appeared ef pat in =} I $4 + 


B —— 245. eee 


7 So punQtual was nature in her operations u 
this ſingular occaſion, that Mrs. Godfre 

| awoke from her trance juſt as. the e | 
was once more ringing ; which ſo perfectly 


dicated from her memory every trace of 


: ber end that ſhe: blamed her attend- 


-ants for not awaking her in time to go 

church, as ſhe had propoſed to do. Colonel 
Godfrey, whoſe — to his lady was 
unremitted, taking advantage of this incident, 
op Se orders wane ſhe Gould: by no 
means 


* 


— — nt" a * * 
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| means be made. acquainted with . had 
: happened, leſt it ſhould make a melancholy 
p Hon on her mind. And I believe to the 
5 day of her death ſhe remained ignorant of it. 
8 Had I not heard the foregoing ſtory fre- 
"= quently repeated by my mother, I own Iſhovld ' 
* have had forme doubt of the credibility of it, 
7 as it is of ſo extraordinary à nature; but as 
M I could depend upon her veracity, I can” take 
e upon me to aſſure you of the truth of it. 
Ee What a dreadful ſituation muſt the poor lady 
— have been in, but for her huſband's refolu-" 
E tion! 1 ſhudder at the very thought of it; 
"y as J doubt not but you alſo do, whilſt vou 
are reading the account. T ſhall therefore 
1 

n 

at 

* 


1 take the opportunity of concluding my letter; 

* and am, with unden of he "OR © AUS, 
grade and- KS Ns ee ee 
| "MADAM, - pines. bag ee 
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chat ſhe had united herſelf to a perſon who had 
greatly deceived her with reſpect to his cir- 
cumſtances. Inſtead of Mr. Buſby's 3 
poſſeſſed of the property the world els he 
had, he was ſo greatly involved in debt, that 
all my grandmother's effects were ſeized by his 
| 8 So that not having taken the neceſ- ' 
ſary precautions to ſecure a maintenance ſor 
herſelf and daughter, before her marriage, ſhe - | 
was now left deſtitute of every means of ſupport. 
This reyerſe of fortune induced her to ac- 
1 cept with. thankfulneſs of the generous offer 
Mrs. Godfrey had lately made her; and ſne 
eſteemed herſelf happy in finding ſo reſpe&- 
able an aſylum for her child. But however 
flattering the proſpect at that time appeared,” ot, 
| fram this period have I too much reaſon to 
date the commencement of my mother's mis- of 
= fortunes, and conſequently of my own ; for 
being now removed from under the Parental 
cee of my grandmother, ſhe became liable to 
all che arts and temptations youth | and beauty 
gare continually expoſed to. 
E ſoon as Mrs, Godfrey received my 
other's permiſſion, ſhe placed my mo- 
2 1 WM cher at a boarding- ſchool in Queen — 6 W 
3 where her own daughter was educated ; and 
here ſhe remained till ſhe arrived at the age 
of fourteen, when ſhe unfortunately r . 
. the notice of Lord Tyrawley. This noble 
man, who was in the bloom of life, and 70 
| e . his eee for his wit. 
1 8 W 


O. . „iA 11 ˙ 


5 courage, and other accompliſhments, meeting 
5 accidentally with my mother, whilſt ſhe was. 
1 upon a viſit, was ſtruck with her beauty, and 
was determined if poſſible to gain poſſeſſion 
of it. And as my mother on her part was 
>. equally captivated with his aſſiduous addreſſes, 
. and found her vanity gratified by receiving 
I die devoirs of a perſon of his conſequence 3 
I it is no wonder that, young and inexperi- 
enced as the was, his lordſhip at length ſuc- 
ceeded in his deſigns. Her heart ſoon Yield- 
ing to the ſoft. impulſe, there needed not an 
entreaties to induce her to elope from ſchool. 
She accordingly ſeized the firſt favourable 
opportunity, and leaving the protection of 
her kind Pat atroneſs, ſought for herpa in e 
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TB - arms of her lover. 75 2 
* Lord Tyrawley having been 0 far ſucceſy=- 
* ful, he carried his fair prize to his on apart- 
1 ments in Somerſet-Houſe, where the was 


reeated with the ſame reſpect as if ſhe had 
„ | really been Lady Tyrawley. This honour he 
bad frequently promiſed before her elope- 
_ ment to confer upon her, and he ſtill conti- 

Wh: + nued to aſſure her that he would fulfil: his en- 
e, | cxgements. Lulled therefore into ſecurity: by. . 
. theſe promiſes, by her on affection, and by 
3e his increaſing fondneſs, ſhe aſſumed his lord- | 


=3- | ſhip's name, and vainly imagined herſelf to 
. as truly his wife as if ihe _ knot had 

A RE - been indiflolubly We E i 
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And in this pleaſing delirium, enhanced by 
all the ſplendour of nobility, my mother lived 
for ſeveral months. But as the wheel of for- 
tune is ſeldom at a ſtand, ſhe was now to ex- 
perience a difagreeable change in her affairs. 

Lord Tyrawley was ordered to join his regi- 
ment in Ireland. And it became the more 
neceſſary that he ſhould obey the order, as his 
own private concerns in that kingdom required 
his inſpection. I will not pretend to deſcribe 
the pangs the lovers felt upon this occaſion. 
I ſhall obſerve that his lordſhip tore himſelf 
away with the utmoſt reluctance, and left my 
mother in a ſtate little ſhort of diſtraction. 

On his arrival in Ireland, Lord Tyrawley 
found his affairs in a very different ſituation 
from what he expected. The ſteward, who 
had the management of his eſtates, had taken 
advantage of his lordſhip's abſence and inat- 
tention, and enriched himſelf at his maſter's 

ence, So that inſtead of finding a very 
Conſiderable balance in his ſeward's hands, 
as he had always concluded there was, he had 
che mortification'to learn that he was greatly 
involved in debt; and as he had lived in an 
expenſive” ſtyle, he. whole of his debts a- 
mounted to an enormous ſum. How to ex- 
tricate himſelf from theſe difficulties was the 
queſtion. The only reſource which preſented 
itſelf to his lordſhip; was that of Aire — — 

y with a fortune ſufficient to diſenta 

um. But to this * attachment to my mother 


0 


within the circle of his 


G. A. B E L L AM v. 13 


| appeared an irremoveable bar. He was con- 


vinced that ſhe loved him too well to object 
to. a ſtep which could only preſerve him from 
ruin; yet as he knew at the ſame time the 
violence of her temper, 
the propoſal to her; and it was a long while 
before he could reſolve upon doing what 


would be attended with a e of 4 


her for ever. 


The urgency of kin 3 however, at 


length requiring à ſpeedy remedy he looked 
round among the ſingle ladies of fortune 


acquaintance, and 
fixed on Lady Mary Stewart, daughter of 


the Earl of on, as a proper object for 


his. addreſſes; her fortune bein aq according to. 
public report, thirty thouſand pounds; and 


that lady having been heard to declare a par- 


tiality for him. She could not; indeed, boaſt 
of her charms. Her perſon, however, was 


genteel, and what was infinitely more. to be 


prized, ſhe. was endowed with as engaging a 
diſpoſition as ever woman was bleſt with. 


Alas! how hard muſt be her lot, to he united 


to a man, whoſe. attachment to another would 
| render him inſenſible of her merit 


Whilſt the cout was carry ing on, the 


| father of the lady, naturally: anxious for his 


daughter's happineſs, examined minutely into 
Whatever. concerned his intended fon- in-law; 
and having heard much of. his connection 


with wy. mother, his Nur wrote her. a. 
| B 


* J. 


he dreaded to make 


polite | 


rn ' 
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4 polite letter, requeſting to know from her the 


nature of it ; giving her at the fame time his 
reaſons for ſuch an enquiry. | fa 


When my mother, or Lady Tytawicy, i as ahne 


was then called, received Lord Bleſſington's 
letter, ſhe was not quite recovered from the 


weakneſs attendant on a lying- in; ſo that ſhe 
was the leſs able to cope with the heart rend- 


ing information it conveyed ; and ſhe reſign- 


eck herſelf totally to the impulſe of her rage. 
The violence of her paſſion got the better of 
her affection, and without liſtening to the 


dictates of prudence, ſhe encloſed” Lord Bleſ- 


ſington every letter ſhe had received from her 
lover. A;nong theſe was one ſhe had juſt re- 


i _ ceived by the ſame poſt, and which, as ſhe had a 


not broken it open, ſhe ſent unopened. In 
chis letter Lord Tyrawley had informed her of 
the diſtreſſed ſituation of his affairs, and con- 
ſequently of the ſad neceſſity there was for his 


marrying ſome lady of fortune, to extricate 


him from his difficulties. He added, that he 
ſhould ſtay no longer with his intended wife 
than was neceſſary to receive her fortune, when 
he would immediately fly on the wi ngs « of love 

to ſhare it with her. That, though another 
had his hand, ſhe alone poſſeſſed his - Vine and 


was his real wife i in the ſight of Heaven. That, 


in order to teſtify the truth of what he ad- 


0 vanced, he had made choice of Lady Mary 


Stewart, who was both ugly and fooliſh, in 


; preference to one with an eren orten who. 


. was 


Cc. i Ar 15 


wid Bk beaütiful and Renfible; left ab unit 


with a more agreeable perſon, might be the 


means of decreaſing his affection for her. 
With, what indignation” muſt the Earl of 


Bleſſington receive ſuch” incontroyertible 
proofs of Lord Tyrawley's perfidy! He was 
To exaſperated againft him, that he imme- 
5 forbade his daughter, on pain of his 


evereſt diſpleaſure, ever to ſee or. write to 
her perfidious lover again. But his injunc- 


tions came too late; for they natd been already | 


united in connubial bonds, Without the earl Ss. 
knowl edge or conſent. 


Lord T rawley now Hind hiwlelr the- 


victim of his own unwarrantable duplicity. 


Diſappointed of receiving. the fortune which 


had been the ſole inducemenc for his marry- 


ing, and united to a woman he hated, he was 
truly miſerable. Being, however, determined 
to get rid of his lady at all events, he inſiſted 
on à ſeparation; and immediately ſolicited 
the Miniſter to be ſent to the court of Liſbon 


in a. public character. This was readily 
; granted him; as no one was better qualified 


for ſuch an important employment than his 
lordſhip, not only on account of his being a 
perfect maſter 85 the Portugueſe language, 
but from the brilliancy of his parts, and 
political knowledg| „ which | were ſcarcely 8 
equalled by any his « Iperitors. . 
At the ine of his paration from his. 
bal, Eord ane 4 ſetthed eight hundred 


2M 2 pounds 
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pounds a year upon her, and ſhe went to re- 
de inthe very apartments in Somerſet-Houſe 
my mother had lately occupied. That poor 
dear woman no ſooner heard of the marriage - 
of her beloved lord, than diſtracted at the 
thought, the immediately haſtened from a 
place which muſt continually remind her of 
her loſt happineſs, and diſapf inted expecta- 
tions ; leaving behind her all the plate, and 
other preſents, the fondneſs of the moſt gene- 
rous of men had beſtowed. upon her : as ſne 
was determined to take nothing with her that 
mould bring to her memory her faithleſs per- 

. paramour. Having brought my mother 
to this reverſed period of her fortune, leſt 1 
tire you with, too long an epiſtle, I will here 
Put an FOR. to it. Believe me to o be, 
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T Ceed my laſt — * with an account 
of my mother's leaving her apartments at 
Somerſet-Houſe, in all the agonies of deſpair 
and reſentment. It happened - fortunately | 
Br her, chat a 1 in eee of 
ie T * Bo 1 
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my grandmother” s contracted circumſtarices, | 
had ſome time before left her as a legacy a 
houſe ſituated in Great Queen- Street, Lin- 
coln's-Inn-Fields. In this houſe my grand- 
mother now reſided, and by letting out part of 
it, together with ſome aſſiſtance ſhe received 
from her good friend Mrs. Godfrey, procured 
for herſelf a decent ſubſiſtence. Though 
ſhe: had not ſeen her daughter ſince her elope- 
ment, and was much diſpleaſed with her for 
her imprudent conduct, yet in ſuch a trying 
moment ſhe could not refuſe her admittance 
beneath her roof. My mother eri | 
1 now made this her abode. 
Wuilſt ſhe had reſided at Somertet- 1 ble 
and lived in ſplendour, one of the principal 
actreſſes belonging to Drury-Lane Theatre, 
whoſe name was Bu tler, had applied to her 
to ſolicit her intereſt on her benefit- night. 
An intimacy thereupon commenced between 
them and during Lord Tyrawley's abſence 1 
in Ireland, Mrs. Butler had frequently ſpent | 
many days with my mother at her apartments. 
As wy mother had made this lady her con- | 
fidant during her more proſperous ſtate, ſhe - WM 
now imparted to her the ſituation of her fi- "MW 
ices, and expectations, and conſulted her 
on the meaſures ſhe thould purſue for her 
future maintenance. 9 
F Mrs. Butler finding chore: was but little phe: 
15 | Js from her friend's preſent irritated 
N of mind, that her connection with Lord 
. Tyranley 


nr * 
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Tyrawley 1 ever be renewed, adviſed 
her to take to the profeſſion ſhe herſelf fol 
- lowed. Though my os s perſon was tall, 
her figure ſtriking, and ſhe poſſeſſed no ſmall 
ſhare of beauty, yet from an unanimated 
formality which appeared about her, pro- 
bably from her aſſociating in the early part 
of — life with the Quakers,. no very ſan- 
guine hopes were to be entertained of her 
ſucceeding on the ſtage. However, over- 
come by the earneſt ſolicitations and flatter- 
ing repreſentations of Mrs. Butler, ſhe fixed 
on that track to obtain a future proviſion. 
The London Theatres. at that time nat 
| ſeeming} to promiſe an adyantagegus engage- 
ment it was: thought moſt adviſable that 
my mother ſhould go over to Ireland; where 
there Was great reaſon to expect that ſhe 
would meet with ſupport from: Lord Ty- 
rawley's friends, many of whom had been 
introduced to her whilſt ſhe reſided at So- 
merſet-Houſe. This then ſhe determined 
on; and leaving the ſon ſhe. had lately 
brought into the world to the care of her 
mother, undertook an expedition, Which, 
even when attended with every convenience 
is not over agreeable, alone, friendleſs, un- 
protected, and almoſt broken-heartet. 
When ſhe arrived in Dublin, ſhe was re- 
ceived with conſiderable applauſe. But her 
ſucceſs ſeems to have been more owing to 
the a of that era not being then 
9 acc omed 


| accuſtomed to ein n than to 
the brilliancy of my mother's theatrical 
. ones. She, however, continued there for 
ſeveral years, performing the firſt charac- 
ters, with ſome degree of reputation; hut 
a diſagreement ariſing, at length, between 
_ the 22 oprietors of the theatre and herſelt, 
termined to leave that city. - 
m— deliberating ſome time upon the 
| S ſhe ſhould now ſteer, ſhe on a ſudden 
formed the ſtrange and unaccountable re- 
- - ſolution of embarking for Portugal, in 
order to renew her affectionate intimacy 
with Lord Tyrawley. His lordſhip, during 


bier reſidence in Ireland, had repeatediy 


wrote to her, inviting her in the warmeſt 


terms, and conjuring her by that tenderneſs 


which had once mutually fubfiſted: between 
them, to come to him: but finding his ſoli-- 
_ - Fitations ineffectual, he had long ſince for- 
borne them. In this. dilemma, however, 
they occurred to my mother in their full 
force, awakened that love which had only 
lain dormant in her boſom, and Noire out 
is courſe ſhe ſhovld-purſue. 
„Notwithſtanding my mother's juſt refuſab 4 
\ of Lord Tyrawley's repeated invitations, and 
_ notwithſtanding her | betraying him to the 
Earl of Bleſſington, had been the ſole cauſe 
of his lordihip's long abſence from his native 
country; yet ſhe was received by him, on 
= el at Liſbon, with the warmeſt tranſi 
B. 4 3 
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ports. But vnluckily a eireumſtance had 
happened which made her preſence \much 
leſs agreeable now, than it would have been 
at the time he preſſed her ſo fervently to 
come over to him. Difappointed in his 
hopes of renewing his connection with her, 
he had entered into one with a Portugueſe 
lady, named Donna Anna; whom he had 
ſeduced from her patroneſs, the lady of the 
unfortunate Comte d'Olivarez. I his being 
now his lordſhip's ſituation, and of which, 


on account of the violence of my mother's 

temper, he. did not care to inform her; he 
placed her in the family of an Engliſh mer- 

Chant, where ſhe was e with the N | 


| eiviliey and re 


Here fhe Ned ſhi ene time in * 
Rate” of perfect tranquillity, nothing tran- 
ſpiring relative to his lord ip s new flame 
to diſturb her peace of mind. But, as 1 


have before obſerved; the wheel of fortune 
is continually revolving; and my mother's 


Happineſs was net to be permanent. Aa : 


Engliſn gentleman, by name Bellamy, came 
one day to pay a viſit to the merchant in 
whoſe houfe ſhe was placed; when ' ſtruck 
with her charms, and unacquainted with her 

ſituation, che Captain became ſo enamoured 
with her, that he ſolicited her to accept of 


his hand. This ſhe repeatedly refuſed, en 4 


5 out diſcovering her reaſons for ſo doin 5 
be the offer was my from a di „ 
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tageous one, Captain Bellamy: concluded that 
fome other attachment could alone prevent 

its being accepted; and, as jealouſy is eagle 
eyed, he fixed on Lord Tyrawley, whom he 
obſerved to come ſometimes to his . 
houſe, as the obſtacle to his ſucceſs. 
indeed, that he could ſuppoſe that any _ 
more than an allowable friendſhip fubſiſted. 
between! his lordſhip and my mother, his 
viſits being neither long nor frequent. Cap- 
tain Bellamy could not, however, forbear 
hinting his apprehenſions; which brought on 
a converſation, in which he diſcovered to her 
his lordſhip's connections with Donna Anna, 


and as an unpleaſing appendix, informed her 


that the Ts tht Wich fas: ſe⸗ 
cond child by him. 

Rage and reſentment againſt Lord Tyra 
ley ance more. took: poſſeſſion of my mo- 
ther's bgſom;; and elfefted: what Captain 
Bellamy's moſt ſtrenuous folicitations were 
not equal to. Without allowing herſelf a mo- 


ment's reflection, ſhe, conſented to give her 
hand to him; and as ſoon as the nuptial be- 


nediction was pronounced, ſet off with him 
for Ireland, to Which kingdom the ſhip he 
commanded was bound, and then ready to 
fail. All this was executed with ſo much ex 
| pedition.. and fecreſy, that his lordſhip, 
. in ſuch. a pbk e was not 


— 4 


1e. 


In n months after che arrival of Cap- 
tain Bellamy and his new=-married lady at 
the place of their deſtination, to the i inexpreſ- 
ble aſtoniſhment; and diſſatisfaction of the 
former, I made my appearance on this — | 
able globe. My mother had ſo carefully 
her pregnancy, and her connec- | 
tion with Lord Tyrawley, from her huſpand, 
chat he had not entertained the leaſt. ſuſpicion 
of her incontinence. My birth, however, diſ- 
covered the whole ; and fo exaſperated was 
the Captain at her d uplicity, that he mme- 
diately left the kingdom, and never after 
4 either ſaw-or. cor donde. with her. . 
Having now infermed you with how little 
 applayſe I made my firſt entrance on the 
ſtage of life, I ſhall defer any further ac- 
count of my ſubſequent appearances till 1 
write again, which 1 purpoſe. doing in a iow 
| We” 12 e ee 1 


r f . 
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ſome months too ſoon for Captain Bel- 
i Any to _ any degree of conſanguinity | 

Wich. me. Vives ſoon as + Lord ene b 
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gained intelligence, after my mother's de- 
Parture from Liſhon, of * place of her 
geeſtination; he wrote to his adjutant, Cap 
tain Pye, who reſided near Fingal, the tows: 
where ſhe had ſettled; to ney if ſhe 
ſhould prove pregnant in time to eonclude- 
it was the effect of her viſit to his lordſhip- Ml 
chat his lady would take the infant under her 
care as ſoon as it was born, without ſuffer- 
ing my mother, if poſſible, to ſee it. This. 
ſevere injunction of his lorfhip proceeded 
from his entertaining à belief, that her ſud- 
den retreat from Liſban was not 1 conſe-. 


gquence of her having fe | 
| WF - Bellamy, 


connection with Capi But 
chrough the natural Ke of her paſ-. 
ions, and! the fickleneſs of her diſpoſition 
5 I was, therefore, agreeable to his. Lordſhips. 
| directions, taken from my mother ſoen after 
my birth, and put under the care of a nurſe; 
with whom IL. — till I. was: 3 
old. At that time the regiment” returnin 
to barraeks in Dublin, Mrs. Pye, whoſe 
1 Wade 1 ſhall never forget, and whoſe: mer 
* ſhall ever revere, took me ea; ol 
ſe, and cartied me with her. 6005 
| 1 3 Madam, I muſt bag 200 N 
| 1 you with an anecdote of my nurſe, 
which exhibits ſuch a proof of the attach- 
ment and: fidelity of the lower claſs n 
; 3 as. does them infinite honour. 
2 IE © . 41 3 en | FO 111 neuer 
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never occurs to my mind; but it excites "hey 
tendereſt ſenſations ; and 1 ſhould: deem my- 
felf ungrateful in the extreme, were I not 
18 8 be to mention her name with reſpect. IEP + 
It happened that the ſummer, in the 
| midftof which I was taken from the care of 
my foſter- mother, was uncommonly hot! 
Notwithftanding chis, ſo exceſſive was the 
good woman's affection for me, that ſne 
walked every day from the village in which 
ſhe lived, to the barracks, which were three 
miles diſtant, and with a child fucking at 
her breaſt. The igtenſe heat, united with 
che affliction net at my being taken 
from her, had ſu cn effect upon her con- 
ſtiration, that it brought on an inflammatory 
fever, hich put an end to her life. It is 
a cuſtom in many parts of Ireland, to. con- 
vey che remains of the dead to thoſe for 
mom, Wwhilſt living; they ee to have 
the ſimcereſt regard; and: the cuſtom was 
not neglected upon the deceaſe of my wor- 
thy nurſe. Captain Pye's fervants having 
riſen one morning, upon ſome occaſion or 
other, earlier than uſual, and left the ſtreet 
.  dooropen; as 1 lay in bed, I heard my foſ- 
tere father's voice audibly uttering what is 
vulgarly + called the Iriſh: howt. 4b & why 
did you die? with all its plainrive eloquence, 
diſtinctly reached my ear. Alarmedł at the 


| Den. known | ſound, 1 haſtily leaped” out f 


bed, and ran almoſt naked into the ſtreet; 
FB ; where, 


den; to my ee even at that early 
„ 1 found the lamentation now become 
. around the body of my poor 
nurſe; whoſe affection for me had coſt her 
her life— Why, O thou great Diſpoſer of 
events! why was I born to be the cauſe of 
unhappineſs, and even death to thoſe who 
really loved me; vchilſt thy inſcrutable de- 
erees have made me ſubſervient to thoſe, 
whoſe: vows were falſe as dicer's oaths, 
and whoſe views were only the l of 
their own pleaſure” or intereſt: | 
When I had nearly obtained the⸗ age af 
four years, Captain ' Fyeygeceived: directions 
from Lord Tyrawley to nd me to France 
for education. His Lordſhip! had been in- 
timate. with--the! unfortunate: Colonel Frazer 
in his. youthful: days. And though their 
Political principles were diametrically op- 
poſite, humaniry induced him to make ſome 
proviſion for the Colonel's only daughter, 
who was now left an orphan: and deſtitute of 
ſupport. True Philanthropy will not ſuffer 
a difference either in political or — 
principles to reſtrain its dictates. 1 38471 
e young lady, r wenn 
older than myſelf, and very gmiable both in 
perſon and diſpoſition, was fixed. on by Lord 
| Tyrawley to be my companion to France; 
and Mrs. Pye attended us herſelf to London, 
e b to W us with ſuch e as 
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we wanted, and to enquire out the moſt el 
ible convent in which. to place us, 
Whilſt we were in London, the Wee 
vant who had the care of me, ſeeing mx 
mother's name in the play- bills of Covent- 
Garden Theatre, imagined ſhe ſnhould 
be an unacceptable viſitor, if ſhe took me 
to pay my reſpects to her. She accordingly 
inquired! where my mother lodged; and, 
without aſking her miſtreſs's conſent; led me 
to her. We were inſtantly: uſhered up 
ſtairs, where we found my mother in a gen- 
toel dreſs. Though I was too young to ex- 
perience any attraction from her beauty, 
yet her fine clothes pleaſed me much, and I 
ran towards her with great freedom. But 
what concern did my little heart feel, when 
ſhe rudely puſhed me from her, and T heard 
her exclaim, after viewing me with atten- 
tion for ſome moments, & My God! what 
« have you brought me here? + this: goggle- 
dc eyed, ſplatter-faced, * gabbart-mouthed. 
de wretch is not my child! take her away!! 
I had been fo accuſtomed to endearments, 
that I was the more ſenſibly affected at this 
unexpected ſalutation, and I went away as. 
much diſguſt | m mother's as _ could: 
bes with me. 
Mrs. Pye: Gm prevailed. upon Mrs. 
83 an Iriſn lady who lived at Bou- 
e to * Miſs Frazer and 9 
ä : er 
A . e N 
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her a... we accompanied her to 
France, Strict orders were given that I 
Mould not be contradicted, and that if I 
diſliked one convent, we ſhould be removed 
to another. The money neceffary for our 
ſupport was to be remitted to Mr. Smith, 
wine-merchant in that town, to whom te | 
lame injunctions were given. 99 4 
On our arrival at Boulogne we were 
placed in the convent of the Nunciats, ſitu- 
ated in the lower town. We had not been 
there long, before a nun was immured be- 
tween the walls, the puniſhment uſually 
inflicted on thoſe of the ſiſters who un- 
fortunately - break their vow of chaſtity. 
The infliction of this horrid puniſhment 
affected Miſs, Frazer ſo much, 5 the dirti- 
neſs of the convent was ſo intolerably offen- 
five, even to me, though but a child, that 
ve determined to get removed. We ac- ac- 
condingliy applied to Mrs. Smith for — 4 
purpoſe, who in a ſhort time came and con- 
ducted us to the convent of the Ur * in 
the upper town. On mentioning the m_ 
of the convent; even at. this diſtant e 
L cannot help exclaiming, PPYs 
& much-regretted. manſion } thou tweet abode 
& of tranquillity and delight l how ſupremely: 
4 bleſſed ſhould I have been, had I remained 
< till this hour within thy ſacred walls?! 
Here I continued till I had attained the 
dleventh year of * age; when the man- 
ps ws 
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date, the dreadful mandate arrived, which 
bid us prepare for our return. With what 
heart-felt pangs did I receive it! Having 
no knowledge of the nobleman to whom I 
was indebted for: my being and ſubſiſtence ; 
and the contemptuous manner in which my 
mother had treated me {till dwelling on my 
remembrance; I had not the leaſt deſire 4 
ſee either of thein..! Jo ſtay in the convent, 
and ſtill to be accompanied by my much 
loved Maria, was the utmoſt of my wiſhes, 
The whole community, indeed, 44 ſiſters 
as well as the penſioners, treated me With 
great kindneſs. But one of the nuns per- 
key idolized me. When I took my leave 
of her, my feelings were ſuch as 1 —9 not 
able to deſcribe. Their pungency was far 
beyond what a girl of my age could be ſup- 
poſed to experience. I have often thought 
they were a ſure preſage of the miſeries 
which have attended me through life; not 
only ſuch as have ariſen from iny o] indiſ⸗ 
cretions, but thoſe which owe their foun- 
dation to the complicated machinations of 
the worſt of men. The former 1 ſhall recite 
in the following part of my narrative, wich- 
out attempting to palliate, or excuſe them, 


. fatisfied that nothing but the fincereſt contri- 


tion will now avail. The latter I ſhall give 
an account of with the ſtricteſt regard to . 
| eahdour, +1940 n, and e 1 3 I 


. A. BELLA MY. 29 


which Chriſtianiry bids: me do, 1 ſhall not 
E et 7s 
Being now about to take my leis: 10 
France, and, at the fame time, of the happy 
age of puerility, ' innocence, and peace, I 
ſhall at rhis regretted æra put an end to my 
letter, with only aſſuring you that I ſhall ever 


W meer e every ſtage of my life WILLS 


U 
Fern adam, 417 | 
— ; 5 
e OTE pL e e r grateful, 83 
V B. 
Ex : 
LINE g 4 f * r 4 r > ; #* 8 
8 ! 5 . £ #8 „ "x £ © # a - 
2 ah * E — x 4 2 
— 3 — . 
p — - Sy: 2 + . 
.- 3 Sou Woe 7 re 4 4 
95 * 5 T * * v. 
? 7 a 9 g F 
c nh; 8 I OR — r 
D n 11 N — 
” 2 a 7 — 4} ; £ 4 >. 5 I * 1 - * 45 4 


' Ofcber 1%. 7 
H EN we ec at Dover, we were 
met by a perſon named Du Vall, who 
Had once been a domeſtic of Lord Tyraw- 
ley. He naw kept a peruke maker's ſhop in 
St. James s Street ; and with him we were to 
reſide, till his 'Lordthip" $ return. from Por- 
tugal, which was every day exp ected. Mrs. 
Du Vall, his wife, was a I 7 agrecable 
French woman, much younger than her 
huſband, and of rather too gay a difpoſition 
8 his 1 Near Mr. Du Vall lived 

a perſon whoſe name was Jones. He had 
formerly been a cutler, but at the. ſolicitation 
of his wife he had opened a china and bijou 
hop. From the e « their NZ | 
5 i a 
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an intimacy had commenced between Mrs. 
Du Vall and Mrs. Jones, and there was a 
1 ſociability between the families. 
The latter was the daughter of an emi- 
nent apothecary in Weſtminſter, who had 
given her what is generally termed a gen- 
teel education: that is, ſhe was well verſed 
in the faſhions, and in the amuſements, of 
the faſhionable world; ſhe ſpoke bad French, 
and could invent with great facility, addi- 
tions to the lie of the day. She had a good 
addreſs, and abounded in what is vuſuzlly 
denominated” "ſmall talk. She underſtood 
the art of flattery ſo well as to be able ta 
charm her female "cuſtomers, and of co- 
| Jr ſpicient to captivate the men. 
| ith | theſe 8 it is not te be 
doubted but Mrs. Jones rendered her ſhop 
the reſort. of many reſpectable people. I * 
variety of articles, cngaging to a * 
mind, which were therein diſplayed, 
duced me to pay. frequent viſits to the M2 
of it; ho ſeemed much pleaſed with my 
vivacity. 
During SET, viſits, i: became acquainted 
with moſt of the nobility that frequented 
the ſhop. In particular I formed an inti- 
macy with three ladies of quality, two 
of whom honoured me with their friend- 
ſhip. to the lateſt periods of their lives. 
"Theſe. were Lady Caroline Fitzroy, the 
* Miſs Conway. and Miſs St. 
f : 
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Leger. The firſt, to whom I acknowledge 1 
have lain under many obligations, has can- 
celled them all, by doing me the injuſtiee to 

believe me capable of ſpeaking ſomething 
diſreſpectful of her ladyſhip. Her thus giv- 
ing ear to the tongue of ſlander has prevented 


me from ever wiſhing to renew the intimacy 


with which ſhe once favoured me. As 1 
have made it an invariable rule never to hear 
any thing ſpoken in company to the diſad- 


vantage even of a common acquaintance, 
without endeavouring to vindicate them, 


thinking it would greatly leſſen me to be 
conſidered as the companion of any perſon 
"a whom I entertained an unfavourable opi- 


nion) is it to be ſuppoſed I ſhopld ſpeak 


ill of one to whom I was greatly obliged, 
and had always highly eſteemed? A conſci- 
duſneſs of not having deſerved her ladyſhip's 
_ diſpleaſure has ſupported me under it. And 
were all thoſe of my own ſex who are prone to 
ſpeak flightingly of others upon ill-grounded 
reports, to curb this propenſity, can affure 
them they wouldreaj ere ſatisfaction 
from doing ſo Pardon, my dear madam, this 
digreſſion; as one of the company, you are 
excepted, you know, from any implied cenſure. 


At length the long wiſhed for hour of Lord 
Tyrawley s arrival in England was announced | 
to Miſs Frazer and myſelf. - Upon our goin S | 
to Stratton-Street; where his lordſhip” ha 


taken up his reſidence, he received us both | 
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in the andere manner, but with regard to 
myſelf, he ſeemed to enjoy ſuch heart- felt 
pleaſure at the interview, that I was charmed 
with my reception. Donna Anna's ſatis faction 
at ſeeing me was far, very far ſhort of his 
lordſhips. Nor was this to be wondered at, 


as ſhe had ſeveral children of her own, and 


conſequently dreaded ſo formidable a rival in 
his lordſhip's favour, as 1 was likely to prove. 
But her malevolent ſhafts were aimed at me 
through my beloved friend, to whom ſhe was 
continually ſhewing marks of her -diflike. 
Her cunning dictating to her that his lord- 
_ ſhip would not ſuffer any perſon to treat me 
ill, with impunity, ſhe took this metliod to 
£5 me pain. And ſhe could not SY Pur- 
ued a more effectual one. er 
As I was at that time, and have ever ſince 
been ſteady in my attachments, I could not 
bear to ſee my Maria treated thus unkindly. 
4 therefore uſed my intereſt with his lordſhip 
to remove us from a place that was become 
diſagreeable to me on more accounts than 
one. For though my lord lived in all the 
ſplendour a perſon of his rank is entitled to, 
and indeed much beyond his income; yet his 
houſe had much more the appearance of a 
Turk iſh ſeraglio than the manſion of an Eng- 
liſh nobleman. To this may be added, that 
the gloom and hypocriſy which were con- 
ſtantſy viſible on the - countenance. of his 
x Henne: Dulcinea, rendered i it Far. from dl 
| able 
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able to a young creature whoſe ſpirits were, 


probably, too valatile. For theſe reaſons 1 


prevailed upon his lordſhip to place us at 
Mrs. Jones's in St. James's-Street; where, 
as he ſpent much of his time at White's Cho- 


colate-Houſe, he called in upon us ſome- | 
times twice a day... - 

Here we found ourſelves very-conforiably: 
ſituated. But that comfort was not to be of 
long duration. I now began to experience- 
the viciſſitudes of fortune. For we had re- 
ſided but a ſhort time at our new abode, be- 
fore I loſt my much- loved companion Miſs 


Frazer, She was ſeized with the meaſles; ' 
and, notwithſtandingevery care, fell a vin 


to that diſorder. Though this young lady 


was ſome years older than myſelf, and of a 
more ſerious diſpoſition, yet the regard ſhe 
had always ſhewn me was ſo tender and affec- 
tionate, and ſo indulgent was ſhe to my flights 
of fancy, as ſhe uſed to term them, that whilſt 


1 loved. her as a friend, 1 revered her as a 
eke 55 


There is, 1 believer no impreflion, char 


affects ſo ſtrongly a young mind as the ſup- 
5 poſition of being dear to another. Though 


originating merely from ſelf· love, it incites 
2 reciprocation. | The very idea that you are 


pleaſing, ſtimulates you to render yourſelf 
really ſo, even though there be not that ſimi- 


 larity. of, manners and diſpoſition on which an 


union of ſouls 1 is s uſually founded. ne 
0 | 
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My grief for the loſs of this bible youn g 
lady was ſo exceſſive, that it endangered my 
health; and for ſome time it was apprehended 


that I ſhould go into a decline. Upon this 


account Lord Tyrawley took a little box in 
Buſhy Park, to which in a few days we re- 


moved. The family now conſiſted of his 


lordſhip, Donna Anna, three girls all by 
different mothers, and myſelf. The boys 
were previouſly ſent to Mary KOene ſchool, 
and my own brother was at ſea. * ? 
My lord's fondneſs for me now bew no 
bounds. He not only thought he perceived 


1 


own, dur he flattered himſelf that, with the 


aid of due cultivation, I ſhould likewiſe 
inherit his wit, which was univerſally allowed 


wo be really brillant. 


Not long after we were at [Buſty-Park, A 


| Donna Anna having had the impudence to 


aàſſume tlie title of Lady T yrawley, Turing 
4 party of pleaſure in which ſhe and the 


three young ladies were engaged, his lord- 


chip was ſo muck offended thereat, that he 
ordered them all to return to town. So that I 
now had the happineſs of his lordſhip's com- 

y for ſix days in the week entirely to my- 
ſelf. On the remaining day (Sunday) he 
was always of his late majeſty's private party 


to Richmond. He uſually returned to town 


the ſame Nee, and” came ef 1 od 


NEXT c day. 
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The company his lordſhip brought with 


him, which were chiefly the witty and the 


gay, ſoon perceived, that to make their court 
to him, they muſt be laviſh in their praiſes of 
me. Accordingly, I became the object of 
their admiration, and was made to believe 
that I was actually a phenomenon. Till en- 
couraged by the flattery I daily received, 1 
was weak enough to conceit that I was bleſſed: 
with talents which dame Nature had never: - 
beſtowed upon me. Oh flattery! deluſive 

charm | how great is thy power, and how 
pernicious are thy effects! Even the old can- 
Lon withſtand thy influence; how then ſhall. » 

e young? Open, generous, free as air, in- 
capable of deceit, and believing others as 
ſincere as they appear to be; eaſily do ſuch 


fall victims to thy bewitching arts. The va- 


nity and conceit thou art the cauſe of, leave 
a laſting impreſſion on the mind, and to 
often taint the whole future life. Moſt care- 
fully then ſhould our ſex guard ain the 
inſinuating venom. | 
With this reflection, the juſtice of. 1 
doubt not, Madam, but you will readily. 
admit, I ſhall conclude my letter. And in- 
my next propoſe to entertain you with 4 ; 
CONN 2 9 0 of EA Vanity. . 
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0 R D Ps having prohibited my 
4 feading Caffandra, the only romance in 
s library, and on which a girl of my age 

and lively diſpoſition would naturally have 
firſt laid her hands, preferring poetry to hiſ- 
tory, I endeayoured to learn Pope's Homer 
by rote. In this I made ſuch proficiency, 
that in a ſhort time I could repeat the firſt 
three books. When I thought myſelf ſuffi- 

* ciently perfect, J languiſhed to be introduced 

to the incomparable author of them; not 
_ « doubting but he would be as much charmed 
with my manner of repeating The ee 

of Peleus ſon, as 1 myſelf, was. 
It was not till after I had Gequently: — 
cited Lord Tyrawley upon this head, that 
he would liſten to my requeſt. At length, 
However; he conſented; and we ſet off to- 
gether for Twickenham. As rode along, 
the ſuggeſtions of vanity | overpowered every 
apprehenſion; aid I Was nota little elated 
7 When I reflected on the conſpicuous figure 
was about to make. The carriage: ſtopped 
at the door. We were introduced £0 this. 
_ reat man. But before I had time to 
*wy/elf, or examine bim, Mr. Pope 
= the bell for his houſekeeper, and di- 
-_ * to take Miſs, and ſhew her the 


: : | 
* ; : 
7 B 
| N f 


G. A. BELLAMY. 37 
Senden, and give her as: much fruit As _ 


choſe to eat. „ 


How ſhall L find words to expreſs the mors 


tification I felt upon this occaſion]! It is nor 


in the power of language to deſcribe the trut 
tuation of my mind, on finding my vanity 


thus humbled. It is to be ſuppoſed I was 


not very complaiſant to the old lady. But 
ö the did not long attend me; for we had 
‚ ſcarcely got into the gardens, before ſhe 


pretended buſineſs, and left me to admire | 


6 | them, and eat fruit by myſelf. L 
was not in the leaft diſpleaſed. at dhe 


houſekeeper's abrupt departure, as it gave | 


me leiſure to meditate, and contrive ſome 


| method of teſenting ſo groſs an affront offered 


N to the infant Darier. For no leſs a perſonage 
a in the world of literature did I fancy chat I 
chould be, when my amazing powers had 


- acquired perfection. At laſt I concluded to 
carry into execution the following plan of 


R 
323 


revenge 1 determined never to read the 


wholly to attach myſelf to Dryden's Virgil. 


from the hopes of being amply revenged for 

_ Infule, But whilſt I was lala ing yet 
in this pleaſing reverie, I was in armed thar 
the catriage waited, 


RT found that: > had prevailed. on 


JJ U 45 en SR 


_ eynic's' tranflation of the Iliad again, but 


My heart exulted in the thought; and IL ex- 
'perienced thoſe ſweet cſenſations, which: ariſe 


as haſtened to it; and ben 1 ca 13 ; 
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the Earl of: Cheſterfield, who had ha 

to come in juſt after my ſuppoſed diſgrace, 

to accompany us to Buſhy. That nobleman 

ſoon. made me amends for the treatment I 
had juſt received, and removed the chagrin 

it had occaſioned. The elegant praiſes of a 

Cheſterfield tranſported my little heart, and 

atoned for the caſual contempt of a Pope. 
They filled my boſom with inconceivable 
pleaſure, and impreſt upon my memory ſuch 

a partiality for the beſtower of them, as was 

never after eradicated. | Indeed, the ſavour- 

able opinion he honoured me with in my pro- 
feſſion, was not a little flattering, and claim- 
ed my warmeſt gratitude. 

In a ſhort time after this, Lord Tyrawley 
was nominated ambaſſador to the court of 
Kufa. Upon which occaſion one of the 

ladies of quality before: mentioned, deſired 

Mrs. Jones, at whoſe ſhop I had firſt been 

honoured with her notice, to inform his 

lordſhip, that ſhe ſhould be happy if he 
would permit me to reſide with ber duting 
his abſence. This was too great a ſavour to 
be declined. My lord accordingly waited 
upon her ladyſhip. to return her thanks ſor 
her condeſcending offer, and at the ſame 
time to mention to her, his prohibition pant 
my ſeeing my mother. 
That unhappy woman had lately married 
an officer, a ſon of Sir George Walter, quite 
2 diffipated boy, young chough to be her 


own. child. As this , unnatural union had 
been dictated by paſſion, ſatiety and diſguſt 
ſoon followed; and her new huſband left her 
to join his regiment, which was ſtationed at 
Gibraltar. But before he went off, he ſtript 
her of every thing valuable ſhe was poſſeſſed 
of, even to her apparel. This he took an ö 
opportunity of doing whilſt my mother was at ñ 
the theatre; and he decorated with her clothes [ 
a woman that accompanied him abroad, 
Such generally are the conſequences of an 
union founded ſolely on paſſion; eſpecially 
where there is ſo great a diſparity of years. 
By ſuch an imprudent connection, the erring 
a female draws on herſelf the contempt and 
WF ridicule of cher own ſex, and expoſes herſelf 
0 the licentious attacks of the other. 
WMhether the diſtreſſed ſituation my mother 
1 herſelf in, from the depredations com- 
mitted on her property by her faithlefs huſ- 
band, induced her to wiſh to ſee me, that I 
might be the means of affording her ſome re- 
Het; or whether lier maternal ſeelings received 
additional vigour from her preſent diſtreſſes, 1 
I will not pretend to determine; but ſhe ap- 
plied to the very ſervant who had. formerly 
met with ſo rude a reception from her, and 
"whom ſne accuſed of bringing to her a ſuppo- 
ſitious child, to entreat that I would comè and 
reſide with ber. In doing this, ſhie doubtleſs 
had a view to the hundred pounds which Lord 
Tyramiey annually allowed me 1 clothes 
engl EL C2 an 
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and other incidental expences, and for pay- 
ing iny maid ſervant. 

As humanity has ever been my ruling paf. 
ſion, I could not bear to think that my parent, 
although ſhe had been unkind to me, was 
reduced to a ſtate of poverty; afflicted with 
illneſs; and ode by the perſon who 
ought to have been her ſupport and protector; 
without feeling an inclination to afford her 
all the aſſiſtance in my power. Liſtening, 
therefore, only to the duteous impulſe, I tool 
with me the ſmall ſum of money 1 happened 
to have by me, together with my watch, which 
was of conſiderable value, and a Fw 'other 


. trinkets, and haſtened to my mother's. houſe, 


without eventaking leave of the lady who had 
kindly protected me. I bluſh at the recol- 
lection; as her ladyſhip certainly deſerved a 
more grateful return. But tenderneſs for 


an affficted parent ſuppreſſed, at that 1 N 


every other conſideration. | 
My motherſeemed to ſtrive to make atone- 
ment for the ſlight ſhe had: formerly ſhewn 


me, by every proof of indulgent ſondneſs. 


This affect ionate attention made me ample 


amends for the loſs of that ſplendour and ele- 


gance I had juſt left; and I eſteemed myſelf 


E quite happy. The little money I had A e 
with me, was, however, but a temporary relief. 


When that was expended, my mother bor- 


rowed as much as ſhe could upon my watch 
and trinkets, e * would ſupply our 
. | neceſſities 
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hea till my quarter's ſalary was due. 
Bur when that. wiſhed-for hour arrived, to 
our great mortification, we found that it 
would no longer be paid up, on account of 
my removal. My mother now diſcovered, 
that inſtead of alleviating her own diſtreſ- 
| ſes, by enticing me to be with her, ſhe had 
added two perſons to her family, who were 
beer to look up to her for ſupport. 
An opportunity preſenting itſclf here, by 
my being about to enter on a new ſcene f 
life, for breaking off; leſt I ſhould tire you, 
as I have done myſelf,” I ſhall lay, down. my 
PR as won as I have aſſured you that 1 ow 
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ow blind; are 3 to the future l 
and from what trivial and apparentiy 


p accidental circumſtances. do. the ſucceſs, or 
TT misfortunes. of our lives originate L Lo. 1 in- 
ad, ſer che belt is all chat lies in our 
Ay power; the event depends on chat unſee n 


hand which makes all our moves,” Thus 
my imprudent reinoval from the protection 
of; DE: — patroneſs to whoſe care 1 had 
C2 been 


3 
8 
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been committed by Lord Tyrawley, dough 
the motive was in ſome meaſure allowable, 
as it proceeded from filial affection, laid the 
foundation of all thoſe errors and ſubſe- 
quent misfortunes which have been my lot. 
Hut to proceed with my narrative 
My mother had contracted an intimacy, of | 
the moſt friendly nature with a lady who 
vas lately arrived from the Eaſt- Indies, 
where her huſband was then a governor. 
This lady, whoſe name was Jackſon, had 
come over to England for the education of 
her: two daughters, and reſided in Montpe- 
lier Row, Twickenham, on account of her 
ill ſtate of health. She was generous to ex- 
ceſs; a propenſity which her huſband ena- 
bled her to indulge, by allowing her a very 
conſiderable income. As illneſs prevented 
ber from going out, or ſeeing much com- 
Puny, the invited my mother to paſs the 
ſummer with her. My mother accepted the 
invitation, and at the concluſion of the ſea- 
ſon at the theatre, took me down with her. 
Upon our arrival I was introduced to tlie 
| Foung ladies, who were about my own age, 
And who ſeemed to vie with each other to 
gain the firſt place in my affections. 
As we were walking out one evening, - we 
were overtaken by the celebrated Mrs. 
Woffington. Having been at the ſame the- 
_ re in 1 Dublin with ny; TONE HE: *politely 
* 
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ſaluted her, and ſeemed defirous of renew- 
ing the acquaintance which had once ſub- 


ſiſted between them. My mother ſhewing 


no reluctance on her part, Mrs. Woffington 


gave her a preſſing i invitation to ſpend ſome 
time with her at her houſe at Teddington, 
whither ſhe was then going; ; and deſired 
bi to bring me with her. 

Some unexpected company coming Abe 
FIN after, to viſit Mrs. Jackſon, we took 
that opportunity to acceptthe invitation Mrs. 
Woffington had given us. During our ſtay 
at her ſiſter's, I became acquainted with "Mr. 


| Sheridan, a celebrated actor, and a compe- 
titor of the incomparable Garrick. This 


gentleman invited us to his apartments, which 
were generally crowded with Iriſh gentlemen 


from the college of Dublin. Roſcius, at 


this time, languiſhed to be reconciled to 
Mrs. Woffington, with whom he had for- 


merly lived upon terms of intimacy. For 


this purpoſe he obtruded himſelf in: the houſe 
of a gentleman at Kingſton, of whoſe: talents, 


Wich were great, he was jealous to a de- 


. gree, though they: lay in à different line of 
_ ating. Mr. Sheridan s hoſpitality was as well 
known as Garrick's parſimony; of which'the 
latter condeſcended to avail himſelf. I flats. 
ter myſelf 1 ſhall be credited in this aſſer . 
tion, as I declare l have no reaſon to be 


partial to the former, as will e . ON : | 


__ of the . letters. m! 
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The general topic of men among 
c my preſent aſſociates was confined to thea- 
trical affairs; with which I was totally un- 
acquainted tin 1 was introduced into this 
circle. The charms of novelty, however, 
rendered it agreeable. Whilſt we ſtaid here, 
it was agreed on to perform the tragedy of the 
ce Diſtrefft d mother,“ in order to make 2 
trial of Miſs Polly Woffington's abilities, who 
was intended by her fiſter for the ſtage: My 
mother and Mrs. Woffington played the at- 
tendants; Mr. Garrick, Oreſtes; Mr. Sul- 
hvan, a E ellow of Trinity. College, Dublin, 
Pyrrhus; Miſs Woffington, Hermoine; and 
; Andromache fell em lot; v7 HH: 
In, this performance, though my frſt, Mr. 
ernte obſerved that 1 was much more in 
_ earneſt than the young lady who had been 
accuſtomed to theatrical amuſements. And 
though I was inferior in beauty to my fair 
rival, and without the advantages of dreſs, 
which ſhe enjoyed, yet the laurel was bes 
ſtowed: upon me. All the people of faſhion 
in the neighbourhood honoured our barn with 
the ir prefence: Among theſe was the late 
Sir William Young, who gave it as his opi- 
nion that I ſhould make a figure in a hes rome 
line, if ever 1 came upon the ſtage. 
Upon our return to Tu enbamg we 
found:our good friend Mrs. Jackfon ſo much 
indiſpoſed that her life was defpaired: of; 
However, through wi modes s care, and. a 


211 favourable 


% 


« 


8. 4. BFELLAMY. 45 


_ favourable criſis in her diſorder, ſhe was im 
ſhorc time out of danger. But the air of the 


country being judged by her phyſicians to be | 


too keen for her, ſhe took a houſe in Hen- 
rietta-Street, Covent Garden: where my mo- 
ther, who had now declined a profeſſion ſhe 
had never been calculated? hep! Was. nn 
3 vpon to become her gueſt. 
About this time a letter was: received 2 
Du Vall from Lord Tyrawley, in anſwer” to- 
ene he had wrote him, in which his Eofdfhip 
not only declared he would. not allow me 
any fupport, but renounced me for ever. S0 
highly was he exaſperated” againſt me for- 
difregarding his injunctions, As I loved his. 


lordſhip ſuperior to the whole world, xhis ters 
ter harrowed-/ up my very foul. Nor did it give 
much leſs anguiſh to my poor mother; who. 


now became ſenſible of her indiſcretion in 


having induced me to leave ſo eligible a 
fituation as his lordſhip had placed me aria 


and thereby forfeit bis favour, merely to 

procure herſelf a temporary relief. We were, 
however, obliged to ſubmit, and reſign our- 
ſelves to that fate which could not now be 
averted, I have often thought ſince, as I 


have pondered oer my misfortunes, that we 


owe the greateſt part of the miſeries we 
experience to our impatience. Not patient 
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A r to be ima favourable train, 
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ve can get poſſeſſion of the object we * 
in view by a ſhorter. method; and having 
through our want of diſcernment broke one 
of the links of the chain, the wiſhed ip 
happineſs. is gone for ever.. | 

Forgive me, my dear Y heats for auer 

perling here and there theſe moral reflec- 
tions- They at once give eaſe to my mind, 
and When they ſhall reach the public eye, 
may prove ſerviceable to the weaker ſex; 
which may probably be admitted as ſome 
atonement for the errors that Rave: occa- 
fioned. them. 1 | 
My mother . a- las account to ſows 
le with Mr. Rich, the ſalaries at that time 
not being very regularly paid, ſhe had fre- 
quent occaſions for calling at his houſe. 
And as I had. contracted an intimacy with 
the young ladies, his daughters, to whom I 
ad been introduced before we went into the 
country, I was happy to tend my mather 
whenever ſhe went. 

-One evening, as I was- upon Aa viſit. thaw, 
we agreed among ourſelves to act: Othello.” 
They lent me the play, that I might learn my 
part, which was to be that of Othello, and 
promiſed me, as it was ſoon to be perform- 
cd at the theatre, a ſeat in their box to ſee 

it. When we were perfect i in the words, we 
began to rehearſe; During the rehearſal, as 
vr were only playing for our own amuſe- 

ment, and 1 concluded we. were . 
Z 12 eard 
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heard; I gave free ſcope to my fancy and 
my voice; and I really believe our performs. 
ance was more perfect, as it was truly na- 
tural, than if it had been aided with the 
ſtudied graces of profeſſors. As I was rav- 
ing in all the extremity of jealoos madneſs, 
Mr. Rich aceidentally paſſed by, the room in 
which we were rehearſing. Attracted, as 
he afterwards ſaid, by the powerful ſweetneſs 
of the Moor's voice, which he declared to be 
fuperior to any he had ever heard, he liſtened: 
without interrupting our performance; but as 
ſoon as it was concluded, he entered the room, 
and paid me a thouſand compliments on my 
theatrical abilities. Among other.:things he 
faid, that; in his opinion I ſhould make one 
of the firſt actreſſes in the world; adding, 
that if I could turn my. thoughts. to . 
Kage, he ſhould be happy to engage me. 
Not a little vain of receiving theſe enco- 
miums from a perſon, who from his ſituation 
mult be a competent judge, I went home and 
informed my mother of hat had happened. 
At firſt ſhe was averſe tomy accepting the 
propoſal, having experienced herſelf all the 
diſadvantages attendant on a theatrical life; 
but Mrs. Jackſon uniting her perſuaſions with 
thoſe of Mr. Rich, ſhe” at length conſented. 
She, however, complied: only on condition 
that the manager would aſſure her. of his ſup, 


porting me in a capital line. This Mr. Rich 


| agreed. to doz and that ys Maſe readily, as; 
25 | C's 5" 
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in his opinion, the ladies belonging to his 


theatre were not altogether ſuited either ſor 


the characters of young heroines in tragedy, 
or of ſprightly girls in genteel comedy. 
Mrs. Horton had nothing but a beautiful 
ſace to recommend her; Mrs. Pritchard's 
forte lay in a different walk; and Mrs. 
Clive's merit was always ſo unrivalled, chat 
whatever I can-ſay in praiſe - of that darling 


| e eee will not equal her deſert. 


Here, as I am now arrived at another 
ptincipal-22ra in my life, that of my en- 


trance into the theatrical world, permit me, 


Madam, , ae e mae to op ach- 
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8 ET Gen Gier more, n to con- 
tine my narrative. My entrance on my 
atrical career is, if 1 recollett, to be the 
contents of this letter.. 

At the time I entered into an ene 
with Mr. Rich, I was juſt fourteen; of a 


figure not inelegant, a powerful voice, light 
as the goſſamer, of inexhauſtible ſpirits, and 
| faden of ſome humour. From theſe qua- 


fications he n the * ſanguine 0 | 
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of my ſucceſs, and determined that I ſhould 
immediately make trial of them. I had per- 


fected myſelf in the two characters of Mo- 


nimia and Athenais, and according to 

own judgment had made no inessädens 
Proficiency in them. The former was ING 
on for my firft appearance. 

Mr. Rich now thought it time to. intro- 
duce: me to Mr. Quin, then the moſt capital 
performer at Covent-Garden ; and capital he 
was, indeed, in thoſe characters which his 
figure ſuited, This gentleman, at that period, 
governed the theatre with a rod of iron. Mr. 
Rich, though the proprietor, was, through 
is indolence, a mere cypher. He was, 
however, when he had reſolvect on any thing, 
the moſt determined of men. After waiting 
fore time at the door of the lion's den, 
— _— 8 of the theatre had denominated 


Quin's dreſſing- room, we were at length ; 
23 It is neceſſary here to obſerve, 


that this gentleman never condeſcended to 
enter the Green - Room, or to mix with the 


other performers, all of whom he was unac- 
quainted wich, except Mr. Ryan, for whom 
he entertained a particular friexdthip,: which : 


laſted till Mr. Ryan's death. 
He no ſooner heard Mr. Rich propoſe 


* appearing in the character of Monimia, 
than with the moſt ſovereign contempt, he 


cried out, “ It will not da, Sir.“ Upon 


5 che manager, to his infinite ſurpriſe, 


7 %. 
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replied, ee It ſhall do, Sir.“ I was ſo frighe⸗ 
ened at Mr. Quin's auſtere deportment, that 


had he requeſted me to give him a ſpecimen 


of my abilities, it would not have been in my 


power. But he held me too cheap to pur 


me to the trial. After ſome further alterca- 


tion had paſſed, which was not much in my 


17 favour, Mr. Quin at laſt deigned to look at 


me, ſaying, at the ſame time, Child, 1 
would adviſe you to play Serina, before 
« you: think of Monimia.“ This ſarcaſm 
rouſed my ſpirits, which beste were much 


ſunk, and 1 pertly replied, „If 1 did, Sir, 


Hil ſhould never live to play the Orphan“ 
Still, however, he inſiſted on the impropriety 


: by a child's attempting a character of ſuch im- 


portance. But the real cauſe ſeemed to be, 
that he was conſcious he himſelf could play 
the character of hg Chamont with verx 


little propriety; as neither his age nor figure by 
any means ſuited it, and as Mr. Garrick had 


gained ſo much reputation in the character. 


Ae concluded with ſaying, if Mr. Rich per- 
ſiſted in ſuch an abſurd a he would 


publicly declare his ſentiments upon the ſub- 


jiect; and further, that he would not attend 


the rehearſals; being perſuaded the manager 
would ſeverely repent his having COUNKe- | 


Z mend. ſo improper an exhibition. 


It may be ſuppoſed that eee 
was not very pleaſing to me. As for Mr. 
* che oppoſition he met with, ſeemed to 
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nem his reſolution ; and taking me by 
thehand, heled meout of the Dreſſing Room, 
aſſuring me aloud, that, let who would op- 
poſe, he would protect me; and would let every 
one in the company know that he would be 
the Maſter of it, when he choſe to be at the 
trouble. Before he quitted the ſcenes, he 


ordered the prompter to call a rehearſal of | 


the Orphan' the next morning. When 
that hour arrived, the two gentlemen who 
were to play my lovers, Caſtalio and Poly- 


dore, in order to pay their court to Mr. 


Quin, did not think proper to appear. Mr. 
Rich, however, to convince them he would 
be obeyed, fined them more than the uſual 


mulct. Even Serina, who was only an at. 


tendant upon tragedy Queens, ſmiled con- 
temptuouſiy on the poor Orphan. n 


Mr. Rich kindly endeavoured, by every 


Tienda. in his power, to ſupport me under this 


mortifying oppoſition ; and he took a very 
effectual method of doing it. The dreſſes 
of the theatrical ladies were at this period 
very indifferent. The Empreſſes and 8 
were confined to black velvet, except on 
extraordinary occaſions, when they put on an 
embroidered or tiſſue petticoat. The young 
ladies generally appeared in a caſt gown of 
ſorne perſon of quality; and as at 5 epoch 
the women of that denomination were not 
bleſt with the taſte of the preſent age, and had 
| d more eee, the Nage brides and 
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virgins often made their appearance in altered 
PURE rather ſoiled. As tbe, manager had in 
his juvenile days made the fair ſex his principal 
ſtudy, and found the love of dreſs their darling 
foible, he concluded that, as a true daughter 
of Eve, I was not exempt from it. He theres» 
fore thought there could be no better method 
of putting me in a good humour with myſelf, 
and compenſating for the affronts I had lately 
received, than by taking me to his mercer's,. 
and permitting me to chooſe the clothes lwas to 
appear in. A circumſtance which evinced his 
 partiality, as he had always been unwilling to 
indulge even his firſt performers in this point. 
The following morning Caſtalio and Poly. 
| dore attended the rehearſal, but my brother 
Chamont was inexorable. Mr. Hale mumbled: 
over Caſtalio, and Mr. Ryan whiſtled Polydore. 
This gentleman, from the accident of having 
been ſhot in the mouth by rufflans, had a 
tremor in his voice, which, till you were 
accuſtomed to it, was very diſagrceable. But 
from his utility, in playing every night, the 
diſcordance of it grew familiar to the ear, 
and was not ſo diſpleaſing g. have often heard 
Mr. Garrick ſay, that the greateſt part of 
his merit in the character of Richard, aroſe 
from the obfervarions he had made. on Mr. | 
Ryan's manner of playing it. | 
Having an opportunity of ſeeing the. piece 
performed at Drury-Lane- Theatre the night 
| * my Ppesrence. it made: me more-ac- 
| quainted 
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quainted with the jeu de theatre than twenty 
rehearſals would have done. The public, 
who always incline to the humane fide, and 
eſpouſe the cauſe of the injured, as ſoon as 
the treatment I met with was known, took 
umbrage at what they termed illiberal pro- 
ceeding towards a young actreſs, and I be- 


| lieve in the end, the oppoſition. that was 


formed againſt me was of advantage to me. 
Lown I was. ſomewhat, alarmed when 1 re> 


flected on my preſumption in appearing in ſo 


capital a character aſter the inimitable Mrs, 


Cibber. 


At length ah; dreadful evening 8 
t as ſo i intereſting, an event, the bare if 


collection of which 1 ſtill cremble at, 8 


deſerves to be recorded in a letter by irfelf, 
u weed vations wad! to e 65 


1 Previous to/it, Mr. Quin having in — 


companies declared it as his opinion, that. 1 


ſnould not ſucceed; and Mr, Rich, on the 


contrary, having: been as laviſh in my praiſes | 
the public curioſity was much more excited, 
than if there had been no contention about 


me. The curtain drew up te a ſplendid au · 
dience, which ſeldom happened at Covent: 


Garden- Theatre, except when a new or re- 
vived pantomime 1 was repreſented, —  _ 
1 TS 0 | | It 
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1 7 is impoſſible to deſcribe my ſenſations 
on my firſt entrance. I was ſo much dazzled 
by the lights, and ſtunned by the repeated 
plaudits, that I was for ſome time deprived 
oth of memory and voice. 1 ſtood like a 
ſtatue. Till compaſhon for my youth, and 
probably ſome prepoſſeſſion for my figure, 
And dreſs, which was //mply elegant, a circum- 
ſtance not very cuſtomary, induced a gentle- 
man, who was dictator to the pit, and | there- 

fore ludicrouſfly denominated Mr. Town,“ to 
call out, and order the curtain to be dropped, 
all could recover my confuſion. 8- | 
This cauſed Mr: Quin to exult ſo much, 
that Mr. Rich entreated me in the moſt carne elt 
manner to exert” my powers. But his en- 
treaties: were ineffectual. For when I made 
the next attempt, my apprehenſions ſo totally 
| overpowered 8. that I could ſcarcely. bo 
heard in the ſide- boxes. The applauſe, in- 
deed, was ſo univerſal, during the firſt act, for 
what did not reach the ears of the audienge. 
that had I poſſeſſed my full powers of exer- 
tion, they ery not have profited by them. 
The manager having pledged himſelf for 
| my ſucceſs, he had planted all. his friends in 
different paris of the houſe, to inſure it, But 
when he found that I was unable to raiſe my 
ſpirits, he was as diſtracted as if his own fate, 
_-_ _ 1 dar theatres had SE 08 * | 


- ® Mr. hey 
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He once more had recourſe to perſuaſion and 
encouragement; but nothing could rouſe me 
from my ſtupidity till the fourth act. This 
was the critical period which was to determine 
my fate. By this criterion was I, as an actreſs, 
to ſtand or fall. When, to the aſtoniſhment 
of the audience, the ſurpriſe of the perform- 
ers, and the exultation of the manager, 1 
felt myſelf ſuddenly inſpired. I blazed out 
at once with meridian ſplendour; and I ac- 
quitted myſelf throughout the whole of this 
moſt arduous part of the character, in which 
even many veterans have failed, with the 
e RIO ect 
Mr. Quin'was ſo faſcinated (as he expreſſed 
himſelf) at this unexpected exertion, that he 
wWaited behind the ſcenes till the concluſion of 
the act; when lifting me up from the ground 
in a tranſport; he exclaimed aloud, Thou ; 
A art a divine creature, and the true ſpirit is 
in thee.“ The audience, likewiſe, honoured 
me with the higheſt marks of theirapprobation. 
As for Mr. Rich, he expreſſed as much triumph 
upon this occaſion, as he uſually HE vitihs 
ſucceſs of one of his darling pantomimes. 
The performers, who; half an hour before, 
had looked upon me as an object of pity, now 


Trowded around me to load me with compli- 
ments of gratulation. And Mr; Quin, in order 
to compenſate for the contempt with which he 
had treated me, was warmer, if poſſible; in his 


_ eulogiums, than he had been in his ſarcaſms. 


* 
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This, I own appears to be a bold n 
as the pungent ſalt of his fatire often got the 
better of the goodneſs of his heart; which 1 
have reaſon to think one of the beſt that ever 
inhabited martal's boſom. _ | 
The novelty of ſuch ſucceſs 8 a 
child (for frem my appearance I could not be 
Judged to be ſo old as 1 really Was) againſt the 
united forte of a Garrick anda Cibber, attract- 
ed the notiee of; the public ſo much, that the 
piece was performed three nights ſucceſſively. 
This was a ſingular circumſtance at that time, 
as the Orphan” was an old play, much hack- 
neyed, and ſupported by only one character. 
For though Mr. Quin was moſt juſtly cęle- 
brated, as I have already obſerved, in every. 
character which his figure and time of life ſuir- 
ed, yet as he was now near ſixty, and rather 
corpulent, he certainly was a very unfit bro- 
ther for a girl of my age. So flattering a re- 
exption, it may be naturally ſuppoſed, elsted 
#heart rendered vain by prailes. red 
dang ſanguine expectations. 7477.96 
Mr. Quin being thus become my friene 
he made enquiry. relative to my : mother's 
character and circumſtances; with: which he 
appeared to be totally uvnacquainted, notr 
withſtanding ſhe had performed at che ſame 
theatre wick him fur years. Being | Jarisfied 
with the inquiries be made, 3 det 


mined not to oblige: by halves. E | 


= the — daughter ot: Tas old friend. 
Lord 


gn 1 


be frequently expreſſed in lang 
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Lord Tyrawley, in order not to alarm our 
fears, or mortify the dignity of our minds, 
he encloſed a bank bill in a blank cover, and 
ſent it to my mother by the penny-poſt, 
And not ſatisfied with having adminiſtered to 


our wants, he took every opportunity of ſhew= 


ing us reſpect. In particular, he favoured 


me with a general invitation to the ſuppers he. 


uſually gave four times a week; enjoining me 
at the fame time never to come alone; be- 


_ cauſe,” as he jocularly ſaid, * he was not too 


cold to be cenſured.” 
All che literati of the age frequented theſs 


| parties, where wit, repartees, bon- mots, con- 
viviality, and good cheer, went hand in hand. 
The converſation at theſe repaſts turned on 


the nterary productions of the day. And as 


moſt of the gentlemen preſent were thems 


ſelves authors, they either candidly acknow- 


ledged the merit of the works which were 


the ſubject of diſcuſſion, or with perfect 


good breeding, and true critical knowledge, 
W out their defects. 


It is worthy of remark, that alt charafters 
Bere weir bright and ſhaded parts. The 
more ſplendid the one, the deeper generally 


are the traits of the other. Tes it was 


With Mr. Quin; who, with the moſt liberal 
/ —— and benevolent” heart, had his whims, 


prepoſſeſſions, and his G N many 


ſomewhat — aid nor ver deli 
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But perfection is not to be expected in this 
tranſitory ate. 
From ſorne paſſages i in ſeveral of the fores 
going letters, it may be obſerved, that learned 
converſations were not unacceptable to me. 
And I found my judgment more enlightened 
by the remarks made at Mr. Quin's petits 
foupers, than if I had read all the literary 
productions which made their appearance at 
that time. Mrs. Jackſon uſually did me the 
, benour to accompany me there; where: ſhe 
one evening met with a relation ſhe had not 
| ſeen for ſome. years; and who ſhould this be, 
but Mr. Thomſon, a gentleman not leſs cele- 
prated for his goodneſs, than for his admira- 
ie poetical works, The Seaſons, &.“ 
Whilſt Mr, Quin is the immediate ſubject 
I of my pen, I will beg leave to relate an 
anecdote of him, which will be for ever im- 
printed on my memory, and does infinite ho- 
nour to big. During the time he had the 
chief direction at Covent-Garden Theatre, 
de revived The Maid's Tragedy, written 
by Beaumont and Fletcher. In it he played 
the character of Melantius; Mrs. Pritchard, 
Evadne; and myſelf, Afj paſia. One day, after 
the rehearſal was Sailheck he deſired to ſpeak 
with me in his dreſſing room. As he had 
always carefully avoided ſeeing, me alone, I 
Was not a little ſurpriſed at ſo unexpected an 
invitation. My apprehenſions even made me 


"fear that I had. by.) ſows. Means or other, 
EY 4; EF =. offended 
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offended a man, whom I really loved as a 
father. My fears, however, . were not of 
long duration. For as ſoon as I had entered 
his drefing-room, he took me by the hand, 
with a ſmile of ineffable benignity, and thus 
addreſſed me; . My dear girl; you are vaſtly 
e followed, I hear. Do not let the love of 
* finery, or any other inducement, prevail | 
* upon you to commit an ĩndiſcretion. Men : 
«in general are raſcals. You are young and 
« engaging, and therefore oughtto be doubly . 
1 eautious. If you want any thin * my 
« power, which money can purchaſe, come 
c to me, and ſay, James Quin, 8 me 
4 ſuch a thing. and my purſe ſhall be always 
Sat your ſervice.” The tear of gratitude 
ſtood in my eye, at this noble inſtance of 
generoſity ; and his own gliſtened with that 
| of humanity and ſelf-approbation. _ .. 

With a ſtory, ſo much to the honour of 
chat worthy man, and ſo pleaſing, even in 
e to el my. 1 ene * 
0 1 980 a 
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8 THAT: ende n merit 1 had, was ſoon af- 
VVter rendered more conſpicuous. by 
my undertaking the part of Eudoſia, in 
<<, The Siege of Damaſcus,” at anight's no- 
tice, on the ſudden. indifpoſition of Mrs. 
Pritchard, Upon theſe occaſions, the au. 
dience are always peculiarly indulgent, and 
ſo I found them. The public thought they 
diſcovered from this promptitude, indelible 
marks of genius, much ſuperior to thoſe 
naturally to be expected from a girl ſo re- 
© cently engaged in a profeſſion, 'a perfect 
knowledge of which was only to be attained 
by a length of W 288 and the Cloſeſt: Wot | 
cation. 8 

1 had Wei, 48908 am per * 
Ho ppineſs to acquire the approbation and p 
tronage of two ladies of the firſt diſtinction; 
the late Dutcheſs of Montague, then Lady 
Cardigan, and her Grace of Queenſberry. 
You theſe ladies favoured me with their 
upport, fo far as to grace the theatre when 
ever I performed. An attention which was 
the more flattering, as the latter had not 
honoured a playhouſe with her preſence ſince 
the death of her favourite Gay. 
4 As Mr. Rich could not afford, from the re- 
| aße o of the theatre, to allow me a ſalary 
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eqval to the ſucceſs I met with, and the ca- 
pital parts I performed, he gave me a benefit, 
free of all expences, upon one of his Qa 
nights, in order to prevent diſcord in the 
company. Though the | ant appeared to be 
much intereſted in my favour, yet as I had 
but few friends, except thoſe who out of ci- 
vility to Mr. Quin eſpouſed my intereſt. I 
had very little reaſon to expect that it would 
PRONE ,, HE DD TTY GUEOCE 
Some days before that fixed for my bene - 
fit, I received a meſſage whilſt I was at the 
theatre, to be at Queenſberry-Houſe the next 
Jay by twelve o'clock, As I thought it 
likewiſe incumbent on me to wait on the 
Counteſs of Cardigan, who had honoured 
me wick equal marks of -approbation. 1 
dreſſed myſelf early, and, taking a chair, 
went firſt to Privy-Garden. I had there eve- 
ry reaſon to be pleaſed with the reception her 
ladyſhip gave me, who joined politeneſs to 
But at Queenſberry-Houſe, my reception 
Vas far othetwiſe. Her Grace was determin- I! 
ed to mortify my vanity, before ſhe pro- =! 
moted my intereſt. Quite elated with Lady I 
Cardigan's flattering behaviour, I ordered 
the chairmen to proceed to 'Queenſberfy- 
' Houſe, Soon after the rat'tat had been 
given, and my name announced to the por- 
_ ter, the groom of the chambers appeared. 
I gefired him to acquaint her Grace, that 1 
„ vas. 
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was come to wait upon her. But how: was 
I ſurpriſed, when he returned and informed 
me, that her Grace knew no ſuch perſon. ! 
My aſtoniſhment at this meſſage was greatiy 
- augmented, by the certainty I entertained ot 
a ready admittance. I affured the domeſtic, 
that it was by the Dutcheſs's own directions, 
T had taken the liherty to wait on her. To 
which he replied, that there muſt have been 
ſome miſtake in the delivery of it. In this 
mortifying ſituation, I had nothing to do, 
but to return home. Ludicrous and hum. 
-liating as the foregoing ſcene muſt be, I can 
not avoid relating it, as it may ſerve as 1 
leſſon to many, Who too readily give way 
to the impulſes of vanity. Young minds are 
naturally prone to it. Mine conſequently was. 
And this well- timed rebuke, however grat- 
ing, was the greateſt proof of regard her 
Grace could have given me. | 

I went home with no very pleaſing "I 
tions, as 1. expected to receive the taunts of 
a female relation upon the occaſion, whe 
had lately arrived from Ireland, and on 
whom my mother doated, As this perſon 
will be frequently mentioned in the courſe 
of my narrative, and was the cauſe of many 
of the inconveniences I afterwards ſuffered, 
it may not be amiſs to acquaint you, that 
- her deformed body was a fit 3 5 
* 1 any . 


1 
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According to Hogarth's rules, indeed, 
her perſon may be ſaid to abound in all the 


graces annexed to the idea of beauty, as ſhe 


had not a ſtraight line about her. And her 
mind was no leſs crooked than her body. 
She had taken a diſlike to me on her firſt 
coming over; but for what reaſon I cannot 
account; and her averſion ſeemed to increaſe 
with my ſucceſs on the ſtage. . To ſuch a 


height was it now riſen, that it was the cauſe 


of much unhappineſs to me. So that I was 
atlengthobligedto complain to Mrs. Jackſon, 
who requeſted my mother to provide for her 
5 te; but without effect, 

According to my expectations, 1 had no 
a. returned from Queenſberry-Houſe, 
and informed my mother of the reception, I 
had met with there, than this relation per- 
ſuaded her that the invitation was merely a 
chimera of my ow brain, generated by my 
inſupportable vanity. So virulent was her 


behaviour, that in order to avoid her ſar- 


caſms, I pretended buſineſs. at the * 


in the evening, and went there. 


Upon my entering the Green- Room, I was 


accoſted by Prince Lobkowitz, who, was 
then here in a public character, requeſting 2 
box at my benefit, for the corps diplomatique. 


Aſter thanking his Highneſs for the honour 


intended me, I informed him they might be 1 


accommodated with a ſtage - box; and ſending 
for the n Hy he would . . 


* es, 


* 
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an entry in his book to this purpoſe. But 
How great was my ſurpriſe, when he acquaint- 
ed me 1 had not a box to diſpoſe of; every 
one, except thoſe of the Counteſs of Car- 
di gan, the P utcheſs Dowager of Leeds, and 
Lady Shaftefbury, being retained for her 

Grace the Dutcheſs of Qveenſberry. I could 
not help tlrinł ing but the man was joking, as 
he himſelf had delivered me the meſſage from 
her Grace the night before, and that J found 
to be a deception. He however ſtill perſiſted 
in what he ſaid, and further added, that the 
Dutcheſs had likewiſe ſent for two hundred 
and fifty tickets. This made me more at a 
| Toſs to account for the cavalier treatment 1 

| had received in the morni | 

Here, leſt you complain of the length of 
as letters, I will es off.” 
7 SK 6. A. B. 
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118 Bigben Prince ;Lobliowis. con- 
-defcended* to put vp with a balcony 
4 'h1mſelf - and friends; and I haſtened 
home, at once to make known to my mo- 
ther my good fortune, and to retaliate upon 
Aon, whe relation. "I'S add to my ſatiſ- 
on, When er hawks „ Tfound a note 
from 
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from her Grace, deſiring I would w wait upon 
her the next morning. This being ſuch an 
evident proof of my veracity, which it had 
given me inexpreſſible uneaſineſs to have 
doubted, I experienced proportionable Plea- 
ſure from it. 

I waz, notwithſtanding, ſo apprehenſiye of 


meer ag with a ſecond, mortification, that. I 


determined to wall to Queenſberry:Houſe, 
to prevent any perſon's being a witneſs to it, 
ſhould it happen. I accordingly ſet out on 
ſoot, and was not totally free from pertur- 
bation when I knocked, at the gate. I was, 
however, immediately uſhered. to her Grace's 
apartment, where my reception was as ſin ular 


as my treatment had been the day before; 
her Grace thus accoſting me: Well, young 
„„ oman What buſineſs had you in a chair 


te yeſterday ?—lt was a fine morning, and you 


might have walked, Fou lock as you. 
<.opght todonom Hen an auen ft 


* Nqthing is ſo vulger as wearing. ſilk in 3 
«. morning. — Simplicity beſt becomes youth, 
ec And you do not ſtand; in need of orna+ 
% ments. — Therefore dreſs always. plain, ex 
ee You; Are; upon the Rage,” 7 
Whülſt hen Grace; was talking in chis man 


* to me, ſhe was cleaning 2 picture; 5 which. 


1 officiouſly: requeſting her permiſſion, to do, 
ſhe haſtily replied, Don't you. think, I have: 


| t. domeſtics enough if did not chooſe To. 
do it: Aue 2 —1 


apologized fer my 


TE r 1 D. 3 Preſumption, 
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preſumption,” by informing her Grace that 
1 had been for ſome time at Jones's, where 


1 had been flattered that 1 had acquired a 
_ tolerable proficiency in that art. The Dutcheſs 


on this exclaimed, © Are. you the girl 1 
* have heard Cheſterfield ſpeak - of! Upon 


my anſwering that I had the honour of being 


known to his Lordſhip, the ordered a canvaſs 
bag to be taken out of her cabinet, ſaying, 
«© No ph can give Queenſberry leſs than 


« gold. There are two hundred and fifty 


#s guineas, and twenty for the Duke's tickets 
« and mine, but I muſt give you ſomething 
« for Tyrawley's ſake.” She then took a bill 
from her pocket-book, which having put into 


my hands, ſhe told me her coach was ordered 
to carry me home, left any accident ſhould 


* to me, now I had ſuch a chene 


Though the concluſion. of her Grace: $ 
whim, as it might juſtly be termed, was 


more pleaſing than the beginning of it, and 


her munificence much greater than that of 


the Counteſs of Cardigan, yet I muſt ac- 
knowledge I was much better pleaſed with 


the reception I met wirh from her ladyſhip, 


who honoured me with'her Protection yaullt 
i continued on the ſtage. 


There is a manner in conferring: oblics 


"tia which 'renders them doubly. ae. 
The moſt beneficent actions loſe their worth 
; er Ae ml a diſguſting ſenſe of 


"ATTN 5 
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ſuperiority; whilſt the ſmile of courteſy makes 
even trivial favours acceptable. ? 
My benefit ſurpaſſed my moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectations. And as I had by this time many 
who profeſſed themſelves my admirers, they 
had, upon this occaſion, an opportunity of 
ſhewing their generoſitywithout offending my 
„ ee. 
Among thoſe who paid me the greateſt de- 
gree of attention was Lord Byron, a noble- 
man who had little to boaſt of but a title, and 
an agreeable face; and Mr, Montgomery, 
ſince Sir George Metham. As I would not 
liſten to any propoſals but marriage and a 
coach, Mr. Montgomery honeſtly told me, 

. early in his devoirs, that he could not comply 
with the firſt, as his only dependance was on 
his father, whoſe conſent he could not hope 

to procure; and as for the latter, he could _ 
not afford it. Having come to this eclair- 
ciſſement, he immediately retired into Vork- 
| Sire. The generous conduct of this gentle- 
man (whoſe paſſion I was well convinced was 
1 _”y_, (whoſe E * 22 TY | 7 e 
ſincere) in not attempting to deceive me, 
| made an impreſſion upon my mind greatly in 
* JV 
5 A As my next epiſtle is to contain ſtrange and 
ſurpriſing adventures, and theſe not the pro- 
duce of the writer's imagination, but as true 


as wonderful, I will beg your permiſſion to 
o * g r * Tp if rf 

I break off here; and leſt you accuſe me of a 

c Want of variation in the concluſion of my 

4 . 
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8 I ſhalh end this in the good old-faſhion 


way: So no more at preſent, from, Madam, 


our nne ſervants to command, 
| G: A. * 


5 
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- GLEAM of cherrRilfefß coming over 
me juſt as I was finiſhing my laſt letter, 


1 concluded | it in rather too humorous a man- 
ner. I now return to my hiſtory, and that 
gloom which the recollection of my mis for- 


tunes naturally brings with it. 
Lord Byron ſtill purſued me; and as his 
vanity was hurt at my rejecting him, he 


tbrmed a reſolution to be revenged of me ſor 
my inſenſidility. Eis Lordſflip was very in- 


timate with a perſon who wat a diſgrace to 
robility ; and whoſe' name I ſhall conceal 


through tenderneſs to his family. This noble- 


man was Lord Byron's confidential friend; a 
word as often miſuſed as that of lover, byſuch 

as are unacquainted with thoſe delicate feel 
ings which are eſſentially neceffaryro conſtitute 
either real friendſhip or love. To this friend 
Lord Byron committed the execution of his 


revenge, The Earl of —, which was 


the title of this infamous pander, had believ- 
ed hiemſelf to be in love with a young lady, 


7 between 
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between whom and myſelf there was the 
ſtricteſt intimacy. And ne imagined it would 
promote his deſigns upon her, could ke: firſt: 
accompliſh-my fall from he  pathe-of PR 
and virtue. 

For this purpeſe his: lordſhip! frequently -- 
called ar Mrs. Jackfon's, though mueh againſt 
my mother's inclinations. But as he had been 
conſtantly a dangler behind the ſcenes during 
her engagement at the theatre, and had gcca- 
fionally. given her franks, ſhe admitted his 
vilits. It was however with ſuch viſible 8 
ſerve, as muſt have convineed him they were 
far from agreeable. But the eonfidenee of 
 nobihity making him aſſured, his 
perſiſted in calling, in defiance of her- cool. 
neſs. My mother had ſtrictly enjoined me 
to break off f my intimacy with the young lady 

who was the object of the Barl's purſuit, on 
account of her levity; and becauſe, though 
by birth a gentle woman, ſhe had degraded 
herſelf, by becoming the companion of a lady 
of quality who had "requetith nn 
her Lord. 

My mother at this. period was become = 
3 devotee. Religion engroſſed fo. 
much of her time, that 18 the evening me 
was ſeldom viſible. Upon this account, and 
from Mrs. Jackſon's accompanying me lo fre- 
d to Mr. Quin's ſuppers, that lady con- 

red a great part of the friendly regard ſhe 
had ones borne my mother; to me. But, 

£812 D LY alas * 
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he called to inform me that Miſs B- 
tze young lady before mentioned, was in a 


— 
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alas! I was not to profit long by this revolution. 


My happineſs was to he as tranſient as the ſun- 
| ſhineof an April day. This part ofmy mother's 


fortune, at leaſt, I inherited; and like her was 


conſtantly experiencing the viciſſitudesof life, 


The following anecdote will however ſhew 


that my misfortunes were not always the conſe- 


quence of my own imprudent conduct, but 
ſometimes of ſuch deep- laid plans of villainy 


and — it was impoſſible for an unex- 


perienced girl, at yy time of. life, 5 . 


againſt. 


One Sunday evening, when this: iqnodle 
"Earl well knew my mother would be engaged, 


coach at the end of Southampron-Street, and 
defired to ſpeak with me. Without ſtaying 


do put on my hat or gloves, Iran to the coachs 
When, to my unſpeakable ſurpriſe, I found 


myſelf faddenty hoiſted into it by his Lord- 
ſhip, and that the coachman drove off as faſt 


At as the horſes could gallop. 


My aſtoniſhment for ſome 4005 re 


me of the power of utterance ; but when I was 
a little l I gave free vent to my re- 


proaches. T heſe his Lordſhip bore with a 
truly philoſophic indifference, calmly telling 


me that no harm was intended me; and that 
1 had better conſent to make his friend Lord 


Byron happy, and be happy myſelf, than op- 
. ate forrune, | To this he added that 


'W 
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bis friend was ſhortly to be married to Miſs 
Shaw, a young lady poſſeſſed of a very large 
fortune, which would enable him to provide 
handſomely for me. I was ſo ſtruck with 
the inſolence of this propoſal, that I remained 
for ſome time quite ſilent. 

At length the coach ſtopt in a lonely 
place at the top of North-Audley- Street, front- 
ing the fields. At that time Oxford · Street did 
not extend ſo far as it does at preſent. Here the 
Earl got out, and took me into his houſe. He 
then went away, as he ſaid, to prepare a lodg- 
ing for me, which he had already ſeen at a 
Mantua-Maker's in Broad-Street, Carnaby- 
Market, and to which he would come back 
and take me. He aſſured me the miſtreſs of 
the houſe was a woman of character; and 
added, with the moſt dreadful pen, | 
that no violence was intended. 

His Lordſhip now left me. And as the fear 
of great evils baniſhes every leſſer conſidera- 
tion, I determined to wait the reſult, with all 
the patience I was poſſeſſed of. The dread of 
being left alone in that ſolitary place, was ho- 
thing when compared with my apprehenſions 
from the machinations of two noblemen ſo 
determined and ſo powerful. Terror how- 

ever fo totally overwhelmed my mind, that I 

remained i in a ſtate of ſtupefaction. 1 

It was not long before his lordſhip. re My 
tvrneds a get WU him came the e 1 
e 
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aft PT to ſee—my own brother. Good 


_ -» Heavens ! what comfort, at ſo critical a junc- 
ture, did the fight of him afford me ! I inſtant- 


ly flew into his arms; but was ref ulſed by him 
in ſo visleht a manner, that 1 fell to the 


ground. The ſhock of this unexpected re- 


pulſe, Juft as I hoped to have found a protector 
m him, was more than my ſpirits were able to 


hear. It deprived me of my ſenſes. On my re- 


turn to ſenſibility, the only object that preſent - 


et itſelf to my view was an old female ſervant, 1 


who told me ſhe had orders to convey me to 
che lodging which had been prepared for me. 

The firſt thing I did was to make inquiry 
| 5 my brother's coming fo bnexpect- 


edly.” I "was informed by the old woman, „ 


that he had beſtowed manual ehiffiſeimient;" 
upon my raviſher. © Bur as he ſeemed to ſup= 
poſe that I had conſented to the elopement; 


{4 he had declared that he would never ſee me 


more, but leave me to my fate. The woman 
Added, that He had threatened the Earl and 
His afoGate with a proſecution, which had ſo 
intimidated her maſter, that he had given her 
| orders. to remove me out of his hovfe as ſoon: 
ible; 7 my being found there —— 
* a gainſt him. 
2 Wben de attived in Broatl.Street, I diſco- 


of "nx d, to my great fatisfaction, that the mif- 


treſs of the houſe, whoſe name was Mirvan, 
| worked for mie 48 a Manrua-Maker, though 
I as till now unacquiinted. with her place 
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P 8 1 told her my ſtory fimply as. 
it had happened; and my appearance, as 
well as my eyes, which were much ſwelled 


with crying, was an undeniable teſtimony 


of the troth of my aſſertions; 
| I afterwards learnt the following eircum- 
ſtances relative to my brother, about whom 
I was more anxious than for myſelf, as ! _ - 
a great affection for him. We had long ex 
pected him to return from ſea, he having 
been abroad for fome years; and. by one of 
thoſe extraordinary freaks of fortune which 
are not to be accounted for, he got to the 
top of Southam of wie Street juſt as the coach 
was driving off with me. I ſhould have 
termed his coming providential, had he not 
ſuffered his ſuſpicions to get the berter of his. 
affection, and this counteracted the appa- 
rent 3 52 of Providence in affording me 
relic 5 
He had reached Seuthampton - Street, as * 
have juſt ſaid, nearly about the time' was. 
into the coach; and ran to reſcue the 
ee thus treated, little imagining it was 
s own fiſter; but the furious driving of the 
coachman rendered his deſign abortive. Up- 
Hem he proceeded to Mrs. Jackſon's houſe, 
had ſcarcely inquired for me, than that 
Lady cried out, Oh fly, Sir, to her relief; 
* Lord. has this moment run away 
Wirk her,” My brother hearing this, con- 
cluded I'mbuſt bare been the Perſon * 
. ju 
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juſt ſeen carried off. But ae it would 
| 1— impoſſible to overtake the coach, he 

thought it more . prudent to go directiy to 
the Earl's houſe. Not finding him at home, 
he walked about within fight of the door, 
till his Lordſhip returned, when he accoſted 
him in the manner before related. From 
the Earl of - 's my brother went to 
Marlborough-Street to Lord Byron's; and ac- 
culing him of being concerned with the Earl 
in ſeducing his ſiſter, his Lordſhip denied 
having any knowledge: of the affair, which 
he ſolemnly aſſerted upon his honour; declaring 
at the ſame time, as indeed he could do with 
a greater degree of truth, that he dad not 
ſeen me that evening. * 
My brother placin 8 9 0 . 
in the aſſertions of 1d Byron, grew en- 
raged againſt me; and without making any 
Inquiries, whether I was really culpable upon 
this occaſion or.not, concluded me to be de- 
prayed enough to enter into an illicit con- 
nection with an old unprincipled married 
man. Giving me over therefore as a loſt 
abandoned girl, he immediately ſet out for 
Portſmouth, and left me unprotected. This 
I may juſtly conſider as the moſt unfortu- 
nate event I had hitherto experienced; for 
being deprived of his protection at a time 
When it was ſo extremely requiſite to my re- 
4. n in life, I was left open to the 
Attacks of Fyery. inſolent pretender, whoſe. 
9 
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audacity, his very character, as he was diſ- 


. 


tinguiſhed for his bravery, would have re- 


preſſed. | 


intereſting a part of my hiſtory, I have made 
this a very long letter, but as a breathing place 
here preſents itſelf, I will, with your permiſ- 
ſion, avail myſelf of it, and conclude, 
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Jan. 18, 17. 


JF. 500N found that my elopement had 


been moſt groſsly miſrepreſented in the 
news- papers. Every thing that ill - nature 
could ſuggeſt, was laviſhly beſtowed upon 


me, notwithſtanding I was innocent of the 


leaſt depravity of the kind imputed to me, 


even in thought. I wrote to my mother to 
endeavour to retrieve, her favour, which 1 


had ſo unmeritedly loſt; but ſnhe returned 


my letters unopened. I had no apparel but 


what I had on, and the relation I have men- 


tioned prevented any from being ſent me. 
The vexation and fright which my diſap- 


pearance had occaſioned to Mrs. Jackſon, 


affected that lady ſo much, that ſhe was con- 
P her bed; elſe I might have expected 


IT 
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Kind interference in my behalf. 
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Mrs. Mirvan, the perſon where I lodged?. 


very obligingly procured me neceſfaries, : and; 


did every thing in her power to comfort me. 
But her endeavours were ineffectual. I could 
not forbear viewing with horror my wretched. 
ſituation, every hope being now extinguiſhed, 

as my mother's miſguided tendernefs had ex- 
poſed me, in the courſe of two days, to: the 
cenſure of the whole town. 

What was was now to be done! I had no- 
8 no perſon to look up to for protec- 
tion. Though every circumſtance tended to 
exculpate me; and, though Mrs. Mirvan 
could vouch for me, that I had not received a 
viſit from a ſingle perſon. ſince I had been in 
her houſe; any declarations of my innocence 
would be now needleſs ; for to whom could 
I make them? My mother was incxorable to. 


every application; Mrs. Jackſon: was not 


within the reach of application, my inveterate 
Kinſwoman, like another Cerberus, guarding 
every avenue; my brather had left town; 
and IL was too much depreſſed by the publie 
ſeandal to ung 2. Teiaſtatemant in the 
theatrical line l n 
The anguiſh af mind, I felt five all — 
| eonſiderations ſa greatly affected my frame, 
that a flow fever was the ee Gere _ 
ME brought me to the grave. 
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And never did poor creature ſuffer more 
ſhame and diſtreſs of mind from a real crime, 
than I did from a ſuppeſed one, 

The fever at length yielding to my youth 
and the goodneſs of my conſtitution, I was: 
ordered into the country by my phyſician, 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of — ſtrength. As 
needed ſome pecuniary aſſiſtance to do 
this, having no money with me, Mrs. Mir- 
van kindly offered to ſupply my wants, and 
I was neceſſitated to accept of her offer. 


After conſidering for ſome time of a 


place to reſort to on this occaſſon, I fixed 
on paying a viſit to a female relation of my 
mother's,” who lived at Braintree in Eſſex. 
The family of this relation being Quakers, 
there was little probability of their having 


heard of my diſgrace. A few months be- 


fore, à ſiſter! of Mrs. Clarke's, which was my 


coufit's' name, had bequexthed® me three 


hundred paunds, on condition that I never: 
went on tlie ſtage; bus my engagement a- 
Covent-Garden having diſanulled en, 
it had never been claimed. | 
As ſcon as I was enabled: by my kind ho- 2 
teſs, ro make proper preparation for my 
journey, I ſer out in the ſtage coach; taking 


care to obſerve the leffon, with regard to 


dreſs, which her Grace of Queenſberry hach 
given me; that is, L had adop ted Horace's 
maxim of /mplex munditiis. This attention 


to the — and neutneſs of my appareil 
E ; W 
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anſwered: a purpoſe I had not foreſeen 
or deſigned; it ſo far deceived Mrs. Clarke, 
that ſhe concluded I was one of her own 
ſect, which procured me the more cordial 
reception. The whole family were ſo pre- 
jucliced in my favour by this unintended 
deception, that the beſt of every thing 
Clarke-Hall afforded was beſtowed upon me 
with the greateſt cheerfulneſs. I had not 
indeed dreſſed myſelf with the ſtudied for- 
mality of a rigid Quaker, but only ſo plain 
neat as to entitle me to the denomination 
df wel Quaker; a diſtinction that ariſes 
chiefly from the latter's wearing ribbands, 
gauzes, and laces. I admire many of the 
principles of this * honeſt, ſincere, 
and cleanly people; but have not many in- 
ſtances fallen within your obſervation, Ma- 
dam, where a broad -· brimmed hat and ſad 
coloured coat, or a green apron and plain 
linen, have covered a prouder heart than 
all the gay pomp of a birth- day ſuit? I think 
L have been able to make ſuch a remark more 


| than once. 


My pallid eee preſenting a ſure 
indication of my having been ill, and of the 


neceſſity there was for my coming into the 


country; this, added to the natural want of 
curioſity in my couſins, prevented me from 
being obliged: to frame excuſes for my viſit. 
They luckily ſuppoſed I came to claim, my 
legacy, and received me with Sreat goQQ- 
TY BT AK : ; f W 


ſituation to the lofty domes and ſplendid cares 
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will. The day after my arrival, they paid 
me the intereſt due on it, which enabled: me 
to remit the friendly Mrs. Mirvan a part of 

what. I ſtood indebted to her; and in a few 
days, without inquiring whether I had not 
forfeited it, they paid me the whole ſum. 

1 acknowledge that I made no ſeruple of re- 
ceiving what they did not ſtand in need of, 

as they were in very opvlos circumſtances, 
and had no children. 

After the perturbations I had lately expe- 
| Fauced, this ſweet place appeared a paradiſe 
to me. Peace, plenty, content, and inno- 
cence, accompanied by cheerfulneſs, their 
ſure attendant, ſeemed to have taken 
their. abode here, preferring this nd 


of higher ranks. And here for ee time 4 | 

enjoyed perfect tranquillity. ©! + 

hus tranquil and happy, I will put an 155d 
to my letter, before any rude ene en 
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1 N : 2 Qs weeky 10 was ſo. perfectly reco- 
vered that not the leaſt veſtige remained 
my illneſs. The apothecary, who had 
attended me, was of the ſame perſuaſion as 
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my couſins; and being deceived, as they kad 
been, by the Quakeriſhneſs of my dreſs, 


(excuſe the new coined! word) ſeemed to 


ſnew.a partiality in my favour, which my re- 
lations did not diſoourage. At the annual 
fair; which, in thoſe country places is the 
ſeaſon of feſtivity and enjoyment, my for- 
mal ſuitor: gave my relations and myſelf an 
invitation to his huuſe; which he had deco- 
rated with flowers, and ſtored withevery good 


thing that was to be purchaſed, to ſnew his 


regard for me. But that blind lady, dame 
Fortune, who difpenſes both her fayours and 


her fromns ſometimes in a ſtrange manner, was 


determined I ſhould not enjoy my preſent 
tranquillity long. In an ill- natured fit, ſhe 


brought about an event, which deprived me 


at once of my couſin 's/ favour, ny ade 


mirer's attachment. 


Bt n Moore, . ag BY 
tinguiſhed for his misfortunes as his diſſipa- 


tion, happened accidentally: = be, at this 
period, in the neighbourhood 


which ve hac been invited and, unluckily 


for me, to be introduced by a friend to the 


apothecary, to- mare in the feaſt of which we 
partook. This' gentleman had once been. 


ffeſſed of an income of twenty-five thous 


and pounds per annum. But not being en- 


dowed wich a proportionable: ſhare! of 
dence; he found himſelf at length — 3 1 


N his dun extravagance, andi the cl 


L canery 


the place to 


canery of his ſteward, to the moſt humi- 
liating neceſſity. And what is very extraor- 
dinary, the wretch who had thus juggled him 
out of a princely fortune, had the audacity 
to propoſe to him to take his daughter to 
Wife; on which condition he would agree 


to return him back the whole of the eſtate he 


had deprived him of. Mr. Moore, nobly, in 
my opinion, rejected the diſgraceful offer. 
The generality of his acquaintance, how- 


ever, notwithſtanding they could not but 


admire his magnanimity upon the occaſion, 
blamed an imprudence, in conſequence of 


which he was neceſſitated, at: forty years of _ : 


age, to accept of an enſigncy in a ent 
'that was ordered to Gibralta. - 


Ho embittered muſt be the refletions of 
a perſon capable of ſuch imprudence and in- 


attention! The loſs of an eſtate of ſueh im- 
menſe value could not have been completed 


_- without numberleſs inſtances of both. And 
though the chicanery of his ſteward may be 


conſidered as ſome palliation- of Mr. Moore's 


- want-of attention; indolence in the extreme 


muſt have marked the progreſs of it. A pro- + 


perattention to che prudential concerns of liſe, 


without meanneſs and avarice on the one hand, 
or indolence and profuſeneſs on the other, is 
a duty which every perſon of property owes 


00 \hirnfelf; to bis connections, and to the 


community at large — But to return from thi 
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Nothing happened to interrupt the har- 
mony of the company, or that could give 
me uneaſineſs, till the afternoon; when upon 


him, that I was a wet Quaker, for whom his 


friend the apothecary had an inclination, 


that gentleman, without intending me any 
injury, gave way to his volatile diſpoſition, 
and thus exclaimed loud enough to be heard 
by the whole company. A wet Quaker, 


«: aftreſs, who met with ſo much applauſe the 
«< laſt winter at Covent-Garden- Theatre !” 
The confuſion viſible in my. countenance, as 
ſoon as he had made this diſcovery, con- 


error; but, like Marplot, Us. Fowld- not find 
out 'what it was. 


\time;- of the converſation that had juſt paſſed, 
I was in hopes ſhe had not attended to what 
Mr. Moore had ſaid. She, however, ſoon 
after ordered the carriage, and left her huſ- 
band, who loved his bottle, to enjoy the 
conviviality of the gay Londontr. After 
ve were gone, Mr. Clarke inquired more 

icularly concerning me; and learnt from 
Nr. Moore every thing relative to the unfar- 


2 


tunate event which had lately befallen me. 


And upon that gentleman's adding Cork 


believed all the world now concluded 1 
innocent, * 3 ** though a” . 
2 * 11462 {1 cry 


bs, 


Mr. Moore's acquaintance whiſpering. to 


1 r It is Miſs Bellamy the celebrated 


me him that he had committed ſome 


7 As Mrs. Clarke wok no ee at = 
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ker, did not want pride, and whoſe courage 
was now rouſed by the juice of the grape, 
thought, as a branch of his wife's family, I 
Was entitled to his protection. He accord- 
ingly returned home, fully determined to 
interpoſe in the affair, and avenge the ill- 
treatment J had received, | „„ 
A lady of my couſin's acquaintance being 
in the chaiſe with us, her preſence prevented 
any diſagreeable altercation during our re- 
turn. I own I was not without my appre- 
henſions of having ſome diſpleaſing inter- 
rogatories put to me by Mrs. Clarke; but 
as ſhe always appeared to be of a dove- lite 
diſpoſition, I had no idea that ſhe poſſeſſed 
the qualifications of a Xantippe, in the de- 
gree I afterwards found ſhe did. I had been 
told that ſhe was naturally of a jealous tem- 
per; but as ſhe and Mr. Clarke were both 
arrived at an age, when the heighday of the 
blood is ſuppoſed to be over, I doubted 
not but that paſſion had long ſince been 
eradicated from her boſom. mn. 
As ſhe ſtepped out of the chaiſe, ſhe hurt 


her foot; obſerving this, I offered her my 


hand to aſſiſt her in getting into the parlour. 

, But upon my preſenting it to her, ſne re- 
jected it with the dignity of a Tragedy © 
Queen; uttering at the ſame time, witgn a 
haughty accent, the word © Avaunt?” Sup- 

Poſing the latter might be intended for the 
dog Who. ran to welcome his Miſtreſs ä 
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1 took no notice of it. But I was ſoon un- 
deceived in this conjecture. For we had no 
ooner got into the houſe, than looking ſtead- 
faſtly in my face, ſhe addreſſed me in a man- 


ner, and in a language that I had not been 


-accuſtomed to. Avaunt!ꝰ ſaid ſne; «© Thou 
& art a child of iniquity—Thou haſt ſold thy- 
ee ſelf to the e one Thou art an im- 
joe poſtreſs. Here I : ſtopped her ſhort. 
-Duplicity:was a charge which I could not 
Hear urged againſt me, without endeavour- 
ing to exonerate myſelf from the imputa- 
tion. I therefore aſked her in what I had 
zumpoſed upon her; and challenged her to 
W that in any of the converſations I had 


Id with her, I had been guilty of a falſehood. 


As my couſin really regarded me next to her 
- huſband, ſhe now appeared ſorry for what ſhe 


dad uttered, and was about to make an apo- 


dogy; but unfortunately, tat that orilis, Mr. 


15 er came in 
He had no ſooner W her of whe | 


whole of what he had heard relative to me, 
: and made known to her the reſolution he * 
formed in conſequence of it, than her 
Aan an inſtant rekindled; and inſtead: of t 

dove, ſhe once more reſembled 4 Meduſa. 
„ Avaunt! * ſhe again cried, e avaunt! 
% Perdition will follow thee. Thou comeſt 
e with all thy frauds to feduce my beſt be- 
e joved. Satan hath got hold of thee, as 
ell as parent. Therefore, I -PFay 
F 2 5 ee, 
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ec thee, leave my manſion.” Lene her be- 


loved interpoſed, declaring, That nothing 


_ ©«. ſhould prevent his going to the great 1 4 


cc to make the bad man do me juſtice, b 
taking me for his ſpouſe.“ ** Didit « 
«« not tell me, Toba,” interrupted Mrs. 
Clarke, “ didſt thou not tell me, that the 
&« wicked: man had an helpmate ?” This 
was a part of the ſtory that my couſin John, 
through his inebriety, had forgotten. The 
obſervation, . therefore, made by his wife, at 
once put a ſtop to his intended Quixotiſm. 
Finding here, from the ſilence which en- 
ſned; an opportunity to {peak,-I told my cou- 
ſin, that after what had juſt paſſed, I could not - 


think of ſpending another day under her roof, 
Not that I was offended at her acculing me of 


an intention to ſeduce the conjugal fidelity 
of her beloved ſpouſe, the inſinuation being 
too laughable to give me a moment's uneaſi- 


neſs; but upon account of her reflection on 
my dear mother, whoſe name I would not 
hear mentioned with diſreſpect. That, con- 
ſcious of my own innocence, I readily for- 
gave her for every crime ſhe had accuſed 
me of, except that of deception, which made 


too deep an impreſſion on my heart to be 


forgiven. Then aſſuming a very ſolemn air, 
in order, if poſſible, to make her repent of 
her illiberality, I thus went on: © Madam, 
c I would have you to know, . 1 have 
8 a ſoul above all art.. | 
„Vor, I. > The 0 
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The moment I had uttered theſe words, 
Mrs. Clarke, with a tranſition both of coun- 
tenance-and voice, that would have done ho- 
Nour to the moſt comic actreſs, thus put a 
ſtop to my Vindication. © Anne! Anne!” 
{aid ſhe, with the utmoſt placidity, * perhaps 
cc thou doſt hold the faith of the Turks; 
4 who believe that women have no fouls !” 
The archneſs of her look, and her inex- 
preſſible manner, whilſt ſhe repeated this, 
made me drop the conſequential air I had aſ- 
ſumed, and put an end to my anger. And I 
Could not refrain from burſting out into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. Thus termi- 
nated our converſation, and we now parted, 
to retire to reſt. At our ſeparation, Mrs. 
Clarke ſhook my hand three times, and took 
her leave for the night, with wiſhing me 
every good thing; the ſalutation uſually made 
uſe of by Quakers to their very beſt 
friends. But ' notwithſtanding this proof of 
returning regard in the boſom of my lately 
exaſperated couſin, I determined never to 
riſte ſuch another humiliating ſcene. 

What a quantity I have written! My 
aching head and fingers have long fince hint- 
ed to me, that it was time to finiſh this letter; 
but I was unwilling to do fo, till I had 
ended the account of my ſojourning with my 
Quaker relations. Having now done this, 
1 ſhall conclude, with witung 285 e | 

0 e 
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to my couſin's expreſſive and charitable be- 
2 plenty * $004 ivings- | 
| | G. A. B. 


5 LETTER, xv. 


Feb. 8, 17 


1 AROSE early the next morning, with 
an intention of going to Ingateſtone, at 
which place lived a young lady, who during a 
viſit at my couſin's, had favoured me with a 
preſſing invitation to ſpend ſome time with her. 
Both my relations made uſe of their.utmoſt 
perſuaſions to prevail upon me to ſtay with 
them longer; but when they found me reſo- 


4 lute, they permitted me to go. Mrs. Clarke, 
> however, inſiſted upon my accepting ſome 
4 preſents. Among theſe was Barclay's 
, Apology,” which ſome years after proved 
t of the moſt eſſential ſervice to me. I left 
f Clarke-Hall about nine o'clock in my cou- 
4 fin's chaiſe, and upon my arrival at Ingate- 


ſtone, found, to my great diſappointment, 
| that Miſs White, which was the young lady's 
y name, and all her family, were gone to Lon- 
don, to be preſent at the yearly meeting of 


3 their ſect. Upon this 1 ordered the ſervant 
d to drive to the beſt inn; after which $ dif- 
vl charged him, and ſent him home. 

* Whilſt my dinner was getting 3 1 
E Aauntered to the end of the town; and bei 


1 | ſtruck 
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ſtruck with the profpect that appeared before 
me, 1 aſcended a hill at ſome diſtance, in 
order to have the more extenſive view. It 
is not in the power of language to do juſtice 
to the picture which here preſented itſelf, 


although but an inland country. At the 


bottom of: the hill on which I ſtood, there 
was a farm-houſe, ſurrounded with , fields, 
that ſpoke the induſtry, as well as opulence 
of the owner; for I have obſerved that ſmall 


farms, occupied by indigent people, are ſel- 


dom kept in that order and neatneſs which 
large ones are. 

After gratifying my ſight with this Ree) 
ſcene for ſome time, I thought it proper to 
return. Before 1 had got far, I obſerved 
ſomething "gliding towards me which ap- 


peared to be ſhining; and what ſhould it be 


but a ſerpent, which my fear magnified to 
an enormous ſize. I ran to avoid it, and in 
my fright leaped over a ſtile; which I had 
no ſooner done, than a boy, a ſtood near 
it, deſired I would not proceed, as there was 
a very vicious bull in the adjacent paſture. 
Thus ſituated between Scylla and Charybdis, 
I knew not which to run the riſk of, the 
beaſt or the reptile. But the boy aſſuring 
me the ſerpent ſhould not hurt me, as he had 
a good tick, and would defend me from it, 
I choſe the leſſer evil of the two, and was 


eſcorted by my ruſtic champion over the 


| 585 field. RO knight, however, had not fo 
| much 


I 7 44 & 5 
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much of the true ſpirit of chivalry in him, 


as to refuſe a gratification for his ſervices; 


and he returned as well pleaſed with a ſix- 
pence I beſtowed upon him, as ever knight- 
errant did with a ſcarf received from the 
hands of his fair miſtreſs at- a tournament; 
or the thanks of a diſtreſſed damſel whom 
he had releaſed from the hands of her ra- 
Vither: 

As I walked the i of che way to- 
wards the town, the thought being probably 
inſpired by the ſight of the ſerpent, I could 
not help imagining my fituation ſimilar to 
that of our firſt parent Eve, on her expulſion 
from Paradiſe; wandering. forlorn, without 
friends, or even a place of abode, and Pro- 
vidence alone my guide. Nay worſe did I 


fancy my lot to be; as our great mother had 


a Companion to cheer. the tedious way, and 
partake of her future fortune; one who loved 


her ſo well, as voluntarily to forfeit his bliſs- 
ful ſtate,” to accompany her in her exile, and 


combat unknown evils. Whilſt Tt ide was 
left all unguarded. 

My mind was ſo 3 W with theſs 
Fo thoughts that I ſhould have prolonged. 


my walk till the deelining ſun had warned me 
to return, had I not been apprehenſive o 


meeting more vicious bulls and yenemous ſer 


pents. Urged, therefore, rather by fear than 
appetite, I re- entered the gate of the inn 
and my landlady appearing to be a decent 


3 woman, 
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woman, and very communicative, as 1 wiſhed 
to ſeek out an eligible refidence in the town 
or neighbourhood, I requeſted the pleaſure 
of her company to dine with me. 
During our dinner ſhe informed me that 
Lord Petre had a noble houſe and eſtate ad- 
joining to that town; adding that his Lord- 
ſhip's family was one of the worthieſt in the 
World, although they were Roman-Catholics. I 
eould not help filing at this reſervation; 
which ſhe obſerving, begged my pardon 5 
ſaying, I fear, Madam, you are one.“ 
. re lied, Tam indeed an unworthy one.” 
ee the ſtarting tear gliſtened in my 
: 35 at the recollection of my remiſſneſs in 
the duties of the religion 1 profeſſed. 1 
however ſmothered the upbraidings of my 
mind, and inquired who lived at the farm- 
houſe which was fo pleaſantly ſituated at 
ſome diſtance from the town. She informed 
me that it belonged to a rich farmer, but 
they were Papiſbes. I then deſired ſhe would 
inſtruct me in 2 diſtinction between Roman- 
Catholics and Papiſhes, as ſhe termed them. 
Lord, Miſs,” anſwered ſhe; .*« fure you 


know the difference between a Hind and 


« 4 Lord?“ At any other time, the woman's 
curious explanation would have afforded - 
me ſome diverſion; but at preſent” m). 
mind was too much engrofſed by the wiſh 
* nal ddmiffion' into che farm 1 had 

Teen, 
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ſeen, to take that notice of her ſuppoſed wit 
ſhe expected me to do. | 
I then informed her, that as 1 had come 
to Ingateſtone upon a vilit to Miſs White, 
and ſhould be very much diſappointed to re- 
turn without: having ſeen her, I ſhould be 
greatly obliged to her, if ſhe could prevail 
on the farmer to board and lodge me till 
that young lady came back from London. 
% That's impoſſible, returned my hoſteſs, 
** for I find you are a Quaker inſtead of a 
« Catholic.” I aſſured her again that I was 
of that perſuaſion, and would ſoon convince 
the farmer's family that I was ſo. A meſſen- 
ger was now. -diſpatched to make inquiry 
whether my propoſal would be agreeable ; 
with when Mrs. Williams, the : farmer's 
wife, returned; and the good woman. being 
as much pleaſed with- me as I was with her, 
We ſoon came to an agreement. 
In the evening I went to my new place of 
abode; where the firſt perſon I faw was my 
little champion, who ran to ſalute me. I was 
then introduced to all the family, which. con- 
lifted of the farmer, his wife, two ſons, one 
of whom was a widower with two children. 
the other a bachelor, and ſeveral domeſtics. 
This was the ſtate of che family I was now 
become a member of; a family of induſtry 


into a neat bed- chamber, which had been 
fitted up by the late Mrs. Williams, the 
52 * £ widower” 8 


and true happineſs. At night I was ſhow I 
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widower's wife, in a ſuperior ſtyle to any 
other part of the houſe, for her own uſe, an 
which 1 found ftored with books, I ſhould 
not have expected to meet with in ſuch a 
reſidence. This circumſtance gave me in- 
finite pleaſure, as my paſſion for reading was 
rather increaſed than relaxed, by my being 
debarred that enjoyment at Clarke-Hall. 
Morning and evening, Mr. Williams read 
3 to the whole family, not a cow-boy 
being excuſed from attending. At our meals 
a cheerfulneſs ſat on every countenance, ex- 
- cept that of the widower, who ſeemed to re- 
tain a decent ſorrow for his late loſt partner. 
Mrs. Williams appeared to pay greater at- 


tention to this ſon than to the othef; not, as 


ſhe ſaid, from her having more affection for 
him, but becauſe his ſituation had a claim 
which the other, who was unthinkingly happy, 
had not. My kind hoſt gained admittance 

for me on Sundays and holidays, into Lord 


Petre's chapel. And in my preſent peace- 


ful reſidence, partly owing to this circum- 
ſtance, I felt a tranquillity which J had never 
enjoyed ſince my return "900m: my” ev 2 
regretted convent, | 
From many inſtances in my 1 par- 
ticularly from the whole of this, you ſee that 
J have. attended to your injunctions of rela- 
ting the minuteſt circumſtances of my life. 
The minutiæ, you ſay, lead to the elucida- 
_ of — events. I have, therefore, 


though 


though they may ba ** as n 
by the public, when they are laid before 
them, and ſometimes may prove tedious to 
you, obeyed your commands, at the expence, 
perhaps, of my literary fame. Having 
made this obſervation, 15 will bid You, for 
he eee adieu! 


e GA 
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18 URING my 1 at this retired abode, I 
2 often wrote to my mother, but never: 

could obtain an anſwer. I was the more ſur- 
priſed at this, as Mr. Moore had informed my 
couſin Clarke, that it was generally believed 
that I was innocent of any: acquieſcence in 
my elopemenr. After having reſided in this: 
tranquil place for ſome weeks, I, one bag. 
took a walk to the field where the ſerpent had 
alarmed me, in order to enjoy once more the 
proſpect that had then ſo delighted me. Upon. 
this eminence there was a large tree, under 
the ſpreading boughs of which ſeats were 
1 placed for the accommodation of thoſe who: 
came to enjoy the view; and on one of theſe 
J placed myfelf. Having tired the eye, and: 
Lilisfiec he curioſity, I had recourſe to a book 
Which 1 had brought with me, to prolong m 
2 5 indul- 


„ + ©: 8 # 1 
„ 
3 


So 
*4 
ä ” , 4 Fay, 
: : 1 
1 5 8 : : E 
— - A 
. y * * - 
* * = * 4 
f 1 j ' | 
» . - 4 : y 
a . : . ** a 7 
- . | by IF: ' ” 8 * 4 ”, 


94 THE LIFE OFT 


indulgence on this ſweet ſpot. The book 
which I had put in my pocket, happened to 


- be « Mrs. Rowe's Letters from the Dead to 


te the Living;“ in which I read, till the ſub- 
Je& had thrown a gloom over my mind. I 
_ aroſe to return home; when preſently I 
thought I ſaw my mother's apparition making 
towards me. Her figure was ſo remarkable, 
and ſo ſtrongly was the impreſſion of her 
beloved form imprinted on my memory, that 
I could: not be deceived. - I immediately 
conjectured that her ſilence had been occa- 
Honed by her death; and, heated as my imagi- 
nation was, by the ſubject I had juſt been read- 
ing, concluded ſhe was come to upbraid me 
with being the occaſion of it. The ſuppoſition 
that I had been the fatal, though innocent, 
Eaule of her diſſolution, ſo overwhelmed my 
ſpirits, that I fell ſenſeleſs on the flowery 
carpet of nature. But what tranſports did 1 
feel, to find myſelf, on my recovery, really 
claſped in her arms! It was ſhe herſelf. 
% Happy, happy hour!” I cried, enraptur- 
ed, do I once more receive the endear- 
% ments of a parent!” The voice of for- 
giveneſs could not have been more accept- 

able to me, had I really been culpable. 
As ſoon as my perturbations at this unex- 
pected happineſs were a little ſubſided, I 
mquired of my mother, what had occaſioned 
the alteration. in her ſentiments that I now 
experienced. She informed me that her 
re” 85 relation, 
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relation, who had proved ſuch an inveterate ' 
enemy to me, was ately dead; and that af- 
ter her deceaſe, they diſcovered that ſhe had 
| ſecreted every one of my letters, the whole 
being found among her papers. My mother 
acknowledged that my ſilence had greatly 
exaſperated Mrs. Jackſon and herſelf againſt 
me, but ſtill ſhe could not help ſeverely re- 
proaching herſelf at times, for diſcarding z 
young creature like me, without having been 
well affured of my guilt. Had ſhe but re- 
fefted a moment, ſhe faid, upon the circum- 
ftances. attending my clopement, ſhe muſt 
have been. convinced of my innocence; for 
if I had been acceffary to ic, I ſhould have 
taken my little wardrobe and other necefs 
faries with me, as well as the profits ariſing 
from my benefits; which I had inſiſted on 
her keeping in her poſſeſſion. Every cir- 
cumſtance now, the confeſſed, appeared 
in a different light, and pleaded as much in 
my behalf, as they had before, when 
viewed through a falſe medium, ſcemed 
to condemn me. Being thus, continued 
my mother, © from the diſcovery' of my re- 
e lation's treacherous conduct, and the teſti= 
© mony of concurrent circumſtances, per- 
, fectly convinced of your innocence, and 
« having likewiſe now obtained your ad- 
«dreſs, 1 haſtened on the wings of maternak 
_ «affection, to atone for my unkind and in- 
* conſiderate behaviour. Finding you from 
e 8 E 6 „ 
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« home on my arrival at the farm, and Mrs. 
« Williams pointing out the way you had 
« taken, my impatience would not ſuffer n me 
« to wait your return.“ 

After thanking my mother again wi again, 
| for this renewal of her tenderneſs, and hav- 
ing given her a juſt and true account of 
every thing which had befallen me ſince laſt 
I ſaw her, I could not help blaming her for 
ſuſpecting me, even for a moment, of deceit. 
Sincerity I told her I valued: myſelf upon. 
She had been an inmate of my boſom from 
the firſt hour that knowledge had darted her 
beams on my infant mind. That ſhe had 
bleſſed me through life with her loved ſoci- 
ety ; and notwithſtanding her friendſhip. had 
often coſt me dear, yet I truſted he: would 
attend me to the grave. | | 
Having thus caſed our jabouring hexirts af 
the burthen which had fat heavy on both for 
ſo long a time, we walked towards the farm. 
As we went along, I thanked, in many a ſi- 
+lent- ejaculation, that Being who had brought 
about this pleaſing revolution in my affairs; 
and that by ſuch unexpected means. The 
* ways of Heaven indeed, ſaid I, in a 
mental exclamation, are dark and intri- 
«cate, Puzzled with mazes, and perplexed 
<«. with errors, our underſtanding tracesthem 

% in yain ; nor fees with how much art the 

66 windings run, nor hers: the: t dcr 850 | 
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It was with concern I heard from my 
mother that my good friend Mrs. Jackſon, 
who had been for ſome time a widow, had 
married again, very indiſcreetly, to an Iriſh 
gentleman of the law, by name Kelly; and 
that ſhe was preparing to accompany him to 
Ireland. As my attachment to that lady 
was founded both on affection and gratitude, 
the intelligence I had juſt received imbit- 
tered in ſome degree my newly-revived: hap- 
pineſs. But as my mother's tenderneſs was 
now as exceſſive as her reſentment had been 
vehement; this, joined to the natural viva- 
city of my diſpoſition, . ſoon. reſtored my 
Win to their uſual hilarity. 

My mother having brought me 1 
a ſuited to the ſeaſon, vanity, which, notwith- 
ſtanding all my mortifications, was ftill alive 
in my heart, impelled me to appear, the 
following Sunday, in a gayer dreſs than I had 
done fince I had been here. It is true I had 

never loſt ſight of that plain neatneſs which 1 

had adopted upon coming into the countrys 
but the addition of ſome very fine laces given 
me by Mrs. Jackſon, and the being accou- 
tred, upon the whole, more faſh ionably, 
1 excited enquiries which till now had never 
exiſted, Whilſt I was the neat, ſimple, 
1 inoffenſive girl, I paſſed uncenſured; 
and the good people with whom IJ reſided 
1 me every eececd, and doated upon 
"But when, . by the ſtranger 

Tz 2 U f 8 e | 


* 


98 "THE/LIFE.OF) 


who had come from London, L appeared the 
gay, ſprightly, well-dreffed fine lady, they 
viewed me with pity mixed with contempr, 


From the behaviour of theſe ruftics may 


| probably be acquired a furer criterion of the 
garb and demeanour that betokens fimplicity 

- of manners, and innocence. of heart, than 
from all the ſcientific rules of philoſophy, 
or the moral precepts of divines. | 

Had I duly profited by this incident, 
which I ought to have confidered as a. well- 
meant reproof, I ſhould have been content 
with a humble line of life. But the happi- 
neſs attendant on ſimplicity and mnocence, 
was not to be my lot. Pride prompted me 
to believe, that it was my indiſpenſible duty 
to ſupport my parent in a genteeler ſtyle than 
her penſion would admit of; and no other 
method preſented itſelf for doing this, than 
teturning to my theatrical profeſſion. - This 
_ conſequently I concluded o: 

J had no ſooner formed the reſolution i 
| treading the ſtage once more, than the calm 
retreat I had lately been ſo fond of, grew 
irkſome to me. —Rural walks, moſs- grown 
ſeats, ſpreading trees, books, and contem- 
plation, loſt their charrns The proſpects 1 
had ſo often viewed with rapture and de- 
light, were no longer pleafing to my eye. 

Ahe ſtillneſs of a country life palled upon 
_ ———— he wholeſome * 5 
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the hearty welcome; the cheerful gibe, and 
all the pleaſures of a ruſtic table, were now 
diſtaſteful to me.— I welcomed in idea, all 
the gay ſcenes into which I was about to 
enter, together witk their inſeparable con- 
comitants, noiſe, riot, IN" Gu and 
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FO . great faixfattion of the farmer's 
1 Honeſt family, who now viewed both 
my mother and me with ſuſpicious. eyes, 
ſhe in a few days ſet off for London, whither 
I was ſoon to follow her. Upon her getting 
to town, ſhe was to procure me a lodging 
ſomewhere in the environs, and then to wait 
on Mr. Rich, to know whether he choſe to 
engage me again. As ſhe was going towards 
Covent- Garden for this purpoſe, ſhe acci- 
dentally met Mr. Sheridan; who having 
commenced manager of a theatre in Dublin, 
was come to England to raiſe recruits. That 
_ gentleman immediately enquired. for me, ex- 
Preſſing at the ſame time a deſire to en 
me. My mother replied, that ſhe did non 


think it Pradent e 
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till ſhe had- firſt obtained the conſent of Mr. 
Rich, to whom her daughter lay under the 
greateſt obligations. Mr. Sheridan acquieſ- 
eing in this, my mother promiſed to acquaint 
him with the reſult of her interview Vith 
Nr. Rich. 

My mother had no ſooner mentioned her 
accidental meeting with Mr. Sheridan, and 


his. wiſh” to engage me, than Mr. Rich ape 


her, without the leaſt heſitation, at once a 


proof of his regard, and his diſintereſtedneſs. 
He adviſed her by all means to accept the 


propoſal; as I ſhould: not only receive the 
inſtructions of ſo great a maſter, but have 


an opportunity of appearing. in every prin- 
cipal character, an advantage I could not be 
indulged with on a London ſtage ;; the poſ- 
ſeſſion of parts at that time (except when per- 
_ mitted novices for a trial of their theatrical 


{kill}. being | conſidered as much the Property 


of performers, as their weekly ſalary, 


Upon my arrival in town, a letter wa. de- | 


livered me at the inn from my mother, 
wherein ſhe informed me that ſhe had taken 
a lodging for me at Chelſea; to which I 
drove. 1 found Mr. Sheridan there, and 
K my engagement with him was ſoon conclud- 

ed. Having but a ſhort time allowed me to 
make the neceſſary preparations, and being 
as much aſhamed to appear before any per- 
ion I knew, as if the ſcandal, propagated 
_ me had been well founded, 9; teft 
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London without taking leave of any one. 
My heart indeed upbraided me with want of 
politeneſs, and with the higheſt degree of 
ingratitude, in not paying my reſpects, be- 
fore I went, to Mr. Rich and to Mr. Quin, 
gentlemen to whom I lay under ſuch great 
and numerous obligations; but I could not 
| fo far overcome my baſhful timidity, as 5 
do it. 


In my agreement with Mr. Sheridan; I 


only ſtipulated for one character, which I was - 


apprehenſive my youth might be an objec- 
tion to, and which it is here neceſſary to 
mention, as it was afterwards productive of 
diſagreeable conſequences. It was the part 
of Conſtance in * King John.“ A character 
which (although it aid be objected to my 
laying it, that I was not only incapacitated 
rom my want of experience on the ſtage; 
but from my figure, which would have been 
more properly adapted to the lady's 7 | 
Prince Arthur) I had ſet my heart upon. 
Beſides myſelf and my mother, who hat | 
FED red to attend me, there were ſeve⸗ 
ral other pe rſons whom the Iriſh manager 


had engaged and agreed to frank, as well | 


as us; to Dublin. We ſet off with that 
_ gentleman from his lodgings; . and .nothing 

Worth relating happened till we arrived at 
Parkgate. When we got there, the wind bes 
ing contrary, Mr. Sheridan took his leave of 
us, and — the management of the 
[Es rep 
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troop to my mother, ſet off directly toe 
Holyhead. W 

I have often change there WAS 2 great 
ſimilarity between the little troop we muſter- 


ed here, and the company of itinerant | 


players deſcribed with ſuch infinite humour 
by Scarron. It conſiſted of Mrs. Elmy ; a 
young. adventurer, named Lacy; an humble 
admirer of that lady, a Mr. Morgan, in the 
laſt: ſtage of a conſumption; my mother; 
# _ and (before he left us) the mana- 


After the latter had quitted us, my 


1 Mrs. Elmy, who was a humouriſt 
and poſſeſſed of great good ſenſe, but by 
her want of powers, was prevented 


making a conſpicuous figure upon the ſtage, 


were ever diſputing about ſomething: or 
other. Phe contraſt between the deport- 
ment and diſpoſition of the two was equal 
to the extremes of light and ſnade. To an 


indifferent obſerver, the formality and re- 


ſerve of my honoured parent, compared 

wath the levity and aſſumed low humour 
f Mrs. Elmy (both aſſumed ſometimes 
through conrradidtion). afforded; a truly 
laue hable: feeneo? |” 


"Gf, this I e 26 give you the Slowing | 


ene. During our journey, we had paſſed 
through a place in Staffordſhire, named 
Exiſee- Bank, with the name of which Mrs. 
Elmy was ſo enchanted, that to gratify her 

. the was *** * 
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refs of Eviſee by ycur humble ſervant. The 

creation of this new dignity was the means of 
frequently putting my mother out of humour. 
For in all the inns we put up at, the newly- 
created counteſs had the beſt apartment, 
and more reſpect and attendance were ſhown 
her than the reſt of the company. Upon ob- 
ferving this conſtantly repeated, my mother 
told me, that if I did not immediately undig- 
nify her ladyſhip, ſhe would leave her com- 
Panions, and purfue the journey with onlx 

my divinityſhip. I was therefore obliged; 
when we arrived at Parkgate, to take the 
lady's title from her, and reduce ker ones 
| more to plain Mrs. Elmy. © 
_- Having' waited ſeveral days at Parks, 
| withove 2 probability of — and the 
palace being rendered more difagregable than 
it is, by the houſes being crowded witn 
Paſſengers; Mrs. Elmy prevailed upon me 

to endeavour to perſuade my mother to go 
to the head. I was to urge as a" reaſon; 
chat our ſtay at Parkgate would in all pro- 
bability prove much more expenſive” than 
the journey. A wiſh to oblige Mrs. Elmy; 


together with curioſity to ſee this part of 


Wales, induced me to exert all my power | 
_ over my mother upon the occaſion: I at 
length, though not without great difficulty 
fucceeded; and we ſent to hire horſes and 1 
guide, to ſet off the next morning. 

Shall F conclude this letter Hm verſa 
| vo let of, — or ſhall I ——— 
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firſt with the diverting hiſtory of our excur- 
 Hon-over the Welch mountains? As I have 
an hour to ſpare from any neceſſary avoca- 
tion, as my head is tolerably clear, and as 
my fingers are untired, I will eee as 
| dd ß I hear you bid TIE 

EK no then, that the next morning our kde 
company ſet out on their intended journey for 
Holyhead, as I informed you it was agreed 
to do. As I never had been on horſeback 


before, I was not ſenfible of the taſk I had 


a % 42 . 1 88 4 5 1 dom, 
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undertaken. | But the horſes in this part of 
the world are fo gentle, and ſo accuſtomed 
to the road, that there is little danger of any 
inconvenience ariſing, but that of fatigue. 
After travelling that day without any acci- 
dent, the next morning, at breakfaſt, we were 
joined by a party of Iriſh gentlemen, with 
| whomwe hind dined when we were at. Cheſter, 
and who were purſuing the ſame route as our- 
ſelves. We were very happy in the encounter, 
as their party greatly enlivened ours. One 
of theſe gentlemen, whoſe name was Crump, 
and of whom I ſhall; have occaſion to make 
frequent mention in the courſe of my narrative, 
paid ſo much aſſid uous attention to my mother, 
that we all concluded ſhe had made a conqueſt 
of him. It will be neceſſary to remark that 
my mother being perfectly recovered from 
that dejection which her anxiety for me had 
occaſioned, and poſſeſſing ſtill ſome remains of 
that beauty which had once captivated one of 
x Bhs moſt conſpicuous. in this king- 
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dom, the IRE was not an improbable 
one. Her Hibernian admirer was about 
fifty years of age, hard favoured, but very 


lively, obliging, and intelligent. He was 


by profeſſion a linen- merchant, and was upon 
his return from Cheſter fair, which he con- 
ſtantly attended twice a year. 

We had exceeding fine hacking: till we 
came to Penmanmawr; when, juſt as we 
were aſcending that ſtupendous rock, the 


horizon became of a ſudden overcaſt; the 


big clouds, clad in their deepeſt fable, rolted 
over us, and ſpouted forth ſuch catarafts 
of rain, as ſeemed to forebode a ſecond de- 


luge; the moon, which was not as yet hid, 
Juſt ſerved to give us a view, by its aligns” ö 
mering light, of the dreadful abyſs that lay 


below ; the peals of thunder, which were 
almoſt without intermiſſion, threatened to 


burſt the heavens; whilſt the forkey flaſhes 
of lightning ſeemed to denounce our imme= 
diate diſſolution, and aint me 18 690 
on Lear's exclamation 3 b019] 
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gh "1 awful and. tremendous. ſituation, 


Ms. Elmy fell from her horſe; and as the 


road was at this time too narrrow to admit 


two horſes abreaſt, her fall impeded the 
progreſs of the whole company, except . 


— 
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of mp mother, Who with the guide led the 
Some of the gentlemen inſtantly. diſ- 
„er in order to place the diſaſtrous 
heroine upon her palfrey; when, to their 
great ſurpriſe, as well as ours, ſhe would not 
ſuffer herſelf to be moved from the ground, 
till ſne had repeated the e een 
__ Shore: =o; 


I 2 Pali then, ye mountains, on x wy guilty bead; * 
= 20 Hide me, ye rocks, within your ſecret caverns; 
1 Caſt your black veil upon my ſhame, O e Fe 
Ts „ And ſhield me with your fable wings for ever. ” * 
{Chin pieet. of 8 ied fallea 
of, its deſired effect; not one of the company 
ſeeming to be pleaſed with it but herſelf. 
Indeed it was very ill-timed.. So much ſo 
Was it, that one of the gentlemen who had 
Joined us, and who profeſſed himſelf a Free- 
-thinker, but was really, as his own words 
evince, an Atheiſt, declared, with a great oath, 
that the lady was muchito- blame to. out tra- 
gedy, when the. /pouts f heaven were let looſe 
upon us. To which he added, that fuch an 
awful ſcene as now preſented itſelf, almoſt 
| qierfinded him there was @:Deity. The hor- 
ror on Elmy's ludicrous r in ſue 
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an mig ſituation had excited in my mind, ._ 
was not leſſened by this declaration of our 
fellow- traveller. They both, united, ſeemed 
more dreadful than the tempeſt 3 in which we 
were involved; as I was: apprehenſive, that 
Divine vengeance wouls: await us for being 
in ſuch company. 

When the lady eee 1 ſhe 
found that the had cut her foot againſt a 
ſtone by the fall, and ſne complained much 
of the pain it occafioned; for which reaſon 
ſne ſtopped at a cottage at the foot of the 
Mawr, to bathe it with brandy. Though 
drenched with rain, I would Wt ee | 
with her, had not my mother inſiſted on my 
going on. Indeed, this was not a time to 
ſtand on compliments. My mother was ap- 

ve, as I had only a fuſtian riding 

abit on (the ſeaſon of the year, and the ge- 
l ſerenity of the weather, having pre- 
vented me from providing myſelf with a 
great coat) that I ſhould get cold, by mhich | 
my voice might have been affected. This 
ö conſideration induced her toſconſent to Mr. 
: Crump! s ſolicitations of taking me behind him. 
: As ſoon as was ſeated,” that gentleman - 
a put ſpurs to his horſe, which was aſiunter, and 
} 


= 


R 


away we flew till we arrived at Bangor ery. 7 
Here a figure preſented itſelf, ſo exactly an- 
_ -twering” the deſcription: of Charon, that - 
imagined myſelf on the banks of the Styx. 
8 — 
rocks, 
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rocks, during the tempeſt, had Sollen the 
river to an uncommon height, this had 
given the water a black tinge; and that being 
a quality, as we are told, of the river which 
leads, to Tartarus and Elyſium, it added to 
the imaginary deception. © | OX 
Having croſſed the ferry, Mr, Crucp and 

myſelf arrived at Bangor ſome time before 
the reſt of the company; where the miſtreſs 
of the inn accommodated. me with even a 
mift and ſtockings: In all the countries 
through which Jever travelled, I never met 
With ſuch civil people as at the Welch inns. 
There is a cordiality in their manners, which 
muſt give a ſuſceptible mind the greateſt 
pleaſure. Uncontaminated with. the he elf 
Intereſted attention of thoſe who belong to 
more frequented inns, where every .civility 
muſt be purchaſed, they cheerfully ſupply 
you with every accommodation in their 
gens and are happy in obliging 
As ſoon as I was apparelled in my linſey- : 
vcolſey, which I aſſure you I found very 
comfortable, I joined my fellow- traveller, 
Mr. Crump, to return him thanks for the 
care and civility he had ſhewn me. He had 
prepared a good fire in the parlour againſt 
my return, Which was evidently done to- 
have an opportunity of getting me alone. 
"His anxiety to do this muſt have been appa- 
rent to every one but myſelf. Had J obſerved 
it, 1 ſhould have thought * 
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an unpardonable preſumption. For a man 
of his years, and without one perſonal at- 
traction, to preſume to look up to my Aivini- 
 tyſhip, was a ſuppoſition that I could form 
no idea of. I could not, however, help re- 
marking, that my companion, who. had hi- 
therto been very loquacious, was now alto- 
gether as ſilent. As I was much fatigued, 
and not very well able to keep up a'conver- 
ſation, I was not diſpleaſed at his taciturnity. 
After prancing, about the room for ſome 
time, he approached me, and with a deep- 
fetched ſigh, which would have blown the 
boat, we had lately entered, over the river, 
without the aſſiſtance of the ferry- man, took 
hold of my hand. I perceived that he was 
much agitated, a circumſtance which, though 
it might have been agreeable in a favoured 
lover, was very unbecoming in a perſon. with 
whom I had been ſo newly acquainted,» At 
length he ſummoned. up reſolution enough 
thus to addreſs me: My dear Miſs Bellamy,” 
| Jaid he, © anſwer. me one queſtion: Were 
you ever in love?“ My ſurpriſe at having 
ſuch an interrogation put to me, and that in 
0 abrupt a manner, prevented me from mak 
ing an immediate reply; but recollecting 
| myſelf, I anſwered, Oh ! yes, violently. ? 
 *LAre you really attached? ” ſaid he. << For 
Le ever,” returned I. It would perhaps be 
ec deemed impertinent, continued the gen- 
lean, were I to preſume to aſk--with 
Vol. I. F 8 hm??“ : 
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cc whom?” I told him, I did not think it 
could be of any conſequence to him; but if 
it was, I would gratify his curioſity, by in- 
forming him it was with my/elf. That I was 
a female Narciſſus, and ſhould always con- 
tinue ſo. He had juſt time to exclaim, © Then 
I anyfatisfied,” when our company appeared. 
Such objects were they all as ſurpaſſed de- 
ſeription- My mother had prudently pro- 
vided herſelf with a good ſurtout; and the 
ide having ſome linen and other neceſſaries 
of hers ſafely ſtowed in a /aque de nuit, which 


I had brought with me from France, ſhe was 
ſoon equipt. But as for poor Mrs. Elmy, 
ſhe came badly off; as I had already ſecured 


every unemployed article belonging to the 
good hoſteſs's wardrobe. And what was more 

_ unfortunate for her than this, was, that there 
was no bed for her in the whole houſe, bur 
one which could only be termed a crib, and 
| that was placed in a cloſet of the room where 


we were to repoſe our weary limbs; and it 
was with great reluctance, that my mother 
conſented to her being ſtowed even in that 


confined ſpace. The gentlemen were obliged to 


fit up. At five o'clock, when the poſt-boy ar- 0 
rived, we were called, and purſuedour) journey. 
We arrived at Holyhead juſt in time to 


ſave our aſſage; for the packet ſailed in leſs 


than half an hour after we got in. For my 
own part, I was ſo much fatigued with the 
| 8888 chat as oo as 1 Set on board, 1 


retired 


. OO . . 
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retired to my cabin, where Morpheus was ſo 


kind as to touch me with his leaden wand, 


which cauſed me to ſleep, till IJ heard the cry 
of c The Hill of Howth! ; 


My arrival in another kingdom will an 
claim a ſe Ts e letter; I ſhall therefore * 
Put an end to this. 


LETTER XVIIT. 


March I, 17—. 


T TPON our PRAM at Dublin, my mo- 


| ther and myſelf were very kindly re- 
ceived by an old intimate of hers, the lady 
of the well known Do@or Walker. This 


gentleman, at that time, was eſteemed ſo. 


eminent in his profeſſion, that he was accu- 


mulating by his practice a capital fortune, 
notwithſtanding he lived in a very genteel . 


ſtyle. The Doctor was then writing a trea- 
tile againſt the Iriſh cuſtom of burying their 
dead within a few hours after their deceaſe; 
He endeavoured therein to diſſuade the Hi- 


bernians from purſuing ſo hazardous a mode, 
as by interring bodies before any ſymptoms 


of putrefaction appeared, it did not unfre< 


3 happen, that thoſe who might have 
recovered their vital powers were prevented 


from ug fo. When my mother heard on. 


* 2 | What 
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what ſubje& the Doctor was writing, ſhe re- 
lated to him the ſtory of Mrs. Godfrey, which 
I recited in my firſt letter. As ſoon as ſhe 
had concluded it, to ſhew the Doctor how 
conſonant her opinion on this point was to his 
own, ſhe promiſed him, that if ſhe was in the 
fame kingdom with him when the king of ter- 
- yors made his approach, ſhe would carefully 
attend to the ſtate of his corpſe, and take 
care that it ſhould not be entombed whilſt 
there was the leaſt probability of 1 its reſtoration 
SITE. 

I Tinfertall the cer of the fore- 
going converſation in fo particular a manner, 
às an admonition to others, never to make a 
promiſe they do not intend to perform. 
Punctuality in the performance of a promiſe 
is as obligatory to an honeſt mind as the pa 
ment of a debt. Yet how many do we fo 
profuſe in the former, lightly making promiſes 
which they never pay the leaſt attention to 
afterwards, who.would cenſure | in the ſevereſt 
manner the non-payment of a pecuniary ob- 
ligation ! Though I have been too often ob- 


liged, through inability, to defer the accom- 


pliſnment of many engagements, the involun- 


' tary. neglect has lain more heavily on my 
mind, than any neceſſities I may have ex- 
: en. from the ſame cauſe. 


We continued at Dr. Walker's houſe, fil | 
we could find one which ſuited us; and 


$3 this. we ſoon. after did, contiguous to the 
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theatre. Mrs. Walker would gladly have 
detained us, but my mother objected to it 
on many accounts; particularly becauſe their 
houſe is always crowded with company. 

As ſoon as I was recovered from the fatigue 
of my journey, I went to pay my reſpects to 
Mrs. O'Hara, Lord Tyrawley's ſiſter, who 
had not ſeen me ſince I was an infant. To 

my great grief J found her blind. She was 
much pleaſed with my viſit, but ſhe did not 
greatly approve of the profeſſion J had choſen. 
However, as I went by the name of my mo- 
ther's huſband, to which alone I had a right, | 
being born after their marriage, my engage- 
ment in the theatrical line could not bring 
public diſgrace on her family. She, notwith- 

_ ſtanding, propoſed herſelf to introduce me to 
all her acquaintance as her niece; which ſne 
accordingly did, as the acknowledged daugh- 


ter of Lord Tyrawley. | 3 
| I received extreme pain from a piece of 
information Mrs. O'Hara gave me; which 


was relative to the death 1 my good friend, 
the protectreſs of my early years, Mrs. Pye, 
for whom ſhe' was then in ſecond mourning. 
I never regretted any thing ſo much as bei 
_ abſent from. this lady during her ilInefs. 1 
fondly thought, that the unremitted care and 
affectionate attention of one ſhe loved as her 
= = own. child, and who looked upon her as a 
4 parent, would have prolonged her deſirable 
1 bie, A life truly valuable to her huſband, and 
1 "TI al 
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2 phyſician, you concealed the ſymptoms 
or nature of your diſorder from him. Where 
- diſcloſure of ſecrets becomes needful, 
an open implicit confidence is required; a 
otherwiſe the chance of ſucceſs is greedy 
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all thoſe who had the happineſs to be of her 


acquaintance. _ 
Mrs. O'Hara kindly enquired: into the 


fate of my finances, which gave me an op- 


rtunity of making her acquainted.with the 
Purcheſs of Queenſberry's liberality to me, 
and likewiſe with the mortification I. had 
received from her grace at the ſame time; 


with which ſhe ſeemed much entertained, 


I even informed her of the event which had 


been the cauſe of ſo much unhappineſs to 


me. It is an eſtabliſhed. maxim with me, 
never to reſt ſatisfied with gaining the good 


opinion of any perſon by halves. In endea- 


youring to acquire a friend, it 1s neceſſary 
to let them into the whole of your ſituation.; 
otherwiſe you conduct yourſelf wi h the 
ſame abſurdity as if, while you conſulted 


againſt you. 5 
In the afternoon the honourable Mrs. But- 


ler and her daughter were announced. Mrs. 


O' Hara introduced me as her niece, and added 
an eulogium which Þ by no means merited; 
and as this lady was a leading woman in the 
faſhionable world, had great intereſt, and her 
houſe was frequented by moſt of the nobility, 
Mrs. O'Hara folicited her * for e 
3 8. 
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Mrs. Butler was elegant in her figure, and had 
been very pretty, of which there were till _ 
ſome remains; but the decay of her beauty 
appeared to be more the reſult of indiſpo- 
ſition than age. Her daughter was handſome, 
ſpirited, ſenſible, and good humoured. She 
was nearly of the ſame age with myſelf, and 
ſeemed, even at this firſt interview, to have 
contracted a partiality for me, which I reci- 
procally wiſhed to cultivate. Before the ladies 
took their leave, they engaged my aunt and 
me to come the next day to Stephen s-Green | 

to dine and ſpend the evening. I promiſ 
them with the greateſt readineſs to do myſelf 
the honour, and my dear aunt agreed to ac- 
company me. As Mrs. O'Hara was an in- 
valid, and as ſhe knew ſhe muſt treſpaſs the 
nent evening on her uſyal regularity, Mrs, 
Butler keeping late hours, 1 left her early o 

her repoſe. 

Mhen I returned home, I found. our fel 
lew-axavetier, Mr. Crump, tete-a-tete with 
my mother. She informed me that Mils St, 
Leger, one of the three ladies I had become 
acquainted with ſome years before at Mrs, 
Jones's, had called and A to ſee mg 
the next morning, at Lady. Doneraile's, in 
Dawſon- Street. Thus from having no female 
acquaintance in London, except my own fas 
mily, I was now en train to be introduced into 
| ew Seſt — in . As I ao 
A ela 
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elated at the reception I had met with from 
Mrs. O'Hara. F told my mother, laughing, 
that ſhe muſt diveſt berſelf of her formality, 
which perhaps might induce Mr. Crump, as 
they ſeemed to Have ſo good an opinion of 
each other, to beſtow all his leiſure hours upon 
her; for there appeared to be very little 
probability of her having much of my 
company; the time required by the duties of 
my profeſſion, and the engagements I was 
likely to be honoured with, promiſing to en- 
gage the whole of it. At parting he pro- 
mifed to comply with the propofal 1 had 
made. But my mother was much diſpleaſed 
with me for having taken ſuch an unal- 
lowable freedom with her. I have before 
obferved that ſhe retained alt the formality 
of Quakeriſm, notwithſtanding "ſhe had 
renounced the ks orn tenets. oe that _ 
_—— 
The next morning went to breakfaſt 
Sith Miſs St. Leger, by: whom I was re- 
_ ceived with all that politeneſs ſhe ſo emi- 
- nently poſſeſfed, actuated by the cordial 
warmth uſually felt by the ſuſceptible,” on 
embracing a loved intimate after a long ab- 
ſence. She inquired in the kindeſt manner 
after Miſs Conway; and was much affected 
at hearing that her friend was in a declining 
Rate of health, occaſioned by her conſtant 
"KtEndanee - on au Princeſs of W ales to 
9 N hom | 
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whom ſhe was a Maid of Honour, which 
prevented her from taking the neceſſary ſteps 
for her recovery. She preſſed me to ſtay 


2 dinner, but when I informed her that I was 


pre- engaged, and told her by whom, ſhe po- 
litely ſaid ſhe was then happy, even in being 
deprived of my company; as the acquaint- 
ance of Mrs. Butler was the moſt deſirable of 
any in Dublin, and would prove moſt agree- 
able and beneficial to me. She at the fame 
time much regretted that ſhe was deprived of 
the pleaſure of frequenting that lady's houſe; 
_- Which was occaſioned by ſome umbrage her 
- aunt, Lady Doneraile, with whom ſhe reided, 
gd given her. 
My reception at the Green, when I went 
10 dinner, was of the moſt flattering kind. 
It exceeded even my warmeſt hopes; and 
Mrs. Butler avowed herſelf my patroneſs, 
notwithſtanding ſhe had not yet had an op- 
portunity of acquiring a knowledge, whe- 
ther I really deſerved that honour. When 
I took leave, ſhe obligingly requeſted; that I 
would paſs every hour, not appropriated to 
the buſineſs of the theatre, at her houſe; - 
which you may be aſſured I did not fail rea- 
ig to promiſe. | 
= F fix, which you muſt already down * 
1 | eve, on the moſt remarkable periods of my 
- life for the introduction of my letters, in imi- 
tation of the diviſion of their chapters by | 
FP þAigaologers ; and as I am now about to enter 
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on the beginning of my theatrical exiſtence on 
dhe Dublin ſtage, I ſhall here — 8 4 


LETTER XIX. 

| March 12, 1 
＋* H E theatre opened with eclat—But 

hold, I muſt firſt give way to an im- 

pulſe 1 cannot reſiſt, and write an exordium 

to this letter, in which ſeveral great men in 

their profeſſional line are to make their appear- 

ance. Though apparently digreſſive from my 
hiſtory, yet it may perhaps tend to further 
the purpoſe of it, which is to mingle inſtruc- 

tion with amuſement.—It is by induſtry and 
application alone a perſon can arrive at emi- 


nence in any profeſſion. Though natural 


. 4 beautiful * of the inimitable Spenſer con- 


genius is the moſt eſſential ee, towards the 
attainment of every art or ſcience, yet due 
unaſſiſted by cultivation can never reach 
fection. Intenſe ſtudy and cloſe on 
are abſolutely needful (fave in a few inſtances) 
to form the truly great; and if the private life 
ol all the great men who have rendered thems 
ſelves famous in any- branch- of know 
were to paſs in review before us, we. mould 
find that iheſe have not been wang towards 
the acquiſition of their fame. The following 


vey 
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vey this document with irreſiſtible force, and 
ſhould be always imprinted on the mind of 
every ſon and daughter of genius. 1 


% Abroad in arms, at home in ſtudious Kind, "WY 
4 Who e with painful ro, ane 
= ha 
4 In woods, in . in wars, ſhe's wont to dwell, _ 
"79 And will be found with peril and with pain, 1 
W Nor can the man that moulds in idle cell, : 
Sn Vato her happy manfion e er attain. EIT, x: LH = 
. * Before her gate High God did ſueat . iS 
2 2 And wakeful watches ever to abide : e 
1 « But eaſy is the way, and paſſage plain, | it ws N 
1 Flraſure is palace; it may ſoon be ſpy'd, 5 
"6 « And day and night her doors to all fland open 
Aal only add (not that 1 mean l 
— 55 abel 4%. = | 
;eep up an acquaintance in the genteel cir- 
— juſt mentioned, was not acquired without . 


2 cloſe application. 
But to proceed The theatre opened with 


ale. ** what was * fortunate for me, 
„ the 


4 * 
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the Farl of Cheſterfield was ar that time 
Vieeroy. Mr. Barry had made fome figure 
on this ſtage the preceding winter, in the 
character of Othello; and upon my being 
engaged, the manager wrote to — to ftudy 
that of Caſtalio, as he Propoſed that I ſhould 
early appear in the Orphan. To add to our 
ſucceſs, Mr. Garrick joined the company this 
ſeafon. Having ſome diſpute with the pro- 
prietor of Drury-Lane- Theatre, and Mr. 
Rich declining to give him the terms he re- 
quired, he came to Dublin. Three ſuch capi- 
tal performers as Garrick, Sheridan, and 
Barry, in one company, was a circumſtance 
that had ſcarcely ever happened. g 5 
The two firſt, Mr. Garrick and Mr. She- 
ridan, agreed to play Shakeſpear's characters 
alternately, and to unite their ſtrength in 
every performance. In the © Orphan,” 
Garrick performed. ent Barry, Caſta- 
lio; and Sheridan Polydore. In the Fair 
Penitent,” Sheridan played Horatio; Gar- 
rick, Lothario ; and Barry, Altamont. The 
latter character was played ſo capitally by 
Mr. Barry, that this part feemed as con- 
ſequential as either of the others. I was 
obliged to appear almoſt every — ;/ and 
ſometimes in characters very unfit for me: 
The great applauſe that I received, however; 
ſpurred me on, and excited in me the ſtrong- 
ett endeavours to deſerve it. And that 1 
| pilght at once pay a * attention to the 
duties 
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duties of my profeſſion, and have time to 
enjoy the ſociety of my new friends, I ſcarce- 
ly allowed myſelf even that portion of reſt 
which nature requires. A good conſtitution, 
however, and inexhauſtible bee enabled 
me to go through the ſeaſon. 
After ſome time, the tragedy of << King 
John” was propoſed, wherein Roſcius and 
the manager were to appear together, and 
play alternately the King and the Baſtard. 
Upon this occaſion Mr. Sheridan inſiſted on 
my playing. Conſtance ; whilſt Mr. . Garrick 
objected to it, as there would then be no per- 
ſon to play Prince Arthur, but the late Mrs, 
Kennedy, at that time Miſs Orpheur, who 
was nearly of the ſame age as myſelf, and 
from being hard-favoured, looked mum 
older. 8 = 
Upon Mr. Garrick's abſolute rejection of 8 
my appearance in the character, on which I 
had ſet my heart, and for the performance 
of which L had ſtipulated in my articles, I 
flew to my patroneſs Mrs. Butler, to com- 
plain of the breach of them. Notwithſtand- 
ing her partiality for Mr. Garrick, ſo highly 
did 1 ſtand in her favour, that ſhe imme- 
diately ſent round to all her friends, to re- 
queſt they would not go to the play the 
evening it was performed. Beſides the con- 
ſequence of family and fortune, this lady 
poſſeſſed very great power in the genteel 
world. To this may be added, that as ſhe. 
— | frequently 
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a e ly gave balls, all the young ladies 
that were uſually invited, were always ready 
to oblige her in any requeſt of this nature, 
to inſure themſelves a place at thoſe enter- 
_ . tainments. And every one of theſe readily 
obeyed, and. ſpread abroad her injunctions. 
The houſe on the night © King John” was 
performed for the firſt time was, of courſe, 
very thin. The receipts did not amount to 
pounds. 

This was the firſt theatrical humiliation the 
— — Roſcius ever met with ; and he ſe- 
verely repented preferring Mrs. Furnival, 
who played the character of Conſtance, to 
my little ſelf. But what oompleated my tri- 
umph was, that when the ſame play was again 
performed, and Mr. Sheridan played the 
King ; Garrick, the Baſtard ; and myſelf Con- 
Rance ; more people were turned away than 
could get places; and the diſpute relative to 
the characters which had lately happened, 
made the audience receive me with the warm 
eſt marks of approbation 

But notwithſtanding - this ſucceſs, 1 was 
err to return the mortification Mr. 
Garrick had been the cauſe of to me, the 
very firſt opportunity that preſented itſelf 

and it was not long before one offered. This 
LITTLE great man was to have two benefits 
during the ſeaſon; and that they might not 
come too near each other, it was agreed that 


he * have ane af them early in it. n 
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had fixed on © Jane Shore, for his firſt be- 
nefit. And on application being made to me 
to perform that character, I abſolutely re- 
fuſed it, alledging the objection he had made 
to my playing. Conſtance, namely my youth. 
Finding that entreaties were ineffectual, he 
prevailed on Mrs. Butler to make uſe of her 
intereſt with me; ſenſible that I could not 
refuſe the ſolicitations of a lady to whom 1 
was bound not only by the ties of gratitude, 
but thoſe of policy. And whilſt b he made 
this application, that he might leave no me- 
thod of obtaining my conſent untried, he 
wrote me a note at the ſame time, which: OCs 
caſtoned the following laughable incident, 
and furniſhed conve ation for the whole 
city of Dublin. | | 
In his note he infored me, chat if 1 | 
«- would oblige him, he would write me a 
« goody goody epilogue ; which, with the help 
« of my eyes, ſhould do more miſchief than 
“ ever the fleſh or the devil had done ſince 
« the world began.” This ridiculous epiſtle + 
he directed . To my ſoul's idol, the beauti - 
% fied Ophelia; and delivered it to his ſer- 


vant, with orders to bring it to me. Butthe 


fellow having ſome more agreeable amuſement 
to purſue than going on his maſter's errands, 
he gave it to a porter in the ſtreet, without 


having attended to the curious direction that 


was on it. The porter, upon reading the 
3 Ption „ and not knowing W 
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| the whole city of Dublin, any lady of qua- 
lity, who bore the title either of < My 
c Soul's Idol,” or“ The beautified Ophelia,” 
naturally concluded that 1t was intended to 
anſwer ſome jocular purpoſe. He accord: 
ingly carried it to his maſter, who happened 
to be a newſman; and by his means it got 
the next day into the public prints. The 
inditer of this high-flown epiſtle, it muſt be 
ſuppoſed, was not a little mortified at its 
ublication. Nor was my mother, who was 
always awake for my reputation, without 
her alarms, leſt it ſhould injure my charac- 
. ter; but that, thank Heaven, was too well 
eſtabliſhed, to be endangered by ſoridiculous 
an accident. 1 
« No man is wiſe at all hours,” 8 
proverb. And never was this adage more 
completely verified than in the foregoing 
.- .anecdote. That ſuch i goody goody ſtuff, 


1 as his epiſtle contained, ſhould ever fall from 


the immortal pen of the immortal Roſcius, 
even in the moſt careleſs and relaxed mo- 
ment, was ſtrange, was paſſing ſtrange.” 
Fortune, ſeems to have taken advantage of 
the writer's momentary imbecility, and at 
once to correct him for it, and to caution 
him againſt the indulgence of ſuch trivial 
8 affected humour —ſuch an apology for wit 
in future, contrived matters 0 that it en | 
* e Sen >, ' | areas. 
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Wich ſuch a company, it muſt reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed, that the ſeaſon turned out very 
lucrative to Mr. Garrick and to Mr. She- 
Tidan. + What the emoluments of Roſcius 
were, I do not recollect, but it was reported 
that they were almoſt incredible. 
After a reconciliation between Mr. Garri . 
; nd myſelf had been effected, he viſited much 
-oftener at Colonel Butler's than uſual. The 
Colonel had a ſeat on the ſea-coaft.. not m 
miles from Dublin; and my mother thinking 
that bathing 1 in the ſea would be of great be- 
_nefit to my health, ſne took a furniſhed houſe 
at the ſheds of Clontarf, for that purpoſe; 
She fixed on this ſpot, that I might at the 
fame time be near my much loved compa- 
nion, Miſs Butler; between whom and myſelf, 
as inſeparable a connection had taken place, 
as if it had been cemented by the ties of 
| blood, To ſuch an extravagant height was 
our regard for each other carried, that not- 
withſtanding we uſually. met at dinner, and 
ſpent the remainder of the day together, I 
had generally an epiſtle or two before that 
bhuour arrived. —Sweet is the union which 
exiſts between two young perſons of the fame 
ſex, and of delicate and ſuſceptible minds, at 
dur time of life. Unembittered by the turbulent 
deſires and anxious cares of love, all is joy, de- 
light, and pleaſing expectation. The way is 
fſtrewed with flowers, and not a thiſtle rears 
its head to wound the lightly-tripping foot. 
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At the concluſion of the ſeaſon, Mr. Gar- 
rick prepared to return to England, with the 
rich. harveſt that had . crowned his toils, 
Mrs. Butler, who had a taſte for wit, was 
as fond of his company as her amiable 
daughter was. of mine. Indeed it was not 
without reaſon ſhe was fo; for I know very 
| few whoſe company was to be courted in 
preference to Mr. Garrick's, when he en- 
deavoured to pleaſe. The following whim- 
ſtcal manceuvre of Mrs. Butler's will ſhew 
that her fancy was ſometimes as ſportive, 

and her ſatire as keen, as that of her witty 


— hone ba Mr. Garrick” 8 : 
fon England, as Mrs. Butler, her i Sr 
myſelf, and ſome other company, were 
walking on the terrace, we had the fatisfac- 
tion — the” much admired hero come 
2 the houſe. He ſoon joined 

and to the great regret of us all, 
| particularly Mrs. Butler, announced his 

— of — us —_ next _ 

we: in converſation, the 
— — — ly ; but 
ſoon returned, bearing in her hand a. ſealed 
packet, which ſhe delivered to "Rakion, 
thus addreſſing him at the ſame time. I 
ce here preſent you, Mr. Garrick, with 
« ſomething more valuable than life. In it 
« you will read my ſentiments ; but I ſtrictly 
2 you not to open it till you bave 
| 40 paſſed 


** 
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* the Hill of Howth. We all looked 
ſurpriſed at this extraordinary preſentation, 
eſpecially Colonel Butler's chaplain, who was 
one of the party. As the lady inclined 
ſomewhat to prudery, and had always ap- 
peared to be governed by the . moſt rigid 
rules of virtue, we could none of us gueſs 
the purport of the preſent, though her con- 
duct ſeemed to admit of a doubtful interpre- 
tation. But Garrick, who was as conſcious 
of p poſſeſſing nature's liberal gifts. as any man 


breathing, took the packet —_ a ſignifieant 78 


graceful air; concluding, without heſitation, 
that it contained, not only a valuable preſent 
(the giver having the power, as well as the 
difpoſi.ion, to be generous) but a declaration 
of ſuch tender ſentiments, as her virtue would 
not permit her to make known to him 1 
he remained in the kingdom. 

After dinner Mr. Garrick, . * e 
aiid he was —— — Mrs. 
Butler informed the company, that the con- 


tents of the valuable packet with which ſhe 


had preſented her viſitor, were nothing more 
than Weſley's: Hymns, and Dean Swift's 
« Diſcourſe on the Trinity; adding, that he 
would have leiſure during his 'VOYage, to 
Rudy the one, and to digeſt the other. You 
may be aſſured that we all enjoyed the jake. 
As for my own part, I could ſcarcely keep 
my riſible faculties in any order, when my 
ro n to me Garrick's diſap- 
A pointment 
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pointment at finding the contents of the 
packet ſo very different from what he had 
concluded them to be. I muſt inform you, 
that at our next meeting, Mr. Garrick ac- 
quainted me, that upon opening the packet and 
ſeeing what it contained, he was ſo much cha- 
grined that inftead of benefiting by the 
Chriſtian precepts.to be found therein, he, in 
the moſt .Heatheniſh manner, offered them 
up a ſacrifice to Neptune. In plain Engliſn, 
he threw both Mr. Weſley and the Dean 
cheek - by jole, into the ſea. A more hetero- d 
— — union certainly never took place. 
Permit me juſt to add, that the happy man- 
ner in which I ſpent my time in this terreſtrial 
paradiſe, and with ſuch agreeable company, ſo 
much increaſed the pace of the old gentleman 
with the ſcythe and looking-glaſs, that he 
_ tripped along through. days, weeks, and 
r 5 nimble ply any; nd 2 . 
mer P c een ? . . 


| 2 1 12 xx. 


8 ; | March 18, — 
0 1 my readineſs to , obey your com- 
| mands, Madam, (for the requeſt of a 
friend is as obligatory as a command) I 
employ almoſt every hour on the continuation 
4 . narrative; Ang ſhall eſteem myſelf ſuf- 
| — | 


f 
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ficiently repaid, if I can prevent it from proving 
tireſome. You mult remember that it is the 
hiſtory of a weak woman, recited by the ſame 
weak woman. Be therefore, to her faults, 
whether relative to her conduct, or her lite- 
rary ones, @' {ittle blind. But a truce with apo- 
logies. Such as it is, I give it unto you. 
The next winter, when our theatrical 
campaign commenced, we were very appre- 
henſive that we ſhould feel the deſertion of ſo 
able a general as Garrick. But through the 
exertions of the manager, who was deſervedly 
a great favourite with the gentlemen of the 
college, at which he was bred, as the provoſt 
and profeſſors had been his ell our 
forceſs was not leſs than when we were aided 
by his powerful aſſiſtance He who, in himſelf 
oo was a tower of invincible ſtren | 
A droll circumſtance happened about this 
- Hine, which I muſt not omit. Going one 
evening to Fiſhamble-ſtreet concert, 1 
pened to be ſeated next to Lord Chief Baron 
Bowes. A gentleman, who was lately come 
to Dublin, entering into converſation with his 
Lordſhip, remarked to him (at the ſame time 
fixing his eyes upon me) that his daughter was 
vaſtly like him. We were at this period re- 
viving at the theatre, „The Merchant of 
te Venice ;” upon which it inſtantly occurred 
to me, to make particular obſervations on the 
manner of the perſon I was thus: ſuppoſed to 
reſemble, in order ro adopt it in the part of 


4 Portia, which I was to play. 


S accordingly 
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I accordingly did ſo ; and ſucceeded ſo EY 
Pily, that when 1 made my appearance as the 
counſellor, the audience, ſtruck with the ſimili- 
tude, univerſally exclaimed . Here comes the 
young Lord Chief Baron. ” And I retained 
that title during my reſidence in the kingdom. 

The Lord Chief Baron himſelf was fo much 
pleaſed with the imitation, that he paid me 
many compliments upon the occaſion. He 
 Humorouſly remarked that I had even got 
his cough in the middle of a long word. This 
indeed was true, but it proceeded entirely 
from accident; as I never had the pleaſure of 
hearing his Lordſhip ſpeak in any of the courts. 


"8 however, luckily hit off this peculiarity in 


repeating the word predicament. Was it not 
that Tam-apprehenfive of incurring the impu- 
tation of vanity, I would give you the conclu- 
ſion of his Lordſhip's complimentary addreſs 
tome. I will therefore omit it; but gueſs 
ſomething very flattering, and even then, I 
aſſure you, that you will fall far ſhort vo the 
purport of it. 

Early in the en, a N of 40 as 
ec for Love, or the World well Loft,” 
revived ; in which Barry and Sheridan ſtood 
unrivalled in the characters of Antony and 
Ventidius. The getting it up produced the 


. 5 following extraordinary incidents. The ma- 


nager, in an excurſion he had made during the 
ſummer to London, had purchaſed a ſuperb - 


ſuit of clothes that had belonged to the 8 4 | 
- . mem 
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ceſs of Wales, and had been only worn by 
her on the birth-day. This was made into a 
drefs for me to play the Character of Cleopa- 
tra; and as the ground of it was ſilver tiffue, my 
mother thought that by turning the body of it 
in, it would be a no unbecoming addition to 
my walte, which was remarkably ſmall. My 
maid- ſervant was accordingly ſentto the theatre 
to aſſiſt the dreſſer and mantua- maker in pre- 
paring it; and alſo in ſewing on a number of 
| diamonds, my patroneſs not only having fur- 
niſhed me with her own, but borrowed ſeveral 
others of her acquaintance for me. When 
the women had finiſhed the work, they all 
went out of the room, and left the door "_ it 
indiſcreetly open. 
_ _ Mrs. Furnival (who owed me a rue on | 
account of my eclipſing her, as the more fa- 
vourable reception I met with from the 
public, gave her room to conclude I did; 
and likewiſe for the ſtir which had been 
made laſt ſeaſon about the character of Con- 
ſtance) accidently paſſed by the door of 
my dreſſing room in the way to her on, as 
it ſtood open. Seeing my rich dreſs thus 
lying expoſed, and obſerving no perſon by 


to prevent her, ſhe ſtepped in and carried 


off the Queen of Egypt's | paraphernalia, to 
adorn herſelf in the character of Octavia, the 
Roman matron, which ſhe was to perform. 
By remarking from time to time my dreſs, 
| 3 Was very 3 from the — | 


%%% . THE,LLFE OF. 


which 
And without conſidering the impropriety of 


20 


of heroines, Mrs. Furnival had juſt acquired 
taſte enough to deſpiſe the black velvet in 
cake ladies were uſually. habited. 


enrobing a Roman matron in the habili- 
ments of the Egyptian Queen ; or perhaps 


not knowing that there was any impropriety 


in it, ſhe determined for once in her life- 
time, to be as fine as myſelf, and that at my 


expence. She accordingly ſet to work to let 


out the cloaths, which through my motker $ 


; economical kj: 8 had been taken in. 


When my ſervant returned to the — 


and found the valuable dreſs, that had been 
committed to her charge, miſſing, her 


Tright and agitation were beyond expreſſion. 


She ran like a mad creature about the thea- 


tre, enquiring of every one whether they 


had ſeen any thing of it. At length ſhe was 
informed that Mrs. Furnival had got poſſeſ- 


ſion of it. When running to that lady's 
dreſſing- room, ſhe was nearly petrified: at 
-beholding the work, which had coſt her ſo 
much pains, undone. My damſel's veins, 
unfortunately for Mrs. Furniyal, were rich 
with the blood of the O'Bryens. And 
though ſhe had not been bleſt with ſo po- 
| liſhed an education as ſuch a name was en- 
titled to, ſhe. inherited at leaſt the /pirit of 


= -the Kings of Ulſter. Thus qualified for car- 
. "Tying on an attack even of a more import- 


ant nature, the : at firſt demanded the dreſs 


with 2 


fathers boiled wichia her veins, and without 


80. . E L L I MY. _ 
with eoletale Fin but meeting with a pe- 
remptory refuſal, the blood af her great fore- 


any more ado, ſhe fell tooth and nail upon 
poor Mrs. Furnival. So violent was the aſſault, 


that had not aſſiſtance arrived in time to reſcue 


her from the fangs of the enraged Hibernian 
nymph, my theatrical rival would probably 


have never had an opportunity of appearing 


once in her life adorned with raal jewels. $2] 

When I came to the theatre, I found my 
reed diſſolved in tears at the fad: diſaſter 5 
for notwithſtanding her heroic 'exertions, ſhe 


had not been able to bring off the cauſe of 


the conteſt. But fo far was I from partaking 
of her grief, that I could not help being 
highly diverted at the abſurdity I the in- 


cident. Nothing concerning a theatre could - 
at that time affect my temper. And Tac- 
knowledge I enjoyed a ſecret. pleafure in the 
Expectation of what the reſulr would be. I 
ſent indeed for the jewels; but the lady, 
rendered courageous by Nantz, and the pre- 
ſence of her paramour, Morgan, Who Was 
not yet dead, condeſcended to ſend ine word, 


that L-ſhould: have them after the play. 


- 8 
1 ” 
x 4. 


In ͤ this ſituation 1 had no other reſonrce 


thay to reverſe the dreſſes and appear as jam 
in the character of the 


Egypt, as Antony's good wife; although 4 > 


_ titer of Cæſar, ought: to have been. In the 


room. of precious ſtones, e ue bead © 


Vor. „%% how. 
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mould have been decorated, J ſubſtituted 
pearls; and of all my finery I retained only my 
Aerts, that indiſpenſable mark of royalty. - 
Every tranſaction that takes place in the 
dieatre, and every circumſtance relative to 
it, are as well known in Dublin as they 
would be in a country town. The report of 
the richneſs and elegance of my dreſs had 
been univerſally che ſubject of converſation, 
for ſome time before the night of perform- 
ance; when, to the ſurpriſe of the audience, 
I appeared in white fattin. My kind pa- 
troneſs, who ſat in the ſtage-box, ſeemed not 
to be able to account for ſuch an unexpected 
circumftance. And not ſeeing me adorned 
With the jewels ſhe had lent me, ſhe naturally 
ſuppoſed” I had reſerved my regalia till Nu 
(eene ! in which I was to meet my Antony. 
When I had firſt entered the green- room, the 
manager, who expected to ſee me ſplendidly 
greſſed, as it was natural to ſuppoſe the en- 
chanting Cleopatra would have been upon 
ſuch an occaſion, expreſſed with ſome 
warmth” his ſurpriſe at a diſappointment, 
which he could only impute to caprice. 
Without being in the leaft diſcompoſed by 
his warmth, I coolly told him, © that T had 
et taken the advice Ventidius had ſent me by 
«© Alexis, and had parted with both my | 
clothes and jewels to Antony's . wife, | 
Mr. Sheridan could not conceive my mean- 


— 


8 - alteration, 


Th ng; mann how too late to make any 


—— 
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en he ſaid no more upon the ſubject. 
He was not however long at a loſs for an 
explanation ; for going to introduce Octavia 
to the Emperor, he diſcovered the jay in all 


her borrowed plumes. An apparition could 
not have more aſtoniſhed him. He was ſo 


confounded, that it was ſome time before he 
could go on with his part. At the ſame. in- 
ſtant Mrs. Butler exclaimed aloud, *© Good 


1 Heaven, the woman has got on my dia- 


e monds! The gentlemen in the pit con- 


cluded that Mrs. als had been robbed of 
| 25 by Mrs. Furnival; and the general con- 


ernation, occaſioned by ſo extraordinary a 
ſcene, is not to be deſcribed. | But the houſe 
obſerving Mr. Sheridan to ſmile, they ſuppoſed 


there was, ſome myſtery 1 in the affair, which 
induced them to wait with patience till the 


concluſion of the act. As ſoon as it was 


finiſhed, they beſtowed their, applauſe upon 
Antony and his faithful veteran; but as if 


they had all been animated by the ſame 


mind, they cried out, No more Furnival ? 


«©. No more Furnival!” The fine dreſſed 


lady, diſappointed of the acclamations ſhe 
expected to receive on account of the gran» 
deur, of her habiliments, and thus hooted for 
che impropriety of her conduct, very pru- 
dently called fits to ber aid, which incapa- 


 citated- her from appearing again. And the 


audience had; the 
n Bl, Match 


ng ng bs (a Nuke! age 4 
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nature to wait pa-: 


A 
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— 9 whom cvrigiy hadled 
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to the cheatre, had dreſſed to finiſh thes part, 
Had the character of Octavia been originally 


caſt according to merit, Mrs. Elmy would 


certainly have had the Tce ane { as the 
ſoftneſs of her manner, and the propriety with 


| Which ſhe ſpoke, juſtly entitled her to it. 


2 he impro 75 of. Mrs. Furnival's eon. 


ws aA £27 


not «ent: with: DIO. fad Ted n mar 
inſtead | of promoting it. If I recollect 


aright, T have made a remark ſomewhat 
ſimilar to this in a former letter, but it can- 
not be too often repeated, *Honeſty will be 
_ & always found to be the beſt policy,” — 
_ «© More proverbs, and preaching again?“ 


methinks I hear you ſay; Pray go on 


e with your narrative!“ —I will, my dear 
0 Madam, when J have reminded you that it 


is by | your permiſſion T now” and chen 


preach, as you are pleaſed to term it. 
With theſe interruptions the piece could not 


_ appear to ſo much advantage, on its firſt repre- 


ſentation, as there was reaſon to hope 1t would: 


But the next night, either inſpired with the 
brilliancy of my ornaments, or animated by 
the fight of his Excellency Lord Cheſterfield, 


who together with his Lady, graced the theatre, 
it was the general opinion that I never played 


Voith ſo much ſpirit, or did greater juſtice to a 
part, "Ds REI 1 received was univerſal. 
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A "Re who ſtood near the ſtage- 
door, took a very unallowable method of 
ſhewing his approbation. Being a little fluſn- 
4 with liquor, or otherwife I am perſuaded 


e could not have been capable of the rude- 


neſs, he put his lips to the back of my neck 
as I paſſed him. -Juſtly enraged at ſo great 
an inſult, and not conſidering that the Lord 


Lieutenant was preſent, or that it was com- 


mitted before ſuch a number of ſpectators, 
I inſtantly turned about, and gave the gen- 
e a ſlap in the face. Violent and un- 
coming as this ſudden token of reſentment 
ared, it received the - approbation of 
Lord Cheſterfield, who roſe from his ſear and 
applauded me. for ſome time with his hands; 
e whole audience, as you may fuppoſe, 


following his example. At the concluſion | 


of the act, Major Macartney came, by order 
of his Excellency, to Mr. St, Leger (that was 
the, gentleman's. name) requeſting that he 
would make a public apology for. this for- 
ctfulneſs of decorum; which he accordingly 
lid. 1 have reaſon to believe that this in- 


cident contributed, in a great meaſure, to a 


reform, that Mr. Sheridan, with: great pro- 
iety, ſoon after made. Agrecable to. this 
8 no „ in „ were * 
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(though naturally vai 


Intenſe application, as I have already told 


LETTER. xxI. 5 


£ . ? 


| / Maret as FA 


2 ROC EED, and indulge yourſelf in 


vi any manner you pleaſe, whenever 


| " Sig rompts you to wander from the 
* road of your hiſtory ; for T read with in- 


cc. 


_* expreſſible- pleaſure every part of your 


letters — Do you really write thus, my 


dear Madam? And does my humble attempt 


to afford you entertainment anſwer the in- 


tended purpoſe ? It does, it does. Tou tell 


meſo; and I know you are too ſincere to 
fatter me Thus encouraged; I will procted, 
Nor ſhall one reluctant figh at the length of the 
way which ſtill lies before me, or a further fear 
of proving tireſome to you, eſcape me. 
Norwit Sing the applauſe beftowed upon 


arp theatrical talents by the people of Dublin, 
was an indubitable proof of my pofſeſing no 


mean de of merit, t I was apprehenſive 

25 © nie this lee rather 
exaggerated by their partiality, and the ſuppon 
I received on account of my family from the 
higher ranks, ' I endeavoured therefore, by 


to render them more Juſtly deſeryinig « of the ; 


Public approbation. 1 x, 


Mr. Garrick havin about this a 


chaſed a half-ſhare of the patent of Drury- 


Lane theatre, and my ſucceſs in Dublin having 
| — his . ay wiſtied to engage me — 


* 


0 eee 139 


dme n ſeaſon. And Mir. Delany, an actor 
then of the firſt rate, being obliged to viſit 


Ireland to take poſſeſſion of an eſtate leſt him 


by his mother, Mr. Garrick deputed him to 
make me an offer of ten pounds a week. This 
offer however I refuſed; and I acknowledge 
my indiſcretion in ſo doing. -I muſt here juſt 
obſerve, that the applauſe I met with in co- 
medy was equal, if not ſuperior, to that which 
was beſtowed upon me when I played in tra- 


gedy. And by playing the character of Biddy 


in < Miſs in her Teens,” I convinced the 


town, that I was no leſs qualified to perform 


in loc than in genteel comedy. 


J was about this time = IR that Mr. | 


Quin had been ſo diſpleaſed with me for my 


apparent ingratitude, that he had conſented to 


be reconciled to Mrs. Cibber: and now be- 
ſtowed that generous attention on her that 1 


ſhould otherwiſe have ſhared in. He had 


been greatly offended with that lady alſo, on 
account of her deſertion from Covent- Garden 
theatre to Drury-Lane. She lay, under as 
many obligations to him for real favours as 


did for intentional ones; for ſhe had not 

only been neceſſitated to accept of thoſe of a2 
Xecuniary nature, but had been obliged to 
im for her re-eſtabhſhment on the Engliſn 

nes; from which ſhe had been precluded, 


for ſomeè time, by the machinations of her 
_ huſband, Her ingratitude was, notwithſtanding. 


now obliterated from Mr. Quin's mind, and: _ 


de ek her once more under his protection. 


{ 
i 
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My refuſal of Mr. Garrick's offer offended 
him ſo highly, that, it was ſaid, he formed @ 
reſolution never to engage me upon any 


terms whatever. But the reſolutions of ma- 


nagers are ſeldom confidered as binding, 
when oppoſed by their intereſt. Self- intereſt, 
with them, as with the greateſt part of man- 
Kind, vis the grand moving principle. Pique, 
reſentment, prejudice, in an inftant diſſolve 
before it. Even pride and arroganee bend 
ſubmiſſive to it. It may therefore be truly 


aid, however degrading che thought, to be 
; the- ruling paſſion of the human mind. . 


Juſt at this period an event = HOY 
which; if it had been attended with the ex- 
pected conſequences, would have broken Mrs. 


 O'Hara's heart, have greatly affected the mind 
of my patroneſs, and have ruined my n 
tion for ever. One night, as I was 


a- 
form- 
ing the part of Lady Townley in „ The 
*« Provoked Huſband, . E received a card fromy 


Mrs. Butler, wrote in a i ſery ant's hand, requeſt-* 


ing me te: come to her houſe asſoon as I ſhould 
be at liberty. As the note was delivered to 
me during the performance of the play, I had 


only leifure juſt to ſend verbally, with my 


compliments, that the fatigue of che evening 

would prevent me from din able to 4 

myſelf Meet HG 
Had I attended to the” ieee ut | 


| the card's being written by a ſervant, 1 muſt 
Ef. have en nee 8 —8 Was 
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ng; as my dear friend Miſs Butler was 
ooo happy in ſeizing every occaſion to 
write to me. It, however, paſſed unnoticed. 
Not long after, I received another note, in- 
| forming. me; that I muſt abſolutely come 

the moment I had finiſhed; and even without 
waiting to change my dreſs. Se very preſ- 
ſing an invitation, I. on excited my cu- 
rioſity, and made me impatient for the con- 
duſion of my buſineſs. Lwas to have played 
Miſs Biddy in the entertainment ; but the 
gentleman who Was to have performed Frib - 
ble being ſuddenly taken ill, the after- piece 


was obliged to be changed; which Aalen 1 oY 


me to make my curtſey much Toner: than 1 
bad reaſon to expeck. | 
My taſk being done, 1 got into my aids 5 
in the ſame.drefs in which 1 had played the 
character of Lady Townley, and haſtened 
—— to Stephen's-Green. As the dreſs 1 


wore was a modern one, there was no great 


impropriety i in my appearing in it off the ſtage. | 
Juſt ag I entered one door of the parlour in 


I were, the Colonel; and ſeveral geritlemen, 


which Mrs. Butler and her female viſitors - | 


who. had zuſt riſen from their bottle, were 85 3 
uſhered i in at che oppoſite one. The OT „ 


was numerous; and the elegance of 

dreſs attracted the attention of all the gentle- 
men; but not one of the ladies con- 
deſcended to ſpeak to me. Even the lady” 
whole gu ** We We n W | 
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me on my entrance, with a formal declination 
of her head. 
A reception ſo different om whitt c I Bad 
been acedſtomed to in chat hof pitable manſion, 
not only furpriſed, but greatly ſhocked me. 
In chis agitation of mind, I made up to Mrs. 
O'Hara, Who was preſent; and requeſted ſhe 
would inform me what was che occaſion of it. 
FThe anſwer I received from her was, that a 
ſew minutes would determine whether ſhe 
ſhould ever notice me again. The coolneſs 
of her manner, whilſt ſhe: uttered chis, as 1 
was conſcious of my innocente, and my aunt; 
mut have been well aſfüred of the ſincerity 
of my heart, piqued my pride for a moment; 
but this emotion ſoon went off, and I afforned;! | 
x leaſt in appearance, my uſyal tranquillity. 
A gentleman now made his entre, whoſe 
- gots, ſhape; dreſs, and addreſs, exceeded 
_ every thing I had ever beheld before. The 
ladies notwithſtanding; continued to lock 
as ferious and demure as à convocation of 
old maids met on purpoſe to diſſect the re. 
1 of a giddy - thoughtleſs youn gone. 
s did this beautiful ſtranger, with all hi 
attractions, ſeem to be leſs neglected thai 
myſelf. From being in ſuch" company, and 
in ſuch a ſplendid dreſs, for my head was 
adorned with the jewels of my patroneſs, 
the gentleman might naturally conclude; that 
I was a perſon of quality. And as a young 
8 of diſtinction d ö iring, 
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on a moonlight night, with a noble lord, he 
imagined, in all. probability, — the reſerve 
with which he ſaw me received by the ladies, 
that I yas the very identical girl vho had made 
that faux pas, and who had now: e 
herſelf into the firſt cirele in the kingdom. 
What other opinion could he fotm er gue 
from the preſent appearance of things? 
From this motive, or ſome other, his 5 
tention appeared o be fixed. upon. mne. in Ut 
preference to any of the other ladies: and 
be introduced himſelf to me with an air fo 
caſy and confident, that I knew immediately ß 
5 = he had travelled. He acquainted me, that 
he vas juſt returned from making the grand 
wur, and was come to take l his. 
eſtate, and ſettle for the remainder of his days. 
in Ireland. We then entered intoiconver- 
| fition.on- different ſubjects, in which I acquit 
tech myſelf with more eaſe than: L expected 1 
could have done in a ſtate, of ſuch ſuſpence.. 
My affected chearfulneſs was ſo well counter 
| feited; that it appeared to be real; and I kept 
up the ball with ſo much ſpirit, that my com- 
— ſeemed to entertain a n nien of 
me than he had done at firſt. | 
Phe teſt intended for the * of "A 7 
dubious points, which will prefently be known, 
| having. now been catried on as long as ne- 
I _ceflary,. Miſs Butler, was. ſent: to put a ſtop to 
our tet à tẽte. When mw Ganymede, whoſe _ 
No to nd W 
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I was; went to the upper end of the room to 
make the needful inquiries of the lady of the 


- houſe. Having in a whiſper aſked the queſ- 


tion, Mrs. Butler anſwered aloud, <« Surely, 
«you muſt know her. Fam certain 
© know: her; nay, that you are well ae- 
a quainted with her.” The gentleman, not 
a little diſconcerted at this want, in a lady of 
= of what is 3 termed di monde, 
| t among ot r things, replyin — 
vhiſper in an audible rer, a fured eng ſtill 


in a low tone; that he had never ſeen me be- 


fore, and no felt himſelf greatly-intereſted | 
in the enquiry. © 'Fye, ſye, Mr. Medlicote, 


returned my patroneſs, i what can you ſay '* 


% for yourſelf, when I inform you, that this 
„ is the dear girl whoſe character you ſo 


« eruelly aſperfed at dinner . 


I now plainty- perceive: „m is -actoin- : 


pliſned gentleman, vain of: his attractive 
| graces, had boaſted, like roo many others, of 


favours he had never received; not knowing 
thar' he did ſo in the prefence of my beſt 
friends, and that there was a certainty of his 


falſe aſſertions being detected. T he pencil of 


Hogarth alone could juſtiy depicture the con- 
fuſion of the gentleman at this dilevvery of 
his treachery; or of my petrifaction ax finding 
myſelf the ſubject of his ſlander. It for ſome. 
time totally deprived me of the uſe of every 


ſacuſtyr Till at length my patroneſs kindiy 


dalteded me from nne in which I was 


N A 0 0 1 abſorbed. | J 
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by the hand, and with a ſmile on her counte- 
U thus addreſſed me: «< My dear child, 
* 1 e have gong through a fiery trial; but it 


ee wWwus à very neceſſary one. This gentle | 
e man has vilely traduced your character. 


«. We were all perfectly convinced that 
ce vou did not merit what he ſaid of you 


. «but. had he ſeen you firſt at the theatre, 

ce inſtead of here, he would; doubtleſsly have 
e maintained his aſſertions with -oaths, and 
ec there would then have been no poſſi 


bility 
te of contradicting them, however favourably 


. we mag, have thought of you, notwithſtand- 
* „ing. By the method we have purſued, | 


78 9 it has been ſomewhat irkſome to 


c you, his falſchoods have been fo palpahly 
t diſproved, as not to admit of the leaſt. pal- 
ation.“ Having ſaid this, ſhe embraced 
me in the moſt cordial manner. And as ſoon 
as J got from her embrace, I ran and threw _ 
myſelt into the arms of my dear aunt, who 
ſeemed to feel the oma ſatisfaction ba 


triumph. 19 


As for my ace it may be ſuppoſod he | 
did not long diſguſt us wich his "company. = 
Charming and- accompliſhed; as he Was, 
there did not appear to be a wiſh among us all 
to detain him How much more charming 
and accompliſhed would he have been, had. 
| truth ſpread her refulgent beams over thoſe 
perfection ens RA ind enge 1 
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abſorbed. Coming up to me, int wok me 


c is the dear girl whoſe character vou io 


| rnyſelf the fubject of! 2 It for ſome 
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J was; went to the upper end of the room to 
make the needful inquiries of the lady of the 
houſe. Having in a whiſper aſked the queſ- 
tion, Mrs. Butler anſwered aloud, Surely, 


you mult know her. 1 am certain you 


„ know her; nay, that you are well ac- 
e quainted with her.“ Phe gentleman, not 
a little diſconcerted at this want, in a lady ok 
1 of what is uſually termed d monde, 
that among- other thi 8, replyin to a 
whiſper in an audible vole affe — ſtill 
in a low tone, that he had never ſeen me be- 
fore, and now felt himſelf greatly intereſted 
in the enquiry. Fye, ſye, Mr. Medlicote, 
returned my patroneſs, what can you ſay 
for yourſelf, when I inform you, that this 
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e ervelly __—— e e e 
I now plainly perce Aale is ache 5 
bliſhed: gentleman, vain of: his attractive 
_ graces, had boaſted, like too many others, of 
favours he had never received; not knowing 
ghar he did ſo in the prefence of my "beſt 
friends, and that there was a certainty of his 
falſe aſſertions being detected. The pencil of 
Hogarth alone could juſtly depicture che con- 
fuſion of the genden at this diſcovery of 
his treachery; or of my petrifaction ar finding 


time torally deprived me of the uſe of every 
faculty. Till at length my patroneſs: kindly 
relieved me from the! ſituation in which I was 

9 4 1s abſorbed. 


G. A. BELLAMY.” 1966 


abſorbed. Coming up to me, ſhe took me 5 
by the hand, and with a ſmile on her counte- 
nance thus addreſſed me: * My dear child, 
« you have gone through a fiery trial; but it 
«. was à very neceſſary one. This gentle x 
c man has vilely traduced your character. 
« We were all perfectly convinced that 
cc you did not merit what he ſaid of you; 
b but had he ſeen you firſt at the theatre, 
cc inſtead of here, he would, doubtleſsly, have 
©; maintained his aſſertions with -oaths, and 
ec there would then have been no poſſibility 
e of contradicting them, however favourably 
„e may have thought of you, notwithſtand- 
ing. By the method we have purſued, 
* 3. ug it has been ſomewhat irkſome to 
* you, his falſehoods have been ſo palpably 
e diſproved, as not to admit of the leaſt. pal- 
777 « lation. Having ſaid this, ſhe embraced 
2 ee the i 5 pd manner. And as ſoon 
from her embrace, I ran and threw _ 
| r ah 
Fa” to feel the utmoll ſatisfaction at my 
triumph. E 15 | 
As for my wracocer; it may be N he | 
did not long diſguſt us with his company. _ 
Charming ry accompliſhed; as he was, 
there did not appear to be a wiſh among us all 
to detain him —How much more charming. 
and accompliſhed would he have been, had, | 
truth ſpread her refulgent beams over thoſe: | 
PO * whieh, nature in 115 bounteous . | 
Ye e a manner 


1 
{2 3s 5-6 
4 6 Fx 
Fi; "y 
3 * 
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| * Is the immediate jewel of their ſouls; __ 


e = But he that filches from me 3 name, wa 
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a manner had favoured him 1—Of all uma 
failings: that of detraction is certainly one of 
the — The venom of the tongue is more 
fatal in its conſequences than the deadly poiſon 
of the aſp. It not only proves deſtructive to 
individuals, but to the peace and happineſs of 
whole | families. —But its fatal effects are ſo 
pointedly and beautifully deſcribed by that 
| | mn. maſter of nature, Shakeſpeare*, in the 
well-known paſſage, that were I to 
ramp up a whole letter ey the ſevereſt cen- 
fures reaſon and experience could dictate, 1 
mould not be able to ſay the twentieth part 
Wb ea wat wa what na has _ in eſs ws, | 


F 2 

Le wad 4 45 85 
t £4 

oy © Good tant in man it wont) . 


2 Who ſteals my purſe ſteals tram, . fomet kin Un 
Ko nothirig ; = 0 


: NR mine, "ts his, 45d ba, ben le to thou 


ER 6 ſands ; 


5 Robs me of that which not enriches . = 

"66 [And x ke: me poor jndeeds - Gobble 
ah - p Mogi + + 0. A. ” 
n 16h 4 a 885 
r 5 ' 


f Y.4 - 1 r 
* 4 ** 1 1 * "$4 4 ·0 N * 7 wm 1 2 3 * * 4 22 32 
. * * 4 : * 
4 | DFR * "> 
. 7 PR” * <a 
4 1 18 *, T 1 . I 2 775 <5 
- A. * | HE 2 - * s n . 3 £4 - 17 o 4 * $ 3 
* 1 I 7 8 1 
0 ® . ee 1 _ : a : 3 2 
i 8 Finn . 12 ; +> f IP Wl Ek 
8 2 8 : 2 3 1 es 3 . Y 13 
„„ „ 4389 & 54 1 81 q 
£ - * 


< ; 87 01 1 7 444 Bo 411 41 3 eee 
* 


IN 78 Ono ad fi; 


« * N ' ” 
7 & - k Wo * : , i % 
4%, : uh 4, Hog , ** + 4 , ; 1 : %.3 ; y 
: *: 3 1 22 2 ! 6 f "Hp : by 2-3 6 1 0 ** . 59 3S ; =o CON . nid 2 wv 2 + ai Flo. 5 5 
; g fl - a. 
* 7 | Ie 
rr K. ad pany 
153 $444 4 5544; ; 18 Se 2. Ag 428 
i March 31, 17. 


moured with a beautiful Italian lady; who, 
liſtening to his profeſſions of love, left: her 
| be 1 „d 8 the partner of his flight. 


1 — — -to-marry his ſiſter, or ſettle the 
affajr in the field of honour. Mr. Medlicote, 1 
. finding there Was no alternative, prudently \\M 

choſe the former, and they were ire. . 


; to'aFfee 3 in opinion, that had my family and | 
— 0 have conſidered his union with the Italian; lady 


on his Part, an without the leaſt ſcruple have 
made the an offer of his hand, in defiance f 
henour, humanity, and eyery tender feeling: 


egchual he r pleaſure at this public teſtimony of 
the de falle 
ring ſhe was convincęd of my inn 
cee, and Jad. found tt fully confirmed by - 
the propriety of my conduct ſince I had re- 


„A. 22 1 . 


989 "HEN Mr. Medlicote was gone, one 
of the gentlemen preſent acquainted 
us, that during his travels, he became ena- 


informed of che ſeduction, | 
r 18 gitive and her 3 


dard the fair 
ing them, gave the gentleman. hi 


united'n in 1ndiffoluble bonds. 
All the company at C olonel Butlers e 


equalled his expectations, he would 


invalid, from its being an act of compulſion 


Mrs. "Ricker obſerved, that nothing cou 


of Medlicote's aceuſation; for Loſs | 


* 
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ſided in that . ſhe could not have per- 
mitted her daughter to live in terms of ſtrict 
intimacy with one whoſe wee was not 
perfectly anſallied. 
The laſt word unfallied ſtruck me, at r che 
time Mrs. Butler made uſe of it, with i inex- 
preſſible force; and as chere is no crime, as I 
have frequently ſaid, that I hold in equal de- 
teſtation with deceit, I determined, let what: 
would be the conſequence, to inform that lady. 
e firſt: opportunity that offered, that I was, 
OS an-unfit perſon for an intimate with 
her daughter, my character having beenſullied, 
though very undeſervedly, by the rude breath 
of ſcandal, through. the wicked machinations 
ol the noblemen formerly mentioned. For 
the preſent IL contented myſelf with entering 
into a vindication of Hole of Aae en 
Bt © told. the company, that though many 
8 men, through levity, were ſo. inhuman. 
as to blaſt the character of moſt of thoſe 
fſewales who were. In, the 1 hae, 
ly becauſe t uppoſed their reputa-- 
5 of ſo ine conſequence, th that they 
"were fit ſubjects f. their f portive fancy . Jet 
ere Were 1550 et Was perſ rſuaded who tro 
| e ſtage, and. were truly virtuous. ; Lbrought 
28. 11 les 7 coded i and >. 2 27 
hom id, ap ed not. but many, » 
ou PE: 25 Aken Us were ac- 
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treſſes as chaſte as veſtals, ſuch a tongue as a 
Medlicote's may by infamous infinuations blaſt 
their fame for ever; notwithſtanding there was 
as little foundation for them, as thoſe with 
fegard to myſelf had juſt been diſcovered to 
have. I concluded with declaring that I 
thought a woman who preſerved an un- 
blemiſhed reputation on the ſtage, to be in- 
finitely more praiſeworthy, than thoſe who. 
retained a good name, merely becauſe they 
were ſecured by rank or fortune from the 
temptations actreſſes are expoſed to; or than 
ſuch as, through their mediocrity in life, do 
not fall in the way of the gay and diſſolute. 


Here Colonel Butler interrupted my declama- 


tion by ſinging, And ſhe may be chaſte that 
et never was tried.” This fally of his, which 
came in To a propos, and tended to confirm the 
propoſitions J had juſt been ſtriving to eſtabliſh; 

reſtored” cheerfulneſs ; who, though ſhe re- 
rurned fo late, was a very welcome viſiter./c £4 
When I returned home, though it was 
very late, I could not ſleep for the reflections 


which aroſe in my mind, un. a review of 


the ineidents of the day. How much,“ 
cried I, * are the world idee in their 
ce ideas of virtue; as well as of happineſs] the 
<< generality of mankind ſeem to compriſe 
egg every virtue in that of chaſtity. Without 


doubt, chaſtity 1 is one of the firſt and moſt 5 


cc juſtiy admired virtues that adorns the 
N pr yu When we n 


25 
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te that puniſhment certainly attends a breach 
& of that virtue; that the great monitor 

e conſcience is perpetually preying on the 
heart of every frail fair one capable of 
cc reflection; and that diſgrace, is their 
« conſequent portion; ſurely the 7ruly vir- 
L tuous _ought rather to pity, and pour 
«© balm into the boſom of thoſe who are 
« thus unfortunately condemned to an 
« earthly Purgatory, and may have many 
« extenuations to plead, than add to their 
<« afflictions by 'reproaches or contempt.” — 

Such were my ſentiments at that period, 
young | as I was, and ſuch are they at 
this hour. But though I thus plead the 
eauſe of the unfortunate,” it is not becauſe 
J have unhappily a claim to the ſame 
lenity myſelf, or that I viſh to extenuate 
4 deviation from the path of rectitude in 
this point; I have as high a veneration 
for chaſtity. and her rue votaries, and I 
as much regret the loſs of innocence (my 
mind ſtill retaining its native purity) as 
the moſt unerring of my ſex can do.— 
But as Hamlet fays,. 6  Sontewhat 69 much 
60 of this.” SE oF | 

In the morning, for a reſtleſs night, 1 

found myſelf in a fever. The different paſ- 
fions with which my mind had been agitated 
; ane preceding evening, had been more 
than my body could bear, and a fever en- 
Wed. I was not in the leaſt concerned at'my 
% © BUY | 25 | indiſpoſition, 
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indifgieftion, as it gave me an opportunity of 
ſtaying at home without offending any one. 
My friends, however, were greatly alarmed; 
Mrs. Butler and her beloved daughter did me 
the honour to pay mea viſit, and my abſence 
from the theatre was conſidered as a general 
calamity. During my confinementT could not 
help indulging my reflections on the ſubject 
which had lately taken poſſeſſion of my mind; 
and I neyer before viewed the cake tia I had 
_ embraced in ſo humiliatinga light as I now did 
through Medlicote's aſperſions. That every 
fool who happened to be poſſeſſed of a fortune, 
ſhould think himſelf licenſed to take liberties 
with me; or even that my own footman, upon 
any diſlike, ſhould be able to go for a ſhilli 
into the theatre, and inſult me; was what 1 
could not bear to think of. The very idea 
affected me ſo much, that I never could regain, 
from this time, the ſelſ · ſufficieney 1 poſleſſed 
before. My indiſpoſition increaſed from theſe 
corroding thoughts; and it was ſeveral days 
before I was able to attend · at the theatre. 
When 1 did fo, a diſagreeable event happen - 
ed, which retarded my perfect. recovery, and, 
with ſome other concurrent circui 
was the cauſe of my leaving Ireland. 
Mr. Sheridan, in conſequence of the inſult 
I had received from Mr. St. Leger, as before 
related, and on account of the inconveniences 
ariſing from the cuſtom, had given a general 
wore at thexdoors or the * and notice | 
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in all the public papers, that no gentleman 
was, on any account, to be admitted behind 
the ſcenes. It happened one night, juſt as I 
was ſo far recovered as to venture to the houſe, 
but not to perform ; that an officer, who had 
more wine in his head, than humanity in his 
heart, inſiſted on paſſing the centry placed at 
the ſtage · door. The poor fellow perſiſting in 
his refuſal of admittance, the officer drew his 
fword and ſtabbed him in the thigh, with ſo 
much violence, that the weapon broke, and 
left a piece in the moſt dangerous part. Hear- þ 
ing ariot on the ſtage, I ran from the box in 
which I fat, and flew in my fright to the next 
centinel for protection. This happening to be 
the man who had been wounded, 1 found my- 
ſelf in a moment encompaſſed by numbers, 
and was obliged to be a witneſs to the broken 
ſteel being taken out. The unexpectedneſs 
of this ſcene; and the terrors I was. thrown 
into byit, as I was not perfectly ns to 
health, were productive of à relapſe. 
man, however, happily recovered ok tho the 
placidneſs of his diſpoſition 3 but having loſt 
the uſe of his leg, the | offender, who. Was, LY 
man of quality en for —_ or * 
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| Apis 9ů 17—. 
BON the time chat I was ſo well re- 
4 covered of my diſorder as to be able 
"Wo 44 5 again, Mr. Barry, wiſhing to try his 
fortune in England, went off without giving 
the manager any previous notice, or paying 
any reſpect to his articles. I have already 
obſerved that Mr. Sheridan was held in high 
eſtimation by the people of Dublin. The 
young gentlemen belonging to the college 


looked upon him as a divinity. The ladies 


of his acquaintance flattered him; and his own 
vanity / miſguided him. Thus ſituated, he 
thought himſelf equal to any undertaking the 


tage required. So that, upon Mr. Barry's 
departure, he left the characters in which he 


could have no competitor, to enter into the 
walk of lovers and genteel comedy. It is 


true, his figure was tolerable, and might have 


ſuited this line; but his voice and manner to- 


tally precluded him from making any com- 


Parativr ſtand in them. 
It was not long before he was aint 


his miſtake; and ſeemed by his revival of 
4 Z£ſop” to wiſn to find out plays that were more 


ſuited to his ſcientific, talents. In caſting a 
part for me in this piece, that of the Vdung 


| To Y Was conſidered as too inſignificant. The 


7 | Tata 
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Categorical Lady required t. too och volu- 
— | and I was obliged to put up with that 
of Doris, which was he character of an old 
nurſe ; and a part of ſuch immenſe length, 
chat this and Eſop's made two-thirds of the 
performance. 
There was no uber but Mr. Suierztan, 
who mult be allowed to be the beſt declaimer 
ay ever trod our ſtage, would have made 
à very capital figure in a character which 
was ſo conſpicuouſly marked out for his ta- 
lents, had not the performance been inter- 
rupted on the firſt night of its repreſentation. 
The houſe was ſo much crowded, that a per- 
fon, I will not fo far degrade the title of gen- 
teman, as to beſtow on him that appellation, 
finding himſelf inconveniently ſituated in the 
pit, got over the ſpikes which divide that 
part from the ſtage. This removal received 
marks of approbation from many of the au- 
dience, who by no means approved of the new 
regulation, which debarred them from com- 
ing behind the ſcenes. Mr. Kelly (that was 
the perſon's: name) was not a little pleaſed 
that he had eſcaped from his confined fitua- 
tion, and at the ſame time ſhewn by his ma- 
nœuvre an appearance of courage, which he 
' was conſcious he did not really poſſeſs. © 
Elevated with his ſucceſs; he made his 
| way to the green room. Having heard much 
of the liberties taken by the gentlemen with 
dhe 8 * the time that they 
Is: ine were 
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were admitted behind the ſcenes, I had adopt- 
ed Mr. Quin's mode of confining myſelf to 


my dreſſing-room. But being apprehenſive 


that I was not perfect in a ſcene which wWas 


moſtly lines, and which I was to repeat in the 


next act, I went into the green-room to requeſt 
Mrs. Dyer to run it over with me. 

When I entered the room, I obſerved that 
lady to be greatly confuſed, and that ſhe 
could not move out of an arm- chair in which 
ſhe ſat, from a man's impeding her. She 
whiſpered me as I drew near, that Kelly 


had moſt groſsly inſulted her. Upon which, 5 


not conſidering the brutality of a drunken 
man, particularly of an illiterate Iriſnman 
when drunk, I aſked her why ſhe ſtaid to 
hear him? I had no ſooner faid this, than 
I obſerved: I had offended the brute, and 
accordingly ran out of the green- room into 
my drefling-room, which adjoined to it. 
When I got in, I prudently locked the door, 
Judging that a wretch who could dare to infult 
a woman with an indelicate converſation, 


would daſtardly ſtrike or miſuſe any of the ſex 


on a ſuppoſed offence. It was a very provi- 
dential circumſtance that I had purſued this 
ſtep; for I had ſcarcely done ſo, when Kelly 
purſued me, and attempted to force the door; 


at the ſame time ſwearing vengeance againſt 


me. What outrages againſt decency, deco- 
rum, and humanity, are drunken men guilty - 


ole: even „ brutality are not 


2 3 3 
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W with intoxication! It was no bad coul 


tom of the ancient Romans, to make their 
| flaves drunk once a year, that their children 
might be witneſſes to the deteſtable conſequen- 
ces of inebriation, and early learn to ablior it. 

The noiſe which Kelly made at my dreſſing- 


| hab door alarmed the audience, and drew 


the manager to inquire into the caule of it. 


Finding Kelly thus riotouſly diſpoſed, he de- 


fired him to quit the ſcenes. The other re- 
fuſing, Mr. Sheridan ordered him to be turn- 
ed out by force. He now found room in the 
Ps. as ſeveral of the manager's friends, on 


aring the diſturbance, had left their places, | 


and gone into his room to learn the occaſion 
ol it. The play proceeded till we were come 
to the firſt ſcene 7 the laſt act, when an orange 
or apple was thrown at Mr. Sheridan, who 
played the character of AÆſop, and ſo well di- 
_ rected, that it dented the iron of the falſe noſe 
which he wore, into his forehead. 


Mr. Sheridan was not only born and bred 


a 2 gentleman, but poſſeſſed as much perſonal 
ourage as any man breathing. It may there- 
fore be ſuppoſed, that he would not put up 
with ſuch an indignity. He went SEP 
and addreſſed the audience, or the perſon that 
was ſuppoſed to throw it; but what he faid, 
my fright prevented me from hearing. The 
curtain was then dropped, and the piece 
unfiniſhed. . The fooliſh being who had oc- 
aged 11 eee N now e 
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the manager's room to demand ſatisfaction. 
And this he immediately gave him in the moſt 


ample manner, with an oak ſtick, which, as 
Ziop, he had carried in his hand during che 
performance: ; whilſt Kelly, to the great enter- 
tainment of ſuch of Mr. Sheridan's friends aa 
were preſent, fell upon the ground in tears, 


crying out at the ſame time, « that he ſhould . 


« ſeverely repent this uſage to a gentleman. 
To the diſgrace of the military (for he wore a 
cockade) during this humiliating ſcene, Mr. 
Kelly had a ſword by his ide. 

When the manager had given Kelly this 
ſevere correction for his inſolence and bru- 
tality, he ſuffered him to crawl away, for 


| walk. he could not, to Lucas's Coffee-Houſe. 


As ſoon as he got there, he claimed the 


| compaſſion of the company; 3 and hay! ing in- 'Þ | | 


formed them haw,..ill, he had been uſed, to 


intereſt them the more in his favour, falely: 
added, that Mr. Sheridan had had the auda- 


city to declare, that he was a better gentle 
man than any one who, had been that night 
at the theatre. It is neceſſary here to ac-- 
quaint you, that Lucas's 8 Coffee, Houſe. is the 
Rlace to which the Iriſh gentlemen uſually 


reſort to decide, 1 1 an konour able Way: their | 5 ; 


. Whilſt the combatants retire into 


he yard to acquire glory, the reſt. of the 


Ing flock: to the windows, to, 2 Mt no 
unfair advantages are taken, 
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combats, I can aſſure you, there are not 2 
few; the Hibernians being extremely cap- 
tjous; and very often ready to take offence 
where none is intended. You muſt © fpeak 
«© by the card” amongſt them, or a quarrel 
will enſue. They are poſſeſſed of many good 
. qualifications, Bs this feems to be one of the 
oibles of the country. 
It is not to be wondered at, that perſons of 
chis caſt ſhould be eaſily excited to enter into 
any propeſal which ſeemed likely to be pro- 
ductive of a riot. More eſpecially, as moſt 
of the frequenters of Lucas's, at that time, 
had a natural antipathy to all learning, ex- 
cept that kind of knowledge which enabled 
them to diſtinguiſh good claret from bad. 
They e © one and all agreed to fally 
forth to lay fiege to Smock-Alley Theatre, 
and . faevifice the prefumptuous of 
it for having forfeited the name of gentle- 
man, by appearing upon the ſtage. They 
Itkewife had another excitement, which was 
tio leſs powerful MD perfons of their whe 
way of thinking; and that was his havin 
i the 3 to have had a clafſic 
egueation, which he had greatly er 
A and intenſe ſtudy. 


could: be found weak enough to "het Ak a 
. cowardly being, i magined the affair was wer, 
a leaſt for thar night ; and he had retired, to 
himfelf 1 The: 
theater 
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thinks was alſo ſhut up. The heroes, how- 
ever; made a braye aſſault againft it, and ſtrove 


ts force the doors. But finding them too 


ſtrongly barricaded, to hope for fucceſs, they 
retired for that night. | 


The next evening, the: Faitpenirent” Was 


to be performed or the benefit of a public 
charity. o ker. Seri which, upon the 


appearance of Mr. Sheridan, in the character 
of Horatio, the Bucks, as they termed them 


ſelves, immediately aroſe, and cried, * Out 
< with the ladies, and down with the houfe.“ 


It is impoſſible to deferibe to you the horrors, | 


of e riot at a Dublin theatre.” The conſter- 
naton and fright which it octafioned among 


die ladies, with whom the ſtage was exceed. | 
Fgly crowded, is beyond conception. Huſ- 5 


ands and brothers were buſily employed in 


taking care of their wives and ſiſters; 5 and all. 
Vas ſcene of confufion, | 


Mr. Sheridan, was | early adviſed by his . 


friends to quit che houſe; but he would not. 8 


hear of it. err when the rioters lea 


upon the ftage, and threatened his life, he 
found a retreat abſolutely neceſſaty for the 


preſervation of it. Had he not prudently 
caken this ſtep, theſe ſors of Bacchus n 
certainly have put their threats into execution 
for they broke oy every door in the houſe, 


to end the fender, as they called him. Theſe <2 
daſtardly ruffians broke open rhe oh Th, | 


ad as they could nor fir the thaniager, they 


"PID ä . 


rn AT. 


revenged themſelves upon the ſtuffing of Fal- 
ſtaff, which they ſtabbed in many places. 
In their reſearches they did me the honour 
of a viſit. Two gentlemen of quality having 
Joined the rioters, out of curioſity,” one of 
them Mr. Edward Huſſey, now Lord Beaulieu, 
the other Mr, Miryan, they came to the door 
of my dreſſing- room, and very politely told 
me, they were come to protect me from in- 
ſult. But apprehending them, in my fright, 
to be leaders of the mob, and finding that the 
rioters were determined to leave no part ot 
the theatre vnſearched, inſtead of returning 
thanks for their politeneſs, as I ſhould have 
done, I anſwered with ſome acrimony, . hat 
e my room was an improbable place to fnd 
the perfon they wanted, as I certainly ſnoud 
te not undreſs, was there a gentleman in it. 
Upon this Kelly advanced, and miſtaking 
me, as I imagined, for Mrs. Dyer, ſaid I wa. 
the ho had occaſioned all the diſturbance. 
And I don't know whether I ſhould have eſ- 
caped further inſult, had I not, in a reſolute 
tone of voice, ordered them to quit the room. 
To this at length they conſented, upon being 
permitted to lift up the covering of m toilette, 
to ſee whether the manager was there. As 
ſoon as they were departed I hurried to my 
chair, and Mr. Huſſey had the humanity. to 
walk by the ſide of it, to ſee me ſafe home. 
And was never more rejoiced in my life, than 
when I found myſelf cure within, the th. 


s — =Y 
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The magiſtrates having reaſon to appre- 
bad that greater miſchief” would enſue, if 
the theatre continued open, ordered it to be 
ſbut up till the benefits commenced; The 
affair, however did not end here; for the 
College-Boys, as they are uſually termed; in 
order to revenge the cauſe of their fellow- 
ſtudent, as well as to ſhew their reſentment 
at being deprived of their favourite amuſe- 
ment, took it into their heads to pay Mr. 
Fitzgerald, Mr. Kelly, and ſeveral other ring- 
leaders of the rioters, a morning viſit, and 


obligingly invited them to partake of a 


breakfalt at their college; where they be- 
ſtowed as much cold water upon them from 
their pump, as ſerved to keep their heads 
perfectiy cool to defend: their cauſe againſt 
the manager, who had the ſame 1 omm- 
: menced a Pioſecution againſt them.” 
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my laſt, can you wonder, Na r 
ö | even. Lenka _ was when youth asl 


* inexperience ; 
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Inexperience preſented to my view e the 
pleaſing fide of it; or that I grew tired of a 
country where I was ſubject to ſuch conti- 
nual 1 A learned friend of mine fre- 

quently made uſe of the Latin phraſe Expe- 
rientia docet. Experience teaches, I think, 1M 
told me was the Engliſh of it. And I: am 

ure it has taught me, that there is no ſtate 
of life but what has its inconveniencies as 
well as its conveniencies ; and the odds are, 
that the latter are more abundant than the 

Former. But let me no longer detain h 

_- fram my ſtory. 

| Being always expected at Colonel Butlers 
when 1 was not at the theatre, and that, fa- 

mily having juſt heard of the riot, they were 
much alarmed for my ſaſety. 1 conſe- 
quently, received a very preſſing letter the 
next morning; | Requeſting that I would im- 
mediately come to them at their country- 

houſe, where they at that time were. But I 
mas ſo much indifpoſed, from the terrors 1 

had lately- experienced, that I . ve be 
| excuſed till the day following. 

wen dap 247d had uſually fo, little of my 

„he was pleaſed with my refuſal 


| TE to go © Colonel Butler's, and propoſed great 


flalisfaction from my ſpending: the day with 


cher» In the afternoon I ſent my ſervant, 


Mrs. O Bryen, of whom 1 have made honour- | 

| fable mention before, to inquire. - after our 

eee Walker, AL 1 
ö deter. 


8. 4. BEELAMY- 163 


fever. About ſeven O' clock ſhe: returned, 

with a countenance full as expreſſive: of hor- 
.. For as his could be, < who drew Priam's cur- 
<< tains in the dead of night, and would have 
told him half his Troy was Burnt She 
had no. ſooner entered the room, than ſhe: 
began to exclaim in a moſt doletul tone, Oh 


Madam, Oh Madam!” which was all ſhe 


Was able to utter ; and it was ſome time be 
fore we. could ger, an explanation from her. 
At length ſhe informed us, that the poor doc- 
tor had died during the laſt night, one? that 

they. were already going to bury him. She 

added, that as they were about to ſhroud tlie 

body, the. orifices which. had been: made in. 
his arms, on bleeding _ before his OE, | 
had bled afreſh. 

s it was now 1 in eats; 3 a 

* had lately removed to was ful 

. o miles from the -dottor's reſidence; as 

my mother had been conſmed ſome months 

[by che rheumatiſm ; and as I was © much 

indiſpoſed; it was wnpoſſible for either m 7 
mother or myſelf. to reach : the place of his 

abode time enough. to prevent his premature 

interment; which; but for theſe - reaſons;'we- 
certainly ſhould - have done. We e = 

Wund that Mis. Walker had been 85 

on by the earneſt entreaties of her p eb. 3 
Leave the houſe, and retire with her to Dun- 
leary. My mother, therefore, ordered the- 

| N a coach, and if the 9 


H. 4. 


| 
4 
| | 


and carry my mother 
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vs interred, to have it raken up at all events, 
coſt what it would. 214.5147 

You can give the common people of 1 
Juaid)) no greater treat than a wake. Our 
maid conſequently had many companions 
before ſhe reached the houſe; eſpecially as 
ſhe made no ſecret of her errand. When 
they arrived; they learned that the body 
Nad been interred immediately after her de- 
parture, leſt the diſorder he died of, which 
Was thought to be epidemic, ſhould prove 
contagious. They were further informed, 
that as Mrs. Walker was of the ſect of Ana- 
baptiſts, it had been depoſited, by her order, 


Aim their burying ground, which Was ſituated 


a the extremity of the city. 
The people who accompanied ea Menne 
_ having come out with an intention of ſpend- 


1 ing the night in their favourite amuſement, 


© ethey now. reſolved to 90 to ſeek the ſexton, 

commands into ex e- 
cution: but, as it was ſs. late, they could 
not find his houfe. They, however, as no 
obſtructions can retard the Iriſh in any fa- 
vourite purſuit, *clambered over the gate, 


men, women, and children, and thus entered 
_— receptacle of the dead. Whilſt they 


ſat round the gave, OBryen heard, or thought 
ſhe heard, a groan ; which made them ex- 
the _ ER een the I wr 


ee 4 | as 1 . 
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body was ordered to be reinterre 
aFair was huſhed up: T 
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As: ſoon as Aurora made. her appearance, 
1 labourers, who had juſt come to their 
work, acquainted them where the ſexton 
lived; and he was prevailed on, though not 
without ſome difficulty, to comply with their 


requeſt.  ''/ Accordingly, the canonized bones 


of the doctor, which had, a few hours be- 


| bet ec been hearſed in den. reviſited the 


« glimpſes of the morn.” Upon opening the 
con (1 ſhudder whilſt I relate the horrid 


ſcene) they found the body now totally de- 


rived of | life, but obſerved that the late in- 


babitant of it had endeavoured to , burſt his 


cc cearments, and leave the dreadfulmanſfion 


in which he was confined. ' He had actually 
turned upon his ſide; and, as my ſervant had 
reported, his arms had bled afreſh, The 
coffin was carried to the houſe of the ſexton; 
where multitudes, excited by curioſity, flock- 
ed from all parts, to ſee. this memorable in- 

| ſtance of | fruitleſs precaution. ,-Fhe family, 


however, hearing of the circumſtances, - the 
i ; 4. and the 


Are you caſuiſt enough to ell ths how: =. 


5 ene that we are generally diſappointed in 
the grand expectations of our lives; and find 


dur favourite wiſhes croſſed? Never was there 


a more ſingular confirmation of this fact, than 

in the caſe of the doctor. The fear of being 
buried alive ſeems- to have engroſſed ul Fe 
| thoughts, A apprehenſions whucll, ;arofe in 
WM: 


H 5 en 
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his mind, r 
others, furniſhed him with an inexhauſtible 
fund for converſation, and gave frequent em- 
e pen. The preſentiment which 
taken poſſeſſion of him was not to be 
ſuppreſſed. But alas! how unavailing, from 
a combination of preventive circumftances, 
did it prove Let it ſerve as a document to 
us, not to fix our hearts, with too much anxi- 
bs on any object that lies within the reach 
the accidents of life, or to indulge. too 
Ereat apprehenſions of any dreaded evil. 
I was greatly affected oy the melancholy 
| qvcident which. had juſt happened, but my 


mother was almoft diſtracted at being obliged | | 


to break a promiſe ſhe had fo. PBS. Auk. 5 


and which would have proved ſo conſonant to 


the wiſhes of her old friend. Having, at the 
time I firſt mentioned this promiſe, g given ou 
ny ſentiments on the ee of it, I hall 


my mother now ſound to her coſt. 

I have often wondered that fitmianicy ; en. 
clufive of affection, does not prevent thofe 
who have a regard for perions during their 


_ "hives, from leaving them in their laſt moments, 


22 a falſe tenderneſs, to the care of nurſes 
and fery ants, who are uſually inſenſible to 
every claim but thoſe of their own eaſe = 
intereſt, Too ſuſceptible of pain, from be 


| — repioing pangsof W 2 


they 


only add here, that a breach of a ſolemn en- 
| gagement is always attended with eee * | 
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they haſten from it. Whereas that ought to 
be the ſtrongeſt motrve for their ſtay, as theſe 
would ſtimulate them to unremitted aſſidduity 
in adminiſtering every needful aſſiſtance whiltt - 
life remains, and to a due attention: to the 
body till its interment. The moſt pleaſurable 
reflection I now am ſenſible of, is, that the 
three perſons F loved and eſteemed maſt ex- 
pired in my arms. Theſe were, my dear 
Miſs Conway, my mother, and a worthy and 
mueh ; regretted friend, many of the — 
ef whoſe life you will find hereafter: * 
weren with my owe n. 

A tear that obtrudes itſelf on the W 


| a ſcenes, which have already cauſed me 


© many, dims my ſight; — others —— 
trickle in quick ſucceſſion down me cheek; 
The fubject awakens all my ſenſibility And 

1 a heart more ſuſceprible of all the ten. 
eelings never throbbed in a female boſom. 


Ahe bolt effuſiòn eee, _ i 
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FTNORGIVE . ee maids ar 
my laſt. Every tender fenſation wat 


oute, hen: de lofs of: ſuch dear an 
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valued friends became even by anticipation, 
the ſubject of my y pen. The trickling te 
would not be repelled. I will however wy 
endeavour to proceed with more compoſure. . 
It being impoſſible for me to leave my 
mother in the ſituation ſhe was reduced to 
by che late melancholy incident, I ſent an 
apology to my reſpected patroneſs, informing 
her, at the ſame Se, of the cauſe. From 
the many difagreeable circumſtances which 
had lately occurred, one upon another, my 
mind took as ſerious. a turn as when 1 lived 
in retirement at the Farmer's at Ingateſtone. 
J loſt my vivacity, and delighted more in 
alone than in company. To this, the 
frequent viſits of Mr. Crump, who I now 
found courted me by proxy, made no little 
; addition. * being 3 a conſtant atten- 
diſogreeable: me.. dong omni: 
My mother e to find out :the 
cauſe of a change ſo totally contrary to my 
natural diſpoſition, but in vain. Having 
| heard me ſpeak warmly in praiſe of the 
outward. attractions of Medlicote, ſhe was. 
apprehenſive that the ſuperficial qualifica- 
tions of that empty man had captivated me. 
But when ſhe reflected that ſne had as irequetres 
iy heard me declare that I would not 
mim, were he diſengaged and offered” me his | 
| hand;;| placing a confidence in- that ſincerity 
wich dad „ ma doaſt, her fears 


| 1 DOGGY 5 1 2 vaniſhed 
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3 valid Ninive to- hüm Whar then eveld 
be the cauſe? for a cauſe there muſt be. This 
perplexed her. And as ſhe was very deſirous 


of ſeeing me married to Mr. Crump, x fer- 


ring eaſy circumſtances to happineſs, was 


anxious to find out and remove it. 


Whilſt I appeared in public, ſhe was e 45 
ſurprized nor. diſpleaſed at ſeeing verſes ad- 
dreſſed to me from one dying ſwain or eee 


but my praiſe having been frequently re 


ſounded by an unknown Strephon, — 
the theatre had been ſnut up, and I lived 


a more recluſe life, her fears were en 
cited by it. And laying aſide the ſorrow ſhe 


had lately ſuffered for her deceaſed friend, 
ſubſtituted in its room anxiety for her living 
daughter. 80 ſuſpicious now was ſhe be- 
come of my having entered into ſome tender 


without her conſent, that even 


engag 
the ſtrongeſt teſtimony of affection that 1 


Fo 


could give her, that ſalmoſt conſtantly ſtay- 


ing at home with her, could not remove her 


__ apprehenſions. It even added to them, as ſne 
conſidered ſuch novel behaviour only as a 
contrivance to hear the oftener from this . 

1 admirer; .:. En 


Upon axrrenodepuianatting Mr. . Crump 


- wth her ſufpicions, he alſo took the alarm 


and never reſted till he had diſcovered the 


author of the verſes which had been the cauſe 


| * | i fears, and, as they ef er the 


2 
# I 1 — 
3 \ 
t . F 
F 


ation in my temper. tt 1 


— CHE L ITZ or 


In the neighbourhood of our reſidenee 
5 üred 2 gentle woman who was related to moſt 
of the Catholics of diſtinction in the kingdom 
of Ireland. She had married a Mr. Kendall, 
Delor g & to the Cuſtom-Houſe, by whom | 
the had ſeveral children. Finding, however, 
her huſband's income inadequate tothe fupport 
af ſo large a family, ſhe had, agreeable to 
the advice of her friends, ſet up a ſubſcrip- 
tion card-afſembly.. Her daughters likewiſe - 
— me, ford in making the linen of 
their re n were —— 
Ne paid. . wr * 
As this aſſembly. was kent io Wai. 
Street, which joined to Summer-Hill, here | 
we reſided; having been often invited to go 
to it, I one day ſent my name down, and 
went the ſame evening. I had the honour of 


being perſonally known to moſt of the 


company. There was a young gentleman, 
however, whom I could not ——  y that'T 
had ever ſeen before, though, as I was after= 

wards informed, he had been my conſtant at- 


. tendant and admirer at the theatre. His name 


was Jephſon, and he was of Trinity- College. 
l — at cards, ders was rivetted to 
ck. of my chair; and upon my getting 

„ he requeſted leave . 
When we reached my mother's, without 
having the leaſt idea of giving her umbrage 
or room for cenſure, I aſked him in, that 1 


3 * an opportunity of * 
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t her. I could not help obſerving, that ſhe- 
mud hin —— formally and re- 
ſerve. As ſoon, as he was gone, my mother 
aſked me how long I had been acquainted with 
Mr. Jephſon? Told her, with x compoſure 
that ſtaggered her, chat to the beſt of my 
. I had not ſeen him till that night. 


Mot ſatisſied with: that declaration, ſhe defired 


that I would give ber my honour to what I had 
ſaid. To which 1 — with an inſolence 
that ſtabs me to the heart as I repeat it, —1 
e will never; give my honour, Madam, to 
« any one who dares to diſpute my word,” + 
Lad u ſoaner uttered che word dares; than 
the 3 impropriety of it immediately ſtruck me. 
| every time the converſation occurs to- 
my memary, I feel an inexpreſſible pang at 
my having preſumed to make uſe of it to 2 
parent. Remorſe and diſquietude engt to 
be the portion of all thoſe who loſe ſight of 
the duty they owe to their Henan 


thy father and thy mother — how ſtrong th 


imnjunction ace ho pleaſing the reward 
that thy days may be long, &c. Next to 
the revrrence due from us to the univerſal 
Parent of mankind, ſtands the duty we jg 
our earthiy parents ; one is equally as ohli- 
gatory as the other, Thank Nerven bd iu Was 


Fr 


the beart, that I ever knowingly offended the 
author of my birth, It was my misfarrume 
5 n 5 
: e | Lead 


ſiaid the day before, it beit 


* 
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attribute I ſo itch valued: inyfelf on, fires 
cerity; and whatever ſeemed to reflect on 
that, gave me offence. I was conſcious of 
my petulance (to call ir. by no harſher name) 
the moment it efcaped me; yet, reluctant to 
acknowledge my error, or to ſubmit, as I 
ought to have done, I ordered the horſes to 
be put to, before my mothet was up, and fer 
_ to join my beloved friends. 
Alarmed at my perſeverance, wed Knowing 
| hay temper was to be moulded to her own 
withes by gentle means; but, if controuled, 
that. ĩt would run retrograde) even to the ex- 
treme of obſtinacy, ſhe ſent a meſſenger to 
me with a letter the next day. In it the re- 
queſted that I would excufe what ſhe had 
the ceſult of her 
apprehefiſions for my „ a he had. 
been informed de B- Jephion, ile de 


* 


gemleman who had ſeem me home; was 
enamorato who had ſung my praiſe ſo freq ene 


of late. To which-ſhe added, that the unuſual 


reſerve and gloom which Rad for ſome time 
clouded my bro, feemed to confirm her ſuſ- 
| picions z which if well founded, as the hoped 
they were not, muſt prove deſtructive to my 
happineſs, he being entirely dependent om his 
relations, and had it not in his xvid to p 
r for me as ſhe cauld wiſh: © CRE 

My mother's condeſcenſion affected me the 
4 eber, as I was by this time i from the reflec- 
x Þ bee __ to ugulge, truly "Fe 
2 ible 
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| üble that 1 had been to blame; and the 
more ſo, from her dependent ſituation on me, 
which ought to have made me more circum- 
ſpect in my duty towards her, and the 8 
careful of giving her offence. There is 
delicacy in this point, of which Ne 
and vulgar minds are not ſuſceptible; but it 
wioighs much with every well-bred perſon, and 
all ſuch as have a juſt idea of proptiety of 
conduct. I wrote her conſequently a ſub- 
miſſive anſwer, and informed her that I would 
return the next day. But an expreſs arriving 
with an account that Lord Lanſborough, a 
near relation of Colonel. Butler's, was dan- 
. gerouſly ill, we all reaped to Dublin * 
"wy evening. 1 
I was not diſpleaſed at 6 SIR hed 
return ſo ſoon, as I was miſerable till I pp 
an atonement, to my mother for my undutiful 
behaviour. She received me with that plea- 
ſure which is ever united with real affection, 
and I never ſpent an evening with more 
ſatisfaction. Being thus, reconciled to each 
other, and chat confidence which had hither- 
to ſubſiſted between us being reſtored,” ſne 
deſired me to inform her, without any 
ſerye, of the cauſe of my late choughtfulneſs, 
Jacquainted her, with truth, that it 


1 aroſe from the precariouſneſs .of - iy Hh 
ſituation,” which/ every day became more and * 
more diſagreeable to me. I thenrecapitulated 
the Olly \CNCymitagtrs e lee 
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In the ft place I was: apprehenſive that as 
oon as the theatre was opened, again Mr. 
Sheridan would appear in the characters of 
1 Nun „Romeo, &c. and from playing with 

a perſon ſo diſqualified by nature for ſuch 
Parts, I too much feared I ſhould loſe in ſome 
meaſure the reputation I had gained. In the 
next place, the declining health of my worthy 
and much loved Mrs. Butler gave me "aq 

_unealineſs. And as ſhe. propoſed. going 

Spa for her recovery, and ad thattothe be South 
of France, it would be a very very long tune 
before I had the happineſs te ſee her again, if 
ever 1 did. Io theſe cauſes of ſorrow may be 
2 added the loſs of Miſs St. Leger's company. 
A friend for whom I had the tendereſt regard, 
and who had ſtaid but a ſhort month in 
Dublin, Mrs. O Hara was likewiſe confined. 


| : {to her room, by which I was deprived of being. 


With her ſo much as duty and affection 
| .Þrompted,—The laſt, but not the leaft reaſon. 


of my diſquiet, was my apparent ingratitude- 


to Mr. Quin, My leaving England without 
conſulting him on che engagement L was about 
© enter into, or even without taking leave of 
1 often ſtruck me forcibly, and gave me 
NN A falſe modeſty, I now per- 
a R 28 made me avoid that dear man. 
Inſtead of. conſidering him as my Mentor, and 
unboſoming myſelf to him upon every occa- 
Hon that required the counſel of experience 
and probiey, L. 2 er . 


1 
* 
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he relied. From FR ſhould I have al- 


ways been. ſure of meeting with relief, com- 
paſſion, and comfort. My regard for him was 
truly filial. - Whilſt 1. Jones, him, 1 dreaded 
his frowns more than any misfortune. which 
could befall me. But baſhfulneſs:conquered 
affection— With ſincerity and truth thus did I 
unfold to my mother the cauſes of that alte- 
ration in my demeanour, which ſhe could not 
account for. As there is a confidence attend- 


ing innate rectitude that commands belief, ſhe 


readily gave credit to my aſſertions, and was 
convinced of the propriety. of my feelings. 
My vanity prompts me toconclude this letter 
with ſome lines, my Inamorato Mr. Jephſon 
wn. in the neee 


5 Hail child of Nature, and the pride of A 
«Equally form N to glad and pain the heart, | 205 1 
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; 8 the e PP of my laſt letter was 
rather prolix, I ſhall enter on my ſtory 
again, without any preamble to this.—It will 
ſoon be ſeen that the apprehenſions I enter- 
tained relative to my ſituation at the theatre 
were realized; and that the greateſt error 1 


bad ever committed was the rejecting Mr. 


Gurrick's offer. The next day I was inform- 

ed that the Lord Mayor had permitted Mr. 
Sheridan to open the theatre; but he was not 
allowed to perform till his ien the _— 


"IF pag who- cauſed the riot was decided. 


I am now about to mention an endet i in 


Tins 12 relates to perſons who have made 


a very conſpicuous figure in the great world. 
As I was returning one day from rehearſal, at 
eth a of Britain-Street;/Theard the voice 
2 Iding toan impulſe of humamty, 
| I I the bounds of good breeding,.and 

entered the houſe from W it proceeded. 
When 1 had done this, Ied by an irreſiſtible at- 
traction, I entered without ceremony the par- 
lour, the door of which appeared to be guarded 
by perſons not at all ſuited to thoſe within. I 


here found a woman of a moſt elegant figure, 


ſurrounded by four beautiful girls, and a ſweet 
boy of about three years of age. After making 
the neceſſary apologies for my 7 abrupt intruſion, 
I informed the lady, that as the lamentions of 
her little family! had reached my cars as I paſſed 
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by, I had taken the liberty of a neighbour to 


: inquire if I could render her any ſervice. 


Mrs. Gunning, for that was the lady's name, 


aroſe immediately from her ſeat, and calling 
me by my name, thanked me for the offer 


& my afliſtance, complimenting me at the 
ſame time, upon poſſeſſing ſuch humane ſen- 


ſations. She then informed me, that having 
lived beyond their income, her huſband gw 
been obliged to retire into the country, to 


avoid the diſagreeable conſequences that muſt” 
enſue. That ſhe had been in hopes that her 


brother, Lord Mayo, liſtening to the dictates 
of fraternal affection, would not ſuffer a ſiſter 
and her family to be reduced to diſtreſs; but 
that his Lordſhip remained inflexible to her 
repeated ſolicitations. The ill-looking' men; 1 
now found, had. entered the houſe by virtue 
of an execution, and were preparing to turn 
her and her children out of door e. 
Upon this, Mrs. Gunning and myſelf went 7] 
up ſtairs. to conſult what was beſt to be dons” 
in ſo diſagreeable a predicament. We there 
determined that I ſhould. return home, ana Ix 
ſend my man-ſervant, ho was to wait under 
the window of the drawing room, in the? 
evening, and bring to my hauſe every ching 
that could be thrown to him. It was further 
agreed, that as my mother and I had more 
room than we cquid convenĩentliy occupy, he 
children and their ſervant ſhould remain with' 
us, whilſt ſhe went to her huſband toi aſſiſt him 
in W his affairs. * whole of our plan 
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„ carried into execution, Miſs Burke, 
Mrs. Gunning's ſiſter, a lady of exemplary 
piety, who had paſſed her probation in the 
community of Channel Row, ſent ſhortly afrer 
for the two youngeſt girls, and the two eldeſt 
were permitted, to my great pleaſure, to re- 
main at our houſe, As the beauty of theſe 
ladies has ſince made fo much noiſe in the 
world, and has been ſo recently imprinted on 
yo: every rank, it will be unne- 
here to give a deſcription of them. 
L ſha] „therefore, only obſerve, that the eldeſt, 
Maria, the late Counteſs of Coventry, was all 
life and ſpirits: and that Miſs Betty, the 
younger, now Dutcheſs of Argyll, &c. & c. 
with a longer train of — chan perhaps 
ever woman enjoyed before her, was more 
reſerved and ſolid. ; 
Here let me ſtop to beter a eee 
once more on the ſtrange viciffitudes of this 
ſublunary ſtate! Innumerab 
Des to be found in hiſtory, and —— ro 
pen within aur own obſervation, of the riſe 
and fall of families. Some we fee, whoſe _ 
| honours and. affluence appear to be founded 
on ſo broad and pe: nt a baſis, that nei⸗ | 
_ their time nor accident can affect them; and 
yet in a few ſhort years, undermined by un- 
foreſeen and unavoidable events, they diſ- 
ſobve away, and, like © the baſeleſs fabrick+ 
« of a viſion, leave not a rack behind.“ 
0 N e ee deins exrirence With 
| diſtreſs 5 
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diſtreſs | apprehenſive of the approach of 
— nearly a prey to deſpair:? 
through ineidents equally 2 and 
ſudden, the darkſoine clouds all cleared 

, find themſelves exalted to a ſtate f 
ſ] endour, with the hopes of which the moſt 
luxuriant fallies of their imagination could = 
not have flattered them. Permit me to detain. . 
you a moment longer, whilſt I juſt add, by 
way of illuſtration, that the very nt page of 

" preſents us with a memorable inſtance 
2 * inſtabiliy of men er in the | 


Our great "enitors End Wente es driven | 
into a world of care, affliction, and uncertainty, 
chere to earn, by a life of labour and toil,'a 
precarious fubſiſtence. What a dear rending 1 
reverſe to this onee happy pair? 8 
This feafon Mr. Woodward, an ator of the | 
firſt merit in comedy, came to Dublin, and 
Joined our company. About the fame time 
Mr. Foote arrived o give rea, as he ternicd his 
exhibition; which conſiſtec of mmnickry,- 
wherein he imitated or tot of the — | 
manner of moſt of the performers in England 


and Ireland. I never could find our what 


analogy there was between tes and the talent 
„ Bur as our modern Ariſtophanes | 
_ was bt n. 


180 THE; LIFE or 


— as of wit and humour, there muſt be A propriety. | 
in his adopting-the apellation, though it Mes 


beyond the reach of my weak intellets, 
Mr. Sheridan being now permitted again 


which had been the 1 of my uneaſineſs 
began ta be realized. He played, as I ha 

apprehended, the character o Antony. 1 
-oh! what a falling off was here! Inſtead of 
che Glver-toned. voice and bewitching figure of 
a Batry, which uſed to enchant the audience, 
formality and monotonous declamation pre 
ſented itſelf. The difference was too conſpi- 
Ccuous to eſcape the obſervation of the public, 


And every one regretted. the loſs of his great 


a 113 in the part of Ventidius, wherein, as I 
have before obſerved, he was truly capital; 


as indeed he was in all ſententious characters. 


To tender, however, the piece as pleaſing as 


+ $1 poſſible, a; dance of gladiators was introduced, | 
as an entertainment to the enamoured queen. 


To add to my diſtreſs during my performing 


the part of Cleopatra, Mrs. Kennedy happen- 


3 1 89 unfortunately to have a ragged tail to her 


dreſs, pulled upon the ſtage after her the half 


| of a kettle drum. Alarmed at hearing ſo un- 
— pate noiſes turned about, whilſt in the 

Farmth of my inquiry after my much- loved 
hero, and ſeeing the droll cireumſtance that. 
occaſioned it, I could not. refrain. from. burſt⸗ 


to tread the ſtage, ſome of the — 


ing into a loud fit of laughter, in which the, | 
8 „ Ne | 2 + L To poſe, | 


3 
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his hamourous exhibition, got up, in Rise 


„ Vor. I. 
Vox. I. ie usual, 
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my . ail che aſp bad Gniſhedl-oy ; 
2 2 was age an clini ede | 


the receipts of the houſe from ;what they had 


bam curing the laſt ſeaſon, I was deſired bythe 
manager to give orders to all the young ladies 
of my dee would condeſeend 


| to accept of them. In conſequence of . this y 


defire;# ſcarcely. a night paſſed on which I did 
not grant an introduction to ſeveral with whom 


| Thad formed an antimacy at Mrs. Kendall's 


ola nbly; as. well as my two lovely 3 
Mr. Woodward being attacked by Fevte in 


Tenge, a piece, which he termed “ Tit 


Tat, or a Diſh of Chocolate. i wes | 
attended with ſuch ſucceſs, that his rival, being 


defeated-at his own weapons, left the field to 


bis nente and precipitately retired to the 


When the benefits com- 


menced, Mr. Ne excluſive of his * 
agreement with the manager, received ten gui- 
nas a night from each performer, at whoſe 
4 benafic the piece juſt mentioned was afted: 


EF 4 


When J firſt made my appearance at Co- 


| e ene, this gentleman had ſo- pk 
licited my hand. A refuſal being given, rwe 
were not, from that time, on the beſt terms. 
Reſentment, however, giving way to intereſt, 


he was very happy to have a tolerable/aQtreſs 


Perform with him. Ihe Careleſs Huſbhand 


Was . Was as 


; their weight to * in the 9 
my reſolution. Before 
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uſual, juſtly admired. : Nor did 1 fail of ap- 
plauſe in Lady Betty Modiſh. I wiſh I c 
ſay as much of the manager, He played the 
character of Sir Charles Eaſy ; but it would, I 


think, have been more a-propos, if the ſyllable 
un, had been prefixed to the laſt word, and tlie 
baronet's name had been Sir Charles Uneaſy ; 


ſo aukwardly did the part fit on the performer 


of it. The characters of this play were dreſſed, 


by direction of Mr. Sheridan, in the manu- 
factòry of Ireland, which he judiciouſly 
thought, would increaſe at once his e | 
| and receipfts. TTY. 2108 


The ſeaſon dawn to a —— my 
WN at my requeſt, determined to return 
to Fngland. - And this reſolution was accele- 


rated by the treaſurer of the theatre bringing 


in my account, with a charge of ſeventy-five 


Pounds for orders. As it as at the expreſs deſire 
of the manager, that theſe orders were iſſued, 


I could by no means admit of ſuch an impo- 


ſition. A diſpute conſequently enſued between 
Mr. Sheridan and myſelf, when I abſolutely 


refuſed to play any more. Mr. Victor the 
treaſurer, however, came to me the next day, 
with the balance of my account, offering to 


pay me the whole fum, if I would enter into 


afreſh engagement. But the illiberal treat- 


ment I received upon this occaſion from the 
manager would have induced me to withhold 


my conſent, had not the reaſons alleged added 


— * 
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Before my departure, I took leave of all my 


: nothualticance. A painful taſk to aſuſceptible 
mind! Mrs. O'Hara preſſed me to her boſom 
with the moſt affectionate warmth ; and we 
did not part without many tears. My dear and 
honoured patroneſs, together with her much- 
loved daughter, ſnewed the tendereſt concern 
at loſing me; and the pain I felt upon the oc- 
caſion was equal to their own. They, as well 


as my aunt, made me ſome conſiderable pre- 


ſents. The ſeparation from fuch invaluable 
friends, for ſuch they were in the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
of the word, would not have been ſo pungent, 
had there been a probability of my ſeeing either 
my aunt or Mrs. Butler again. From the 


age and infirmities of the former it was not to 


be expected. And the illneſs of the latter, 
| chowgh lingering, was pronounced to be fatal. 


One inducement for haſtening our departure 


| was, that Lord Tyrawley was returned from 
his embaſſy at Ruſſia, and was coming to Dublin 
to pay the laſt duties to his ſiſter, Mrs. O'Hara. 


My mother ſeemed to regret nothing ſo much 
as leaving Mr. Crump; for whom, from the 


intimacy that had ſubſiſted between them, ſhe 


entertained great reſpect. Upon ourreturn, that 
. gentleman adviſed her to lay out what mone 


- ſhe had ſaved, which was no inconſiderable 


ſum, in Iriſh nens This the did, and found 
| it turn out to advantage. 


The friendſhip I had entertained for my two 


bend vifitors was no- increaſed to the ten- 
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dereſt affection. If there was any difference, 
it was in favour of the elder, whoſe diſpoſition 
more nearly . reſembled my on; and from 
. whom l felt it the moſt painful to part. This 
partiality created no little jealouſy in the boſom 
of Miſs Butler, who claimed the firſt place in 
+ my heart, from the priority of our acquaint- 
_ ance. And to an indifferent perſon, the letters 
I received from her, upon that occaſion, 
would appear to have been dictated by the 
green- eyed monſter himſelf, But that young 
lady was ſoon convinced of the permanency 
of my attachment to her. And though I have 
not had the pleaſure of ſeeing her for r c 
years, it ſtill continues unabated. 

„ 9 5 8. A. B. 
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1 April 2, 1 7— 
coul o not 1 a kingdom where 1 
had met with ſo favourable a. reception 
Eo: n public; where I had received ſo: many 
1 - civitities from perſons of the higheſt rank; 
and where I was honoured with the friendſhip 
of ſome of the moſt amiable of my own ſex.; 
EE! 1 without yielding to the whiſpers of gratitude, 
| 


7 


and returning back one tributary ſigh. But 
ſuch a variety of circumſtances havingrendered 

à longer abode in Ireland diſagreeable.”: I 

: on it was not without great ſatisfaction, that 
Wi: 1 I found TO once more in WW 
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Upon our arrival in London my mother 
wrote to Mr. Garrick, informing him of it. 
Happening to be in town, he immediately f 
ſent to us, requeſting we would dine with 
him that day. He had at that time apart- 
ments in King-Street, Covent-Garden, and 
we had hired lodgings in Southampton 
Street. He received us with that cheerful- 
neſs and civility which conſtituted a part of 
his character. During our viſit we laughed 
over many incidents which had happened 
whilſt we were together in Ireland; parti- 
1 the conſequential preſent he: had 
received from my dear friend Mrs. Butler. 
And: he much regretted, that it was not in his 
power, from the preſent fituation of his com- 
pany, to admit me into it; Mrs. Cibber; Mrs. 
_ Chve, and Mrs. Pritchard, engroſſing all the 
principal characters. At parting he requeſted, | 
ENT 
then ſubſiſted between us. As I had not then 
heard of the declaration he had made, relative 
to his never engaging me upon any terms, 
as before mentioned, I promiſed to continue | 
9 a friendly footing with hin. 

I inquired after my valued friend Mr. FO 
po was informed that he was at Bath, to 
which place he uſually: retired during the re- 
cecſs. As ſoon as Mr. Rich heard of our 


return, he ſent Mr. Bencraft, a performer ſor 


whom he had a particular friendſhip,” and 
1 therefore reſided with _ to give us 


. EN: a 
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an invitation to pay him a viſit at Cowley, 
where he then was. As I was very deſirous 
to ſee the ſweet ſpot, of the beauties of which 
I had heard ſo much talk, I did not heſitate, 
for my own part, to become his. gueſt ; but 
was prevented, for the preſent, by an engage i 
ment of my mothers. ; 
This place, which was cherer reſidenee 
"of Mr. Rich, and to which he was making 
very conſiderable improvements, formerly be- 
longed to the well known Mrs. Montford, now 
Mrs. Vanbruggen, wife to the promiſing actor 
of that name, who was unfortunately murdered 
as he was eſcorting the celebrated Mrs Brace- 
girdle home from the theatre.” On Mrs. 
Montford was the juſtly celebrated and well- 
known ballad of ens 1 Suſan written 
by Mr, Gay. Lord Berkeley's partiality for 
this lady induced him to leave her at bis 
deceaſe three hundred pounds a year, on 
condition that ſhe never married. His- 
Lordſhip hkewiſe purchaſed Cowley for her, 
and ſhe beſides received from him, at times, 
very conſiderable ſums. After this ſhe fell 
in love with that very capital actor Mr. Booth, 
but the deſire of retaining her annuity pre- 


vented her from being joined in the bands of 


wedlock with the lover whom ſhe preferred: 

to numbers that were candidates ſor her fa- 
” vour; This conſideration obſtructing, the 
union could not take place, and Br Wen 
+ th 3 * * 
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Mrs. Ss had contracted an inti- 
macy with Miſs Santlow, a lady celebrated as. 
a dancer, and eſteemed a tolerable actreſs.” 
She was the declared favourite of Secretary 
Craggs, through whoſe liberality ſhe became 
poſſeſſed of a fortune ſufficient to enable her 
to live independent of the ſtage. What Mrs. 
Vanbruggen could not effect, Miſs Santlow 
did. Mr. Booth, transferring his attention 
from the former to the latter, ſoon obtained 
poſſeſſion both of her perſon and fortune. Mrs, 
Voanbruggen no ſooner heard of the perfidy of 
her lover, and the ingratitude of her friend, 
than ſhe gave way to a deſperation that de- 
prived her of her ſenſes. In this ſituation ſhe, 
was brought from Cowley to London, that 
the beſt advice might be procured for hgRer. 
As during the moſt violent paroxyſms of 
has diſorder ſhe was not outrageous, and now 
and then a ray of reaſon beamed through the 
cloud that overſhadowed her intellects, ſne 
was not placed under any rigorous confinement, 
but ſuffered to go about the houſe. One 
day, during a lucid interval, ſhe aſked her at- 
tendant what play was to be performed that 
evening? and was told, that it was Hamlet. 
In this piece, whilſt ſhe had been on the ſtage, 
ſhe had always met with great applauſe in the. 
character of Ophelia. The recollection ſtruck. 
her; and with that cunning which is uſually 
allied to inſanity, . ſhe found means to elude 
0 care of her ſervants, and got to the theatre; 
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where concealingherſelf till the ſcene in which 
Ophelia was to make her appearance in her 
inſane ſtate, ſhe puſhed on the ſtage before her 
rival, who played the character that night, and 
exhibited a far. more perfect repreſentation of _ 


madneſs than the utmoſt exertions of mimic 


art could do. She was, in truth, Ophelia 
herſelf, to the amazement of the performers, 
as well as of the audience. Nature having 
made this laſt effort, her vital powers failed 
her. On her going off, ſhe prophetically ex- 
claimed, „It is all over!“ And, indeed, that 
was ſoon the caſe, for as ſhe was conveying 
home (to make uſe of the concluding lines of 
another ſweet ballad of Gay's wherein her 
fate is ſo truly deſcribed) “ She like a lily 
drooping, then bowed her head and died“ .“ 
heard the foregoing incident related by 
c Colley Cibber, at Lord Tyrawley's, during 
our reſidence at Buſhy, to which place he 
frequently came. But I have: not repeated it 
in a manner that pleaſes me. My language 


will not reach my conceptions, nor my con- 


ceptions my ſenſibility.—Oh for the pen of 
Sterne to retouch it But it cannot be 


I muſt therefore be content to jogg on in the” 
Rm king: I. have hitherto done. dE 464 
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; of ny remarkable a. circumſtance in his Apology, 


niuſt be owing to his friendſhip for Mrs. Booth, who Was 
alive when he wrote it. I 
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I need not add, that ſuch a moving cataſ- 
wephe muſt naturally affect a mind ſo ſuſcep- 
tible of the tender paſſions as mine, and make 
me wiſh to fee the reſidence of the fair Unfor- 
tunate, whenever an opportunity offered. My 
mother, however, having another engagement 
upon her hands, I was obliged to ſuppreſs my 
enn till the latter end of the ſummer. 

A nephewof her's, a Mr. Crawford, an at- 
torney, had lately married the widow Sülveſ- 
ter, who was poſſeffed of a very large fortune. 
From him ſhe received a preſſing invitation 
to paſs ſome time with them at Watford, in 
Hertfordſnhire. As this was near the abode 
of my dear Miſs St. Leger, who reſided with 
her uncle, Lord Doneraile, at the Grove, 
near Caſnioberry- Park, the feat of the Earl 
of Eſſex, I more readily agreed to attend my 
mother, and poltpoae: the n ot Mr. 
Rich's inviration. 

It will here be neceſſary to give deſcription 
ef my couſin Crawford, as I ſhall too often 
have occaſion. to introduce him in the ſubſe- 
22 pages. He was a ſhort fat man, as to his 

ature, with. a tolerable good face. Se much 
for his perſon. As. to his mind, it was not mere 
ecorreſpondent to the rules of beauty. Fe was 
endowed with great cunning, vainly fend of 


being eſteemedꝭ a wit, and profuſe to a degree: 
_ His mother was that ſtep-ſiſter of my mother, 


who, as. E have before related, hved with Mrs. 


7 le and through the munificence of chat 


N „ | 
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lady had accumulated a conſiderable fortune. 
This induced Mr. Crawford, an eminent attor- 
ney, in partnerſnip with Mr. Greenhill of the 
Temple, to ſolicit her hand in marriage, which 
ſhe gave him. It was not long, however, 
before ſhe was left a widow with this ſon, 
about three years of age, and a very conſider- 
able addition to her fortune. Eon 
„ All her happineſs now centered in her 

ſon. She carried her fondneſs for him to 
the greateſt extreme. He was never contra- 
dicted in the moſt unreaſonable of his de- 
mands, and conſequently was ſpoiled. When 


he arrived at a proper age, he was indentured 


_ #0 his late father's partner, Mr. Greenhill, 

on condition that at the expiration of his 
clerkſhip he was to tranſact, on his own ac- 
count, all the common law buſineſs. - To 
this he of courſe ſucceeded, and whether 


| from the wretches he aſſociated with during 


his practice, or from the principles inſtilled 
into him by nature, I will not pretend to ſay; 
but under a ſpecious appearance of good 


nature and honeſty, he poſſeſſed all the chi- 


1 canery of Jonathan Wild. His cara po 


whom he had married for her fortune, not- 
withſtanding he had a very conſiderable one 
of his own, was old enough to be his mo- 
ther. Nature had not been very liberal to 
her, either in the charms of her perſon or 
mind. And even what little underſtanding 

ſhe was bleſſed with was totally clouded by 


1 a ſtu- 


4 
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4 1 ng from I will not ſay 
what. Whatever it was, her huſband took 
care that it ſhould not fail of a ſupply, to pre- 
vent certain remonſtrances, uſually. termed 
curtain lectures, which were the leads 
of his own. frailties. | 
With perſons of this caſt, to be obliged to 

aſſociate for ſix weeks or two months, agree- 

able to a promiſe made by my mother, you 
may be aſfared was not a little mortifying to 
your humble ſervant. And it would have 
een much more ſo, had it not been for the 
Content viſits J made to the Grove, and the 
walks I took in the delightful park belonging 
to the Earl of Efſex, which lay contiguous to 
my couſin's houſe. * To Miſs St. Leger was I 

likewiſe indebted for another ſource of com- 
fort and amuſement, who lent me books on. 
Lord Doneraile's library. Ws ODT | 
Mr. Crawford's table was well ſerved ; to 

which as he kept a pack of fox-hounds, and a 
22 ſtud of hunters for the uſe of himſelf and 
tends, there was uſually no want of coun- 
try gentlemen who delighted in that ſport. 
From things being thus ſituated, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that, with my taſte for reading, 

and other kind of company, I ſtaid much at 
home; eſpecially as it was ſoon rendered 
more diſagreeable by the addition of a fon 
and heir to this worthy family, who came to 
inherit his father's virtues, and his mother's. 
| 1 qualifications. 'T he attention of my good 
"2D | 3 


i 
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parent being totally engaged by her amiable 
niece, and the new relation ſhe had Juſt pre- 
ſented her with; her nephew took this op- 
JE to ſet out for London, to regale 

ſelf. with his friends the ſheriffs officers, 


and ladies of eaſy virtue. 


One day, as I fat reading Dryden's Virgil, 
on a bench in Lord Eſſex's ; park, an old gen- 
tleman came and ſeated himſelf by me. 
After fitting a little while, he aſked me the 
fubje& of my ſtudies? Upon my telling 
a, he ſeemed to be ſurpriſed that a girl of 


my age ſhould have either taſte or erudi- 


tion enough to underſtand works of that 


kind. Piqued at this ſuppoſition, 1 under- 
took to vindicate my ſex from the want of 
| Knowledge in literature generally imputed 
to them. I told him there would not be the 


leaſt room for ſuch a reflection, did not the 
lords of the creation take care that we ſhould 


not eclipſe them in this reſpect. The old 


gentleman then ſaid, “ As that is your 


_ © opinion, I ſuppoſe you would have a fe- 


nale partiament.” To which T replied, 
1 do not know that the preſent is much 
better, for I do not hear of any thing 
«that is done en them, but 1 1 05 
« of women. - p 

This threw my new companion into a 


| volt fir of laughter, from which when he 
was recovered, he was pleafed to ſay, © that 
a 5 ever he mould have a daughter, he 


”y hopes . 


me ſome queſtions relative to the character 
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e hoped it would be juſt ſuch a one as me. 
Then pulling out his watch he continued, 
c J am ſorry to leave you, Miſs, but I muſt: 
<« go to dinner, which I do not think I ſhall 
« like, as the relation I am come to ſee is 
“gone to London, and the good woman in 
e the ſtraw.” Concluding from theſe cir- | 
curnmſtances that the old gentleman was come 
to ſee my couſin, I informed him that I was 
upon a viſit at the fame houſe; and as it was 
near three o'clock, I got up, when he did, to 
return home. 
As we walked along geen he aſked 


and'circumſtances-of Mr. Crawford. I can- 
didly imparted to him my ſentiments on | 
the ſubject; and though I was then unac- * * 
quainted with my relation's want of princi- 
ple, I could obſerve that the character I gave 
him did not ſeem to make a very favourable 
impreſſion on my companion. Juſt as we 
arrived at the door, he defired I would inform 
Mrs. Crawford, that Mr. Sykes would be 
glad to with her joy of her ſon. On hearing 
the name of Sykes, I could not have beers 
more terrified had his his brother-in-law, Cap- 
tam Bellamy, my mother's huſband, unſhroud- 
ed himſelf, and ſtood before me. I was juſt 
compoſed enough to ſtammer out, I will, 
Job and then I haſtily entered the houſe. 
' Having informed Mrs. Crawford of chi 
name of _ viſitor, as he had requeſted, I 
ran 
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ran to acquaint my mother with it alſo; who 
was as much alarmed as myſelf, But as it 
had dropped in the courſe of converſation 
that he was to return to London, upon fome 
very particular buſineſs, the next morning, we 
thought ĩt moſt prudent for her not to appear 
during that day, And this was no injudicious 
determination; as I found the old gentleman ' 
did not ſeem to have the moſt favourable opi- 
nion of our ſex, and if provoked, as he pro- 
bably- might have been with her, would not 
have ſtopped ſhort of brutality. Had there- 
fore my mother fallen in his way, he might 
have revenged, in too rough a manner, her 
impoſition on his brother-in-law, Captain 
Bellamy. 
| As it was now too 1 to expect the maſter 
of che family home that day, I endeavoured 
to entertain my companion as well as I could 
during the evening. I could not help thinking 
that he ſeemed to eye me at times with a glance 
of pity and ſuſpicion. The ſequel will verify 
the obſervation of Shakſpere, 2 That the thief 
« ſuſpects each buſh an officer.” He however, 
upon the whole, appeared to be pleaſed with 
my company, and when we ſeparated paid me 
many compliments; and that with a plain ſin- 
cerity, which greatly flattered me. He ſet off 
. early. in the morning. But in the evenir 
when he made his bow (to uſe a theatrical 
3 he left me atoken of his generoſity, 
| 19 opulence, 
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_ opulence, and liberality, for the little gentle- 
man who had juſt entered upon the ſtage of 
life, with a deſire that I would ſtand godmother. 
I fear this narrative part of my hiſtory will 
not prove entertaining to you; but as 
other circumſtances, yet to be related, are de- 
pendent upon it, I find it neceſſary to in- 
ſert theſe. I will, however, cut it as ſhore 
as poſſible. | 
F G. A. B. 


, 4 * | * * . 
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May” FR 7— 
HEN my 5 couſin returned, he 
brought with him a train of jolly | 
companions to hunt the next day. As ſoon 
as 1 fell in his way, he accoſted me with 
ſaying, Well, Miſs! I have blown you. 
The old codger was very inquiſitive, when 
I met him; yet, notwithſtanding, he likes 
Avon. But Here I ſtopped him, as 1 
was apprehenſive of a ſtroke of 5 4 he 
termed wit, at the expence of my mother. 
She luckily was not preſent, or moſt certainly 
ſhe would not have kept within the bounds of 
good manners, had her nephew popped out 
what was upon his tongue. In a ſhort. time 
he: "reed the converfation ; ; telling me he 
25 | Was 


* 
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was ſorry that old Square-toes was obliged, by 
the failure of a houſe at Antwerp, to go out of 
town immediately; . otherwiſe, who knows, 
ſaid he, but that by the help of your —_ 


. and my cellar, we may have taken him i in!“ 


A bluſh threw its crimſon veil over 
face as he ſaid this. Upon obſerving which; 


he recollected himſelf, and thus continued : 
c Nay, don't bluſh, I only meant that we 


{© would have tried to get him to make a will 
« in our favour.” I dwell the longer on this 


_ converſation, which J give verbatim, as it 


will furniſh you with ſome inſight into the 
character of my upright couſin, and prepare 


vour mind for an event which happened 
ſome years after. Though I had taken a 


diſlike to my relation as a nan, yet he might 


be, for aught I know, what is uſually deno- 


minated a good attorney. The meaning of 


which I take to be, that he kept within the 


limits of the law, and was as Honeſt as his 


545 profeſſion would allow him to be. As this 
does not require any great delieacy of ſenti- 


ment, and I confider people as aecountable 


for no more than they know, I contented — 9 
ſelf with deſpiſing him in ſilence. 
I never wiſh to caſt undue reffections on 


any profeſſion, but it ſeems to be the general 
opinion, that there are, comparatively, very 


few men of real integrity in that branch of the 


Ta" The axiom” © That what om. -<þ 
* n <« ſays 
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« ſays muſt be true, is founded on reaſon 
and experience. I have been .convineed of 
the truth of it, in this point, to my coſt. 
Whether- this propenſity to diſhoneſty ariſes 
from the opportunities which ſo frequently 
preſent themſelves in the practice of the 
law, and tempt the profeſſors to avail them- 
ſelves of them; or whether a turn of mind to 
take advantage both of friend and foe, of 
client as well as opponent, be imbibed by 
the very ſtudy of it, I will not pretend to 
determine. But ſo it 11 ro the forrow and | 
coſt of millions. 8 
As I much wiſhed to. be at Mr. Rich's; 
here I- ſhould have the pleaſure of the 
l of my former intimates, his daugh- 
ters; company far more agreeable to me 
than what 1 now enjoyed; I prevailed on my 
mother to ſhorten her viſit. At length the 
wiſhed-for day arrived. Mr. Rich ſent his 
carriage, and we ſoon found ourſelves at 
Cowley. Here we were received with the 
greateſt cordiality by the maſter of the fa- 
mily, and with unfeigned joy by the younger 
part of it; but with formality and reſerve by 
= miſtreſs of the houſe. This lady, hav- 
been 'converted to Methodiſm, now 
ede of nothing but praying and accu- 
mulating wealth for herſelf and her ſpouſe. 
For thoſe good people ſeldom neglect 
has Ow” concern, however they may 
; 8 cenſure 


198 THE LITE OP 


cenſure ſuch ar wiſdom. in the uncon- 
verted. 

Upon the death of his firſt wife Mr. ; TOY 
had married this lady. Her name before 
that event took place was Mrs. Stevens. She 
had formerly been bar-maid at Bret's Coffee 
Houle, was afterwards an adreſs, but had been 
ſeveral years his haulekerpan, She Was od 
theatre. She had been the intimate ed, | 
of Miſs Naſſau, ho ſucceeded Miſs Fenton, 
afterwards Dutcheſs of Bolton, in Gay's Polly. 
Peachum, By her advice, as I have been. 
informed, Miſs Naſſau put herſelf under the 
protection of the late earl of Orford, ſon of 
the famed Sir Robert Walpole. By the fur- 
ther management of Mrs. Rich, a match was 

brought about between a brother of her 85 
Whoſe name was Wilford, and a fiſter of that 
lady's. This was inſuring Mr. Wilford a for- 


* tune, as Lord Orford was at that time Auditor 


of the Exchequer, and had numberleſs 
places i in his gift, Mr. Wilford was accord- 
ingly provided for; and was upon a viſit 
1 at Couley, ene arrived: 
re. F * | 
We likewiſe found there Mrs. Ward from 
the theatre at Edinburgh, whom Mr. Rich; 


had engaged for the enſuing: ſeaſon. She 


was accompanied by a frigheful being, to 
whom ſhe gave the title of huſband. Thad 
— 2 | | * 
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lady had- one of the moſt beautiful faces 1 
ever beheld. . But her figure was vulgar to a 
degree. By the ſtoop and magnitude of her 
ſhoulders, it might be imagined that ſhe had 
formerly carried milk-pails. Her beauty 
would have been much more conſpicuous in 
that line, or with a chain and knife faſtened 
to her apron-ſtring, than in the character of 
a queeh or young princeſs. Vet, notwith- 
ſtanding this difſimilitude of appearance, 
and being pregnant into the bargain, it 


was determined that ſhe ſhould debute in 


Cordelia, the youngeſt daughter of oY 
Lear. 


In converſation with Mr. Rich upon an 

engagement with me, my mother informed 
him of the terms offered me by Mr. Garrick, 
through Mr. Delany, the ſeaſon before laſt ; 


and as he made no ohjection to the falary, 
ſhe concluded that his intention was to give 


me the ſame ſum. When we returned to 


town the manager informed me that he in- 
tended Mrs. Ward ſhould make her appear- 


ance as ſoon as poſſible, her pregnancy re- 


dering ſuch a ſtep neceſſary; and that he 


_ conſidered me as a happy corps de reſerves 


Mrs. Woffington, highly offended at her 
uondam admirer, Mr. Garrick's chuſing ra- 
his to appear with Mrs. Pritchard than with 
her, had engaged herſelf with Mr. Rich; and 
was to _ the campaign with her capital 


parts 
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part, that of Sir Harry Wildair.— Theatrical 
revolutions are as frequent, and owe their 
riſe to the ſame principles, as thoſe in the 
political world.—Pique, reſentment, ambition, 
or intereft, which ever motive happens to 
preponderate, brings them about. And the 


arrangement laſts in both as n as conye- 
nience ſuits. „ R 
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| Bell's Edition of | 


H 3 SHAKSPERE's Wh ORKS, 0 


Printed complete from the Text of | 


' SAMUEL JOHNSONandGEORGESTEEVENS.. 


T HIS work is intended to ſupercede the neceſ- 
1 fity for any other Edition whatever, as it will 


be calculated to gratify every claſs of Readers The 


Publiſher intends that it ſhall not only be the moſt . 


perfect and beautiful Work that Britain ever produced, 


but alſo the cheaps/ 3 he humbly hopes for public 


Patronage, in proportion to the merits of the undex- 


to the following circumſtances, _ 


Taube plan is to print each Play, feng hy and entire, 
from the laſt reviſions of Dr, SAMUEL. Joaunson, - 


and GEORGE STEEVENs, Eſq, &c. with their Cha- 


an introduQary Preface to each Play. 
| r ee * 0 


rafters of the Play, and the Origin of the Fable, as 


The Plays to be printed by Meſſrs. Favs and 
Coucnman, on two farts of paper; the beſt of which 
will be ſuper fine writing-poſi quality, on a N 

| | nf m- 


Letter, caſt and delicately dreſſed on purpoſe. 


belliſhments for this fort will conſiſt of a characteriſſie 


” 


Prin repreſenting a ſpirited likeneſs. of ſome favour, _ 
| _ F 25 PEAT ak 25.44 Wy Fe $a * cnt” > By a ite : 


if 


taking, and he reſpectfully ſolicits particular attention 


Fo 
1 


ite performer, beſides an original Vignette Scene Print, 
- » defigned and engraved by the moſt eminent Artiſts in 
London and Paris. The Plays, thus embelliſhed and 
executed, will be fold at one ſhilling and fixpence each. 


The inferior ſort will be on common printing 
paper, and be enriched with the charadteriſtic Print 
only; containing, nevertheleſs, the ſame Letter-Preſs, 

and printed on the ſame Type — this copy will be 
fold at the uſual price, even of the meaneſt Editions, 
. » VIZ, Sixpence each Play. | 
TCI 

The Prefaces, Advertiſements, Introductory Matter, 
and the Notes of every Commentator, who have pre- 
tended to illaſtrate SHAKSPERE, will be compriſed, 


and digefted into one clear point of view, with re- 


ferences to the Text of each Piece, Theſe Lucu- 
/ brations will be printed alſo periodicaliy—each num - 
ber to contain the Notes Variorum, and other neceſ- 


ſary information on two, at leaft, of SHAKSPERE's 


Prays—each number of theſe Notes will be em- 


delliſhed with an oricinar PoRTRATT of the 


Author, or ſome of our moſt admired Commentators, 
to be ſold at the fame prices of the Plays—any ſingle 
Play, or Commentary, may be had ſeparate.— This 


Work will be printed for J. BEIL, at the Britiſb- 


Library, in the Strand.—A Lift of Subſcribers will 
be inſerted in the laſt Play; and the 5% Impreſſions 
of the Work ſhall be delivered to original *ubjcribers ; 
which, from the Brilliaucy and Beautifulneſs of the 
Impreffions, will in a few months after their publi- 


cation, riſe far above their firſt coſt, 


Seneral Titles will be printed—by which the Work 
may be arranged and bound, when completed, in 
Volumes, or fingle Plays, with, or without the Com- 
mentaries, agreeable" to the will of the Subſcriber. * 
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Reaſons for Printing this WORK, | and 


0 blerbations on its Propriety TO 


I the firſt Place, The Publiſher. is ambitions of 
producing a Work which may attract the admiration 
of all Europe, in hopes of 'deriving a proportionate 


ſhare of reputation and advantage to himſelf ; he, 
therefore, fixes on our immortal Dramatic Bard. 


* Secondly, A polite and well-informed claſs of Read - 
ers having declared it as their opinion, that SHAK= 
sk had been elucidated into obſcurity. ſuggeſted 

firſt the deſign of printing his Plays, entire, cleared 


from the incumbrance and interruption of Notes 


The text of Dr. Jo#nsoNn, and Mr. STEEvens, is 
conſequently preferred, which, as Mr. MALonE 
obſerves, ſeems now, indeed, finally ſettled, by a dili- 


gent collation of all the old copies hitherto diſcovered, 


and the judicious reſtoration of ancient readings 


The rejection of all Notes, from the Page of the Text, 


is even approved by Dr. Jouxsox, himſelf, who ſays, 


that The reader is ſeldom pleaſed to find his opi- 75 


& nion anticipated —it is natural to delight more in 


«© what we find, or make, than in what we receive. 
% — Judgment, like other faculties, is improved by 


b practice, and its advancement is hindered by ſub- 


„ miſſion to dictatorial deciſions.“ 


In order to obviate every poſſible objection, 0 


to accominodate this Edition to the taſte of every 


reader the Prefaces, Introductions, Advertiſements .. 
the hi/torical and literary ON of every Editor 


of SHAKSPERE, of which there have not been leſs 


than eight, as well as the Notes and critical Illuſtra- 
tions of every Commentator, of which there are up- 


wards of thirty - will be printed in a di/tin&?, compat?, 


and clear point of view, referring familiarly' from 


i 


W 


t 


\Text to Notes, and from Commentaries to. Text, 
*by the mode of printin 3 5 that, in fact, this Edi- 
tion will n the 5 Bours of cight EpriTors, and 
| the elucidation ol, at leaft, thirty Al NOTATORS, | 


As to the Ecbelliſiments, they vil be new and 
e. The public has much to expect from 

; «the ſuperior talents of Mr. LouTHERBOURG — his 
having long lived in habits of intimacy with Mr. 
GARRIick, his familiarity with the ſtage, and dra- 
matic effect, added to the RENOWN he has acquired 
{ In every [Fine of his profeſſion, promiſes to TORE At. 
* on the preſent vecafion. 8h 


— 


The engravings of Mr. reren are n, 
1 praiſe and aUmiration in every part of the world; 
and the reſt ſhall be as near his ſtandard of merit, 25 
122 Artiſts of England and France can produce. 1 


| OY ir the "def efign, and the publiſher confidently 
2 | Hopes that the execution of it will tranſcend his 
_ feeble deſcription. He is aware of having many 
impediments oppoſed to its circulation, through the 
uſual channels of the trade; he foreſees a hoſt of 
- Foes, and the powerful opponents, with whom he 
muſt, in conſequence, have to combat—but, ſhielded 
e by a rm reſolution, and the ſpirit of his 
bf cauſe, he will boldly meet his adverſaries, and "oY 
ih Cate 15 ay to + public Is: ne 1 
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